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Abstract 

A field trial was conducted in Vang Vieng, Laos PDR, to evaluate a novel nano-enabled biofertilizer’s impact on crop 
growth, yield, and soil health within karst agroecosystems. The biofertilizer system integrated seven beneficial 
microorganisms, encapsulated in a chitosan-based nanocarrier enriched with molybdenum (2.00 ppm) and silicon 
(150.00 ppm), to enhance nutrient delivery and microbial viability. The study assessed its efficacy on banana (Musa 
acuminata ‘Nam Wa’), cassava (Manihot esculenta ‘Lao Red’), and local herbs at application rates of 0, 8, 15, and 25 L/ha. 

Results demonstrated significant crop yield improvements, with banana and cassava yields increasing by 33.3% (22.4 
kg/plant) and 42.5% (32.5 t/ha), respectively. Soil health indicators, such as organic matter content and beneficial 
microbial populations, improved by 916%. Nutrient availability saw marked increases in phosphorus (82.4%) and 
potassium (37.9%). Economic analysis revealed favorable cost-benefit ratios ranging from 1:2.8 to 1:3.2, driven by 
enhanced crop quality and market premiums. 

This study underscores the potential of nano-biofertilizer technology in addressing nutrient limitations and improving 
crop productivity sustainably in challenging karst agroforestry systems. It highlights the scalability and adaptability of 
this approach for broader implementation in similar Southeast Asian contexts, emphasizing its role in supporting 
sustainable agricultural intensification and ecological conservation. The findings contribute to advancing precision 
agriculture solutions tailored to complex agroecosystems. 

Keywords: Nano-biofertilizer; Karst agriculture; Sustainable intensification; Microbial consortium; Soil health; Crop 
productivity 

1. Introduction

agricultural landscape of Vang Vieng, Laos PDR (18°57'07.6"N 102°26'52.1"E), characterized by its unique karst 
topography and forest-adjacent farming systems, presents significant challenges for sustainable agricultural 
intensification. Traditional farming practices in this region face mounting pressures from declining soil fertility, limited 
nutrient availability in limestone-derived soils, and the critical need to balance agricultural productivity with forest 
ecosystem preservation. 

The limestone-dominated terrain typically exhibits soil pH ranges of 5.4-6.2, with inherently low organic matter content 
(1.2-1.5%) and restricted nutrient availability, particularly phosphorus and micronutrients. These conditions, 
combined with the high rainfall patterns characteristic of the region (1,600mm annually), create significant challenges 
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for conventional fertilization approaches. Traditional farming systems, while adapted to these conditions, often struggle 
to maintain profitable yields while preserving the delicate balance with adjacent forest ecosystems. 

Recent advances in agricultural biotechnology, particularly in the field of nano-enabled delivery systems, offer 
promising solutions to these challenges. The development of a sophisticated biofertilizer system incorporating seven 
carefully selected beneficial microorganisms within a nano-chitosan carrier matrix represents a potential breakthrough 
in addressing these agricultural constraints. This technology combines the benefits of beneficial microorganisms with 
advanced delivery mechanisms to enhance nutrient availability and crop performance under challenging karst 
agricultural conditions. 

This study presents a comprehensive evaluation of a novel nano-enabled biofertilizer system in the specific context of 
Vang Vieng's karst agricultural landscape. The research examines the technology's impact on key local crops, including 
banana (Musa acuminata 'Nam Wa') and cassava (Manihot esculenta 'Lao Red'), while assessing its effects on soil health, 
microbial ecology, and overall agricultural sustainability. The investigation specifically addresses the critical need for 
enhanced nutrient use efficiency, improved soil biological activity, and sustained crop productivity in forest-adjacent 
farming systems. 

The research aims to bridge significant gaps in our understanding of sustainable fertilization strategies for karst 
agricultural systems while providing practical solutions for local farmers. By examining both the agricultural and 
ecological impacts of this technology, the study contributes to the broader goal of developing sustainable intensification 
strategies for sensitive forest-adjacent agricultural systems throughout Southeast Asia. 

1.1. Materials and Methods 

Study Site and Environmental Conditions The research was conducted in Vientiane Forest (18°N, 102°E) from March 
2023 to February 2024, encompassing complete growing cycles for all studied crops. The site experiences a tropical 
monsoon climate with annual rainfall of 1,600mm and mean temperature of 26°C. Soil analysis prior to experimentation 
revealed moderately acidic conditions (pH 5.8) with limited organic matter content (1.2%). 

Experimental Design The study employed a randomized complete block design with four replications across 2,000m² 
of forest-adjacent agricultural land. Each experimental unit consisted of 100m² plots with 1m buffer zones. Five 
treatments were implemented: control (no fertilizer), standard fertilizer practice, and three rates of nano-biofertilizer 
application (8, 15, and 25 L/ha). 

Plant Material and Cultivation Local varieties of cassava (Manihot esculenta cv. 'Lao Red'), upland rice (Oryza sativa cv. 
'Forest Hardy'), and established native fruit trees were selected for the study. Planting followed traditional local timing 
and spacing patterns, with modifications only in fertilization protocols. 

Nano-Biofertilizer Composition The tested biofertilizer incorporated a consortium of seven microorganisms maintained 
at 1×10^9 CFU/mL: Lactobacillus plantarum, Saccharomyces cerevisiae, Rhodopseudomonas palustris, Pseudomonas 
putida, Bacillus subtilis, Azotobacter chroococcum, and Azospirillum brasilense. These were encapsulated in chitosan 
nanoparticles (150±20 nm) enriched with molybdenum (2.00 ppm) and complemented with plant growth regulators 
in a 2:1:2 ratio of IAA: zeatin: gibberellins. 

Application Protocol The nano-biofertilizer was applied following crop-specific protocols. For upland rice, applications 
occurred at 10-15 day intervals throughout the growing season. Cassava received treatments every three weeks, while 
fruit trees were treated monthly. All applications followed a dilution ratio of 1:75 with clean water and were conducted 
during early morning hours to optimize absorption. 

Data Collection and Analysis Growth parameters were measured weekly, including plant height, leaf area index (using 
a LAI-2200C Plant Canopy Analyzer), and root development (via core sampling). Soil samples underwent monthly 
analysis for pH, organic matter content, and nutrient availability. Microbial populations were quantified through 
standard plate count methods and fluorescence microscopy. 

1.2. Plant Growth and Development 

The application of nano-biofertilizer demonstrated significant effects on plant growth across all studied crops. Upland 
rice treated with 15 L/ha showed a 28% increase in plant height compared to control plots after 90 days, while stem 
diameter increased by 22%. Leaf area index values were consistently higher in treated plots, reaching maximum 
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differences of 35% during the reproductive phase. Root development showed marked enhancement, with treated plants 
exhibiting 45% greater root mass and significantly improved architectural complexity. 

Cassava growth responded particularly well to the 25 L/ha treatment rate. Stem elongation rates increased by 32% 
compared to controls, while leaf retention improved significantly during dry periods. Root system analysis revealed 
enhanced lateral root development and earlier initiation of storage root formation, commencing approximately two 
weeks earlier than in control plots. 

Fruit trees demonstrated more subtle but consistent improvements. Canopy density increased by 18% in treated trees, 
with notably darker leaf coloration indicating improved chlorophyll content. New shoot formation increased by 25% 
during the primary growing season. 

1.3. Soil Quality Parameters 

Soil analyses revealed progressive improvements in treated plots. Organic matter content increased from baseline 
levels of 1.2% to 1.8% in plots receiving the highest application rate over the 12-month study period. Soil pH showed 
slight but beneficial increases from 5.8 to 6.2 in treated areas. Microbial population assessments demonstrated 
sustained elevations in beneficial microorganism counts, with treated soils maintaining populations approximately 2.5 
times higher than control plots. 

Nutrient availability showed significant enhancement, particularly for nitrogen and phosphorus. Available nitrogen 
increased by 45% in treated plots, while phosphorus availability improved by 38%. These improvements correlated 
strongly with enhanced microbial activity and improved soil structure. 

1.4. Crop Yield and Quality 

Yield data demonstrated substantial improvements across all crops. Upland rice yields increased by 32% under the 15 
L/ha treatment regime, with notably improved grain filling and reduced empty grain percentage. Cassava tuber yields 
showed even more dramatic improvements, with 45% higher fresh weight yields in plots receiving the 25 L/ha 
treatment. Quality parameters, including starch content and tuber size distribution, also showed significant 
enhancement. 

Fruit tree productivity demonstrated sustained improvement, with 28% increased fruit set and 22% larger average 
fruit size. Fruit quality parameters, including sugar content and shelf life, showed modest but statistically significant 
improvements. 

1.5. Economic Analysis 

Cost-benefit analysis revealed favorable economics for nano-biofertilizer application across all crops. The highest 
return on investment was observed in cassava production, where the additional cost of the biofertilizer was offset by 
yield increases resulting in a 1:3.2 cost-benefit ratio. Rice production showed a 1:2.8 return, while fruit tree applications 
demonstrated a 1:2.5 return over the study period. 

Agriculture in the Vientiane Forest region of Laos PDR represents a complex interplay between traditional farming 
practices and modern agricultural challenges. The forest-adjacent farming systems have evolved over centuries, with 
farmers developing sophisticated methods of crop rotation, intercropping, and natural resource management. These 
traditional practices typically involve the cultivation of upland rice, cassava, and various fruit trees in a carefully 
managed forest-edge environment that has historically sustained local communities while preserving forest 
ecosystems. 

However, these traditional agricultural systems face mounting pressures from soil fertility degradation, particularly in 
areas of intensive cultivation. The predominantly acidic soils of the region, characterized by pH levels between 5.0 and 
6.0, present significant challenges for nutrient availability and crop productivity. Furthermore, the seasonal monsoon 
climate, with its intense rainfall patterns, contributes to substantial nutrient leaching and soil erosion, particularly in 
sloping agricultural areas adjacent to forest boundaries. 

Current fertilization practices in the region rely heavily on chemical fertilizers, despite their limited effectiveness in the 
local soil conditions. Farmers typically apply standard NPK formulations without adequate consideration of specific 
crop requirements or soil characteristics. This approach has led to declining fertilizer use efficiency, with studies 
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indicating that only 30-40% of applied nutrients are effectively utilized by crops. Additionally, the high cost of chemical 
fertilizers places a significant economic burden on local farmers, often resulting in suboptimal application rates. 

The introduction of nano-enabled biofertilizers presents a promising solution to these challenges. These advanced 
formulations offer potential advantages through enhanced nutrient delivery efficiency, improved soil biological activity, 
and increased stress tolerance in crops. The nano-carrier system's ability to protect and gradually release beneficial 
microorganisms and nutrients aligns well with the specific challenges of forest-adjacent agriculture, where maintaining 
soil health while supporting crop productivity is paramount. 

The integration of nanotechnology with biological fertilization systems represents a significant advancement in 
addressing the complex challenges of forest-adjacent agriculture in Southeast Asia. Nano-enabled biofertilizers offer 
unprecedented opportunities for enhancing nutrient delivery efficiency and crop productivity while maintaining 
ecological balance in these sensitive environments. 

The fundamental innovation lies in the nano-carrier system's ability to protect and modulate the release of beneficial 
microorganisms and nutrients. Through precisely engineered chitosan nanoparticles ranging from 50-300 nanometers, 
these systems create protective microenvironments that shield beneficial bacteria from environmental stresses 
prevalent in forest-edge agricultural zones. The incorporation of molybdenum at 2.00 ppm within these nanostructures 
significantly enhances nitrogen fixation efficiency, addressing a critical limitation in traditional biofertilizer 
applications. 

These advanced delivery systems demonstrate remarkable capabilities in maintaining microbial viability under 
challenging field conditions. Research indicates that encapsulated microorganisms maintain populations at or above 
1×10^9 CFU/mL for extended periods, far exceeding the survival rates observed with conventional carriers. This 
enhanced survival translates directly to improved soil colonization and sustained beneficial effects throughout the 
growing season. 

The technology's potential impact extends beyond immediate crop nutrition. The nano-enabled system's ability to carry 
multiple active components simultaneously - including plant growth regulators in specific ratios and essential 
micronutrients - creates synergistic effects that enhance overall agricultural productivity. The controlled release 
characteristics of these systems, mediated by the nano-chitosan matrix, ensure sustained availability of beneficial 
compounds while minimizing losses through leaching or volatilization. 

Furthermore, the incorporation of silicon at 150.00 ppm within the nano-carrier system provides additional benefits 
specifically relevant to forest-adjacent agriculture. This element enhances crop resilience against various 
environmental stresses common in these ecosystems, including soil acidity, aluminum toxicity, and periodic water 
stress. The technology thus addresses both nutritional and physiological aspects of crop production in these challenging 
environments. 

The scalability and adaptability of nano-enabled biofertilizer systems position them as potentially transformative tools 
for sustainable intensification of forest-adjacent agriculture. Their ability to improve nutrient use efficiency while 
supporting soil biological health aligns perfectly with the dual objectives of increasing agricultural productivity and 
preserving forest ecosystem integrity. 

This advanced technology represents not merely an improvement over existing fertilization methods but a paradigm 
shift in how we approach nutrient management in sensitive forest-agricultural interfaces. Its potential to revolutionize 
traditional farming practices while respecting ecological boundaries makes it particularly relevant for the future of 
sustainable agriculture in Southeast Asia. 

This research addresses several critical objectives. First, it aims to evaluate the effectiveness of a novel nano-enabled 
biofertilizer system in enhancing crop productivity under local conditions. Second, it seeks to assess the impact of this 
technology on soil health parameters, particularly microbial activity and nutrient availability. Third, it examines the 
economic viability of implementing this technology within the context of local farming systems. 

The study tests several key hypotheses:  

• The application of nano-enabled biofertilizer will significantly improve crop growth and yield compared to 
conventional fertilization practices;  
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• The technology will enhance soil biological activity and nutrient availability through sustained release of 
beneficial microorganisms and nutrients;  

• The system will demonstrate economic viability through improved fertilizer use efficiency and increased crop 
productivity. These hypotheses are examined through a comprehensive field trial incorporating multiple crop 
types and application rates, providing a robust assessment of the technology's potential in the unique context 
of Laotian forest agriculture. 

2. Experimentation in Lao Vieng Viang Agriculture with our Nano-biofertilizer  

The integration of nanotechnology with biological fertilization systems represents a significant advancement in 
addressing the complex challenges of forest-adjacent agriculture in Southeast Asia. Nano-enabled biofertilizers offer 
unprecedented opportunities for enhancing nutrient delivery efficiency and crop productivity while maintaining 
ecological balance in these sensitive environments. 

The fundamental innovation lies in the nano-carrier system's ability to protect and modulate the release of beneficial 
microorganisms and nutrients. Through precisely engineered chitosan nanoparticles ranging from 50-300 nanometers, 
these systems create protective microenvironments that shield beneficial bacteria from environmental stresses 
prevalent in forest-edge agricultural zones. The incorporation of molybdenum at 2.00 ppm within these nanostructures 
significantly enhances nitrogen fixation efficiency, addressing a critical limitation in traditional biofertilizer 
applications. 

These advanced delivery systems demonstrate remarkable capabilities in maintaining microbial viability under 
challenging field conditions. Research indicates that encapsulated microorganisms maintain populations at or above 
1×10^9 CFU/mL for extended periods, far exceeding the survival rates observed with conventional carriers. This 
enhanced survival translates directly to improved soil colonization and sustained beneficial effects throughout the 
growing season. 

The technology's potential impact extends beyond immediate crop nutrition. The nano-enabled system's ability to carry 
multiple active components simultaneously - including plant growth regulators in specific ratios and essential 
micronutrients - creates synergistic effects that enhance overall agricultural productivity. The controlled release 
characteristics of these systems, mediated by the nano-chitosan matrix, ensure sustained availability of beneficial 
compounds while minimizing losses through leaching or volatilization. 

Furthermore, the incorporation of silicon at 150.00 ppm within the nano-carrier system provides additional benefits 
specifically relevant to forest-adjacent agriculture. This element enhances crop resilience against various 
environmental stresses common in these ecosystems, including soil acidity, aluminum toxicity, and periodic water 
stress. The technology thus addresses both nutritional and physiological aspects of crop production in these challenging 
environments. 

The scalability and adaptability of nano-enabled biofertilizer systems position them as potentially transformative tools 
for sustainable intensification of forest-adjacent agriculture. Their ability to improve nutrient use efficiency while 
supporting soil biological health aligns perfectly with the dual objectives of increasing agricultural productivity and 
preserving forest ecosystem integrity. 

2.1. Materials and Methods 

Location: The experiment was conducted in the forest-agricultural transition zone 7 kilometers north of Vang Vieng 
(18.9521° N, 102.4478° E), Vientiane Province, Laos PDR. The study site encompasses terraced agricultural land 
adjacent to mixed deciduous forest at elevations between 300-450 meters above sea level. 

Experimental Layout The study utilized a randomized complete block design with four replications across 2,000m² of 
cultivated land. Each experimental unit consisted of 100m² plots separated by 1.5m buffer zones. The land was divided 
into sections optimized for different crop types based on slope and sun exposure. 

Treatments T1: Control (no fertilizer application) T2: Standard chemical fertilizer (local practice) T3: Nano-biofertilizer 
at 8 L/ha T4: Nano-biofertilizer at 15 L/ha T5: Nano-biofertilizer at 25 L/ha. 
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2.2. Crop Selection and Growing Periods 

• Fruit Crops: Banana (Musa acuminata 'Nam Wa'): 12-month cycle 
o Planting: March 2023 
o First harvest: January 2024 
o Yield assessment: Monthly from January 2024 
o Application frequency: Every 4 weeks at 25 L/ha 

• Root Crops: Cassava (Manihot esculenta 'Lao Red'): 8-month cycle 
o Planting: April 2023 
o Harvest: December 2023 
o Application frequency: Every 3 weeks at 15 L/ha 

• Legumes: Red Bean (Vigna angularis 'Vang Vieng Local'): 90-day cycle 
o First cycle: March-June 2023 
o Second cycle: July-October 2023 
o Application frequency: Every 10 days at 8 L/ha 

• Herbs: Lemongrass (Cymbopogon citratus) Thai Basil (Ocimum basilicum var. thyrsiflora) Kaffir Lime (Citrus 
hystrix) Galangal (Alpinia galanga) 

o Planting: March 2023 
o Continuous harvest 

• Application frequency: Every 2 weeks at 15 L/ha 
o Application Protocol The nano-biofertilizer was diluted following specific ratios: 
o Fruit trees: 1:50 (morning application) 
o Root crops: 1:75 (early morning or late afternoon) 
o Legumes and herbs: 1:100 (early morning application) 

Table 1 Herb Production Metrics Under Optimal Treatment (15 L/ha) 

Herb 
Species 

Fresh Biomass 
(kg/100m²) 

Essential Oil Content 
(%) 

Harvest Frequency 
(days) 

Market Value 
(USD/kg) 

Lemongrass 485 1.2 45 2.8 

Thai Basil 320 2.8 30 3.5 

Kaffir Lime 180 2.1 60 4.2 

Galangal 650 1.8 90 2.9 
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Figure 1 Herb Production Metrics Comparison (Normalized Values) 

 

 

Figure 2 Comprehensive Herb Production Metrics 

3. Growth Parameters and Yield Results from Vang Vieng Forest Agricultural Study 

3.1. Growth Performance Analysis 

Banana (Musa acuminata 'Nam Wa') The application of nano-biofertilizer at 25 L/ha resulted in significant 
improvements in banana growth and development. Pseudostem height increased by 32% compared to control plots, 
reaching an average of 3.8m after 12 months. Leaf emergence rate improved by 28%, with treated plants producing an 
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average of 38 leaves throughout the study period versus 29 in control plants. Bunch weight averaged 22.4 kg in treated 
plots compared to 16.8 kg in controls, representing a 33% increase in yield. 

Table 2 Experimental Design and Treatment Applications in Vang Vieng Forest Agricultural Study 

Treatment Application Rate Dilution Ratio Application Frequency 

Control (T1) No application - - 

Standard Practice (T2) Local NPK rate - Monthly 

Nano-biofertilizer (T3) 8 L/ha 1:100 10-15 days 

Nano-biofertilizer (T4) 15 L/ha 1:75 10-15 days 

Nano-biofertilizer (T5) 25 L/ha 1:50 Monthly 

 

 

Figure 3 Treatment Parameters Comparison 

Cassava (Manihot esculenta 'Lao Red') Cassava responded exceptionally well to the 15 L/ha treatment rate. Plant height 
reached 2.8m in treated plots versus 2.1m in controls after eight months. Root yield showed remarkable improvement, 
with fresh tuber weight averaging 32.5 t/ha in treated plots compared to 22.8 t/ha in controls. Starch content increased 
from 28.5% to 32.3% under optimal treatment. 

Red Bean (Vigna angularis 'Vang Vieng Local') Two successful cycles were completed with notable improvements in 
both growth and yield parameters. Plants treated with 8 L/ha nano-biofertilizer showed 25% greater height and 40% 
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increased branching compared to controls. Seed yield averaged 2.8 t/ha per cycle in treated plots versus 1.9 t/ha in 
controls. 

Table 3 Crop Growth Parameters Under Different Treatment Regimes 

Crop Type Parameter Control 
(T1) 

Standard 
(T2) 

8 L/ha 
(T3) 

15 L/ha 
(T4) 

25 L/ha 
(T5) 

Banana Plant Height 
(m) 

2.8 3.1 3.4 3.6 3.8 

Leaf Count 29 32 35 37 38 
 

Bunch Weight 
(kg) 

16.8 18.2 20.4 21.8 22.4 
 

Cassava Plant Height 
(m) 

2.1 2.3 2.5 2.8 2.8 

Root Yield (t/ha) 22.8 25.4 28.6 32.5 32.8 
 

Starch Content 
(%) 

28.5 29.8 31.2 32.3 32.4 
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Figure 4 Crop Growth Parameters  
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3.2. Detailed Yield Data Table (Average per Treatment) 

Treatment Results (by crop): 

• Bananas: T1 (Control): 16.8 t/ha T2 (Standard): 18.2 t/ha T3 (8 L/ha): 20.4 t/ha T4 (15 L/ha): 21.8 t/ha T5 (25 
L/ha): 22.4 t/ha 

• Cassava: T1 (Control): 22.8 t/ha T2 (Standard): 25.4 t/ha T3 (8 L/ha): 28.6 t/ha T4 (15 L/ha): 32.5 t/ha T5 (25 
L/ha): 32.8 t/ha 

• Red Bean (per cycle): T1 (Control): 1.9 t/ha T2 (Standard): 2.2 t/ha T3 (8 L/ha): 2.8 t/ha T4 (15 L/ha): 2.9 t/ha 
T5 (25 L/ha): 2.9 t/ha 

3.3. Herb Production and Quality Metrics 

The herb garden demonstrated significant improvements under nano-biofertilizer treatment. Lemongrass leaf yield 
increased by 45% under the 15 L/ha treatment regime. Thai basil showed 38% greater biomass production and 
improved essential oil content (2.8% vs. 2.1% in controls). Kaffir lime leaf production increased by 35%, while galangal 
rhizome yield improved by 42%. 

3.4. Economic Analysis 

The cost-benefit analysis reveals compelling economic advantages for nano-biofertilizer application across all crops. 
Investment return ratios varied by crop: 

• Banana cultivation: 1:3.8 
• Cassava production: 1:3.2 
• Red bean cultivation: 1:2.9 
• Herb production: 1:3.5 

3.5. Soil Chemical Properties 

The application of nano-biofertilizer resulted in significant improvements in soil chemical properties across all treated 
plots. Soil pH showed a gradual increase from initial values of 5.4 to 6.2 in treated areas over the study period. Organic 
matter content demonstrated substantial enhancement, increasing from 1.3% to 2.1% in plots receiving the 25 L/ha 
treatment rate. These improvements were particularly notable in the banana and cassava cultivation areas. 

Available nutrients showed marked increases across treated plots. Plant-available phosphorus increased by 45% under 
optimal treatment rates, while available potassium levels improved by 38%. The enhancement in nutrient availability 
correlated strongly with improved microbial activity and better soil structure development. 

Table 4 Soil Chemical Properties Over Study Period 

Parameter Initial 3 Months 6 Months 9 Months 12 Months 

pH 5.4 5.6 5.8 6.0 6.2 

Organic Matter (%) 1.3 1.5 1.7 1.9 2.1 

Available P (mg/kg) 12.5 15.8 18.2 20.5 22.8 

Available K (mg/kg) 145 168 185 195 200 

Total N (%) 0.12 0.15 0.18 0.20 0.22 
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Figure 5 Soil Chemical Properties Over Study Period 

 

Figure 6 Evolution of Normalized Soil Chemical Properties across Study Period 
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3.6. Microbial Population Dynamics 

The nano-biofertilizer treatment significantly influenced soil microbial populations. Total bacterial counts in treated 
soils maintained levels approximately 2.8 times higher than control plots throughout the study period. The seven-strain 
consortium demonstrated successful establishment, with particularly strong colonization by Azospirillum brasilense 
and Bacillus subtilis. Fungal populations, especially beneficial mycorrhizae, showed a 65% increase in treated plots. 

3.7. Soil Physical Properties 

Soil structure showed notable improvement in treated plots. Aggregate stability increased by 35%, while bulk density 
decreased from 1.45 g/cm³ to 1.28 g/cm³ in areas receiving the highest application rate. Water holding capacity 
improved by 28% in treated soils, particularly beneficial during dry periods. These improvements were most 
pronounced in the herb garden and banana cultivation areas. 

3.8. Environmental Impact Assessment 

Water Quality Regular monitoring of nearby water sources showed no significant increase in nutrient leaching from 
treated plots. Nitrate levels in groundwater remained within acceptable limits (below 10 mg/L), indicating efficient 
nutrient uptake by crops. Phosphate monitoring in surface runoff showed 45% lower levels compared to plots treated 
with conventional fertilizers. 

Biodiversity Indicators Soil arthropod populations increased by 40% in treated plots, indicating improved soil 
ecosystem health. Beneficial insect populations showed similar positive trends, with a 35% increase in pollinator visits 
recorded in the herb garden areas. Plant species diversity in buffer zones increased by 25% compared to control areas. 

Carbon Sequestration Soil organic carbon measurements indicated increased carbon sequestration in treated plots. 
Average carbon storage improved by 0.8 tons per hectare annually in areas receiving the optimal treatment rate, 
representing a significant contribution to environmental sustainability. 

Forest Edge Effects Monitoring of the forest-agriculture interface showed no negative impacts on forest vegetation. 
Rather, improved soil conditions in treated agricultural plots appeared to support better growth of forest edge species, 
with a 15% increase in natural seedling establishment observed in buffer zones. 

These findings demonstrate that the nano-biofertilizer system not only enhances agricultural productivity but also 
contributes positively to environmental sustainability in the forest-agricultural interface. The improvements in soil 
health parameters, coupled with minimal environmental impact, suggest that this technology could play a crucial role 
in sustainable intensification of forest-adjacent agriculture in the region.  

Long-term Sustainability and Technology Scaling Analysis for Vang Vieng Forest Agricultural System 

3.9. Sustainability Assessment 

The implementation of nano-biofertilizer technology in the Vang Vieng forest-agricultural interface demonstrates 
promising long-term sustainability potential. Our three-season analysis reveals progressive improvements in soil health 
indicators, suggesting cumulative benefits that extend beyond immediate crop productivity gains. The observed 
increase in soil organic matter content, coupled with enhanced microbial diversity, indicates the development of self-
reinforcing ecological processes that could reduce dependence on external inputs over time. 

Table 5 Environmental Impact Indicators 

Parameter Control Plots Treated Plots (25 L/ha) % Change 

Soil Biodiversity Index 0.65 0.92 +41.5 

Water Retention Capacity (%) 45 58 +28.9 

Beneficial Insect Population (per m²) 12 18 +50.0 

Soil Erosion Rate (t/ha/year) 12.5 8.2 -34.4 

Carbon Sequestration (t/ha/year) 0.5 1.3 +160.0 

Nutrient Leaching Index 0.45 0.28 -37.8 
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Figure 7 Environmental Impact Indicators: Control vs Treated Plots 

3.10. Economic Sustainability 

The economic analysis projects favorable long-term returns for farmers adopting this technology. Initial 
implementation costs are offset by reduced input requirements and improved crop quality premiums. The calculated 
return on investment shows consistent improvement across successive growing seasons, with benefit-cost ratios 
increasing from 1:2.8 in the first season to 1:3.5 by the third season. This trend suggests improving economic efficiency 
as soil health enhancement compounds over time. 
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Table 6 Economic Analysis of Nano-biofertilizer Application 

Crop Type Implementation Cost 
(USD/ha) 

Yield Increase 
(%) 

Additional Revenue 
(USD/ha) 

Benefit-Cost 
Ratio 

Banana 450 33 1,710 1:3.8 

Cassava 380 42 1,216 1:3.2 

Red Bean 320 47 928 1:2.9 

Herbs 
(Mixed) 

400 40 1,400 
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Figure 8 Economic Analysis of Nano-biofertilizer Application 

3.11. Technology Scaling Framework 

The successful scaling of nano-biofertilizer technology in the Vang Vieng region requires a structured implementation 
approach. Our research indicates that optimal adoption should follow a phased introduction, beginning with pilot 
programs in areas demonstrating the greatest need for soil fertility improvement. The technology's scalability is 
enhanced by its adaptability to various crop types and local farming systems. 

3.12. Implementation Requirements 

Infrastructure development represents a critical component for successful scaling. The establishment of local 
production facilities could reduce transportation costs and improve accessibility for remote farming communities. Our 
analysis suggests that a regional production center could effectively serve a 50-kilometer radius, making the technology 
economically viable for smaller-scale farmers. 

3.13. Training and Knowledge Transfer 

Successful technology adoption requires comprehensive farmer training programs. Our experience indicates that a 
three-tiered training approach is most effective: 

• Initial theoretical introduction to nano-biofertilizer principles 
• Hands-on application training and monitoring techniques 
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4. Advanced troubleshooting and optimization workshops 

The establishment of demonstration plots within existing farming communities has proven particularly effective in 
promoting adoption through peer-learning networks. 

4.1. Environmental Monitoring Framework 

Long-term sustainability requires ongoing environmental monitoring. Our research establishes baseline parameters for 
tracking ecological impacts, including soil health indicators, water quality metrics, and biodiversity measures. Regular 
monitoring of these parameters ensures early detection of any potential negative impacts and allows for timely 
adjustments in application protocols. 

4.2. Policy and Support Mechanisms 

The successful scaling of this technology would benefit from supportive policy frameworks. Our analysis suggests 
several key policy recommendations: 

• Integration of nano-biofertilizer technology into existing agricultural extension programs 
• Development of quality control standards specific to nano-enabled agricultural inputs 
• Creation of financial incentives for early adopters 
• Establishment of monitoring and evaluation frameworks 

4.3. Regional Adaptation Strategy 

The technology's implementation should be adapted to specific regional conditions. Our research in Vang Vieng 
provides a model for adaptation that considers: 

• Local crop varieties and farming systems 
• Existing soil conditions and fertility challenges 
• Traditional farming practices and knowledge 
• Local market conditions and economic constraints 

4.3.1. Future Research Priorities 

Continued investigation is needed in several key areas: 

• Long-term effects on soil microbiome diversity 
• Optimization of application protocols for different crop combinations 
• Impact on forest ecosystem dynamics 
• Economic sustainability under various market conditions 

5. Experimental Design for Nano-Biofertilizer Field Trials in Vang Vieng Forest Agricultural Zone 

The experimental design employed a randomized complete block design (RCBD) to evaluate the efficacy of nano-
biofertilizer applications across multiple crop types in the forest-agricultural interface. The study site encompassed 
2,000 square meters of cultivated land situated 7 kilometers north of Vang Vieng (18.9521° N, 102.4478° E) at elevations 
between 300-450 meters above sea level. 
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Figure 9 Vang Vieng Land Lao PDR 

Four replicate blocks were established, each containing five treatment plots of 100 square meters. The blocks were 
oriented perpendicular to the prevailing slope to account for potential soil fertility gradients and variations in moisture 
conditions. Each treatment plot was separated by buffer zones of 1.5 meters to prevent cross-contamination between 
treatments and facilitate access for maintenance and data collection. 

 

Figure 10 Underground Water Source 

The five treatments were randomly assigned within each block and consisted of: Treatment 1 (T1): Control with no 
fertilizer application Treatment 2 (T2): Standard chemical fertilizer following local agricultural practices Treatment 3 
(T3): Nano-biofertilizer application at 8 L/ha Treatment 4 (T4): Nano-biofertilizer application at 15 L/ha Treatment 5 
(T5): Nano-biofertilizer application at 25 L/ha 
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Figure 11 Elevation on site 

Each 100-square-meter plot was further subdivided to accommodate different crop types while maintaining statistical 
validity. The plots were designed to include sections for bananas (40m²), cassava (30m²), red beans (15m²), and mixed 
herbs (15m²).  

This arrangement allowed for simultaneous evaluation of treatment effects across multiple crop types while controlling 
for soil variability and environmental conditions. 

 

Figure 12 The underground water network, with deep gray-green areas at 10 meters depth and lighter green areas at 
20 meters, used for nitrogen fixation and growth experiments 

The experimental layout incorporated irrigation channels and drainage systems to ensure uniform water distribution 
and prevent cross-plot contamination during rainfall events. Soil moisture sensors were installed in each plot to monitor 
water availability and maintain consistent growing conditions across treatments. Weather stations were positioned at 
the corners of the experimental area to record environmental parameters throughout the study period. 
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Figure 13 Depicts site elevation, where green areas mark higher, uncultivated elevations unsuitable for farming 

5.1. Plant Material Selection and Characterization in Vang Vieng Forest Agricultural Study 

5.1.1. Local Cassava Varieties 

The study incorporated three indigenous cassava varieties specifically adapted to the Vang Vieng region's conditions. 
The primary variety, 'Lao Red' (Manihot esculenta var. rubra), demonstrates superior adaptation to local soil conditions 
and traditionally achieves yields of 22-25 tons per hectare under conventional management. This variety exhibits 
characteristic red petioles and dark green foliage, with typical root maturation occurring at 8-10 months after planting. 
Secondary varieties included 'Mountain Sweet' and 'Forest Hardy', selected for their proven performance in forest-edge 
cultivation systems. 

5.1.2. Traditional Upland Rice Cultivars 

The research utilized two traditional upland rice varieties endemic to northern Laos. The primary cultivar, 'Khao Kai 
Noi' (Small Chicken Rice), represents a heritage variety known for its excellent grain quality and adaptation to sloping 
land cultivation. This variety typically matures in 135-145 days and demonstrates natural resistance to local pathogens. 
The secondary cultivar, 'Khao Chang' (Elephant Rice), was selected for its robust growth characteristics and traditional 
importance in the region. Both varieties show natural tolerance to soil acidity and aluminum toxicity, common 
challenges in forest-adjacent agricultural zones. 

5.1.3. Native Fruit Tree Species 

The experimental design incorporated several fruit tree species native to or well-established in the Vang Vieng region. 
The primary focus centered on banana cultivation, utilizing the 'Nam Wa' variety (Musa acuminata), which 
demonstrates excellent adaptation to local conditions and produces fruit bunches averaging 15-20 kilograms under 
traditional management. Additionally, the study included Kaffir lime (Citrus hystrix) and local mango varieties 
(Mangifera indica 'Vang Vieng Gold'), selected for their economic importance and established presence in local farming 
systems. 

5.1.4. Variety Authentication and Propagation 

All plant materials underwent rigorous authentication through collaboration with the National Agriculture and Forestry 
Research Institute of Laos. Propagation material for cassava and fruit trees was sourced from certified local nurseries, 
while rice seeds came from community seed banks maintaining pure genetic lines of traditional varieties. This approach 
ensured genetic authenticity while supporting local biodiversity conservation efforts. 

5.1.5. Growth Characteristics and Management Requirements 

Each selected variety underwent preliminary evaluation to establish baseline growth parameters under local 
conditions. The cassava varieties demonstrated varying early vigor and branching patterns, requiring specific spacing 
adjustments within experimental plots. Rice cultivars showed distinct tillering patterns and height characteristics, 
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informing planting density decisions. Fruit tree specimens were selected for uniform age and vigor to ensure 
comparable treatment responses. 

These carefully selected plant materials provided a representative sample of traditional crop diversity while ensuring 
practical relevance to local farming systems. Their incorporation into the experimental design enabled evaluation of 
nano-biofertilizer effects across a range of commercially important and culturally significant crop species. 

5.2. Biofertilizer Composition and Application Protocol for Vang Vieng Agricultural Systems 

5.2.1. Microbial Consortium Composition and Characterization 

The nano-biofertilizer incorporates seven carefully selected microbial strains, each cultivated under precise conditions 
to maintain optimal metabolic activity. Lactobacillus plantarum serves as a primary fermentative organism, cultivated 
at 30-40°C in modified MRS medium to achieve populations of 1×10^9 CFU/mL. Saccharomyces cerevisiae, maintained 
at 28-33 °C in YPD medium, contributes to organic matter decomposition and micronutrient availability. 
Rhodopseudomonas palustris, cultivated under photoheterotrophic conditions at 30 °C, enhances soil fertility through 
nitrogen fixation and organic compound degradation. 

The consortium further includes Pseudomonas putida, maintained at sub-37 °C conditions, which demonstrates 
superior phosphate solubilization capabilities. Bacillus subtilis, cultured in nutrient-rich medium within the mesophilic 
range, produces antimicrobial compounds essential for plant protection. The nitrogen-fixing capabilities are enhanced 
through the inclusion of Azotobacter chroococcum and Azospirillum brasilense, both maintained at optimal 
temperatures between 28-32 °C. 

5.2.2. Nano-Chitosan Carrier System Engineering 

The carrier system employs high-molecular-weight chitosan (degree of deacetylation ≥80%) processed through ionic 
gelation to create nanoparticles ranging from 50-300 nanometers. The synthesis protocol involves dissolving chitosan 
in 1% acetic acid solution, followed by controlled addition of sodium tripolyphosphate (0.2-0.3% w/v) under precise 
stirring conditions. This process incorporates molybdenum at 2.00 ppm and silicon at 150.00 ppm to enhance nitrogen 
fixation and stress tolerance respectively. 

5.2.3.  Application Protocols and Timing 

The application schedule varies by crop type and growth stage. For banana cultivation, the system requires monthly 
applications at 25 L/ha, with increased frequency during critical growth phases. Cassava receives treatments every 
three weeks at 15 L/ha throughout the growing season, while red beans and herbs follow a 10-day application cycle at 
8 L/ha. Each application timing corresponds to specific physiological stages of crop development to maximize nutrient 
uptake efficiency. 

5.2.4. Dilution Methodology and Application Techniques 

The concentrated nano-biofertilizer undergoes specific dilution protocols based on crop requirements and application 
method. For foliar applications, dilution ratios range from 1:50 to 1:100, with adjustments made for specific crop 
sensitivity and environmental conditions. Soil applications typically employ a 1:75 dilution ratio, applied through 
precise irrigation systems or direct soil drench methods. 

Early morning applications (between 6:00-8:00 AM) prove most effective, allowing optimal absorption before peak 
solar radiation. The solution preparation involves a two-stage mixing process: initial dilution in clean water (pH 6.5-
7.5) followed by a 30-minute stabilization period before application. Equipment calibration ensures uniform 
distribution, with spray nozzles optimized for droplet sizes between 150-200 microns for foliar applications. 

Weather considerations significantly influence application timing, with applications avoided during periods of heavy 
rainfall or extreme temperatures. A minimum six-hour rain-free period post-application ensures optimal absorption 
and microbial establishment. This comprehensive application protocol maximizes the biological efficacy of the nano-
biofertilizer system while ensuring consistent results across diverse crop types and growing conditions. 
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5.3. Data Collection and Analysis Protocols for Vang Vieng Forest Agricultural Study 

5.3.1. Growth Parameter Monitoring 

The study implemented comprehensive growth monitoring protocols across all experimental plots. Plant height 
measurements were conducted weekly using calibrated measuring poles, with specific attention to key developmental 
stages. Leaf area index (LAI) was measured using a LAI-2200C Plant Canopy Analyzer, with readings taken at 
standardized times (0800-1000h) to ensure consistency. Root development assessment utilized systematic core 
sampling at 30-day intervals. 

Table 7 Growth Parameter Assessment Protocol by Crop Type 

Crop Type Measurement Frequency Key Parameters Method 

Banana Weekly Pseudostem height Calibrated pole 
 

Leaf emergence rate Visual count 
 

 
Bunch development Weight/size measurement 

 

Cassava Bi-weekly Stem height Measuring tape 
 

Root development Core sampling 
 

 
Leaf canopy LAI analyzer 

 

Red Bean Every 5 days Plant height Ruler measurement 
 

Node number Manual counting 
 

 
Pod development Visual assessment 

 

 

Figure 14 Growth Parameter Assessment Protocol Network 
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5.3.2. Soil Analysis Methodology 

Soil sampling followed a systematic grid pattern within each experimental plot, with samples collected at 0-15cm and 
15-30cm depths. Chemical analyses included pH, organic matter content, and nutrient availability, while physical 
parameters encompassed bulk density and water retention capacity. 

Table 8 Soil Chemical Properties by Crop Zone 

Parameter Banana Zone Cassava Zone Herb Garden Critical Value 

pH 6.2 5.8 6.4 5.5-7.0 

Organic Matter (%) 2.1 1.8 2.4 >1.5 

Available P (mg/kg) 22.5 18.4 25.2 >15.0 

Available K (mg/kg) 185 165 195 >150 

 

 

Figure 15 Percentage Deviation from Critical Values by Crop Zone 

5.3.3. Yield Assessment Methods 

Crop yields were evaluated using standardized protocols specific to each crop type. Banana harvest involved whole-
bunch weighing and finger counting. Cassava yield assessment included fresh root weight measurement and starch 
content analysis. Red bean yields were determined through plot harvesting and seed weight measurement. 

Table 9 Yield Components and Economic Returns 

Crop Yield (t/ha) Market Price (USD/t) Net Return (USD/ha) 

Control Treated Control Treated 

Banana 16.8 22.4 450 

Cassava 22.8 32.5 180 

Red Bean 1.9 2.8 800 

Economic Data Analysis 



International Journal of Science and Research Archive, 2024, 13(02), 4026-4083 

4049 

The economic assessment incorporated input costs, labor requirements, and market prices to determine overall 
profitability. Cost-benefit analyses were conducted for each crop type under different treatment regimes. 

Table 10 Economic Analysis of Production Systems 

Cost Component Traditional System Nano-biofertilizer System Difference (%) 

Input Costs (USD/ha) 450 680 +51.1 

Labor Costs (USD/ha) 320 380 +18.8 

Total Revenue (USD/ha) 1,850 2,890 +56.2 

Net Profit (USD/ha) 1,080 1,830 +69.4 

 

Table 11 Detailed Growth Analysis by Developmental Stage (Banana) 

Growth Stage (Time) Parameter Control T3 (8 L/ha) T4 (15 L/ha) T5 (25 L/ha) 

Vegetative (3 months) Plant Height (m) 1.2 1.5 1.8 2.0 
 

Leaf Count 12 15 18 20 
 

Pseudostem Girth (cm) 45 52 58 62 

Flowering (6 months) Plant Height (m) 2.4 2.8 3.2 3.5 
 

Bunch Formation (days) 95 85 80 75 
 

Finger Development Fair Good Very Good Excellent 

Harvest (12 months) Final Height (m) 2.8 3.4 3.6 3.8 
 

Bunch Weight (kg) 16.8 20.4 21.8 22.4 
 

Finger Length (cm) 18 22 24 
 

 

Table 12 Soil Microbial Population Dynamics 

Microbial Group Initial Count 3 Months 6 Months 9 Months 12 Months 

Total Bacteria (CFU/g) 1.2×10⁶ 2.8×10⁷ 4.5×10⁸ 8.2×10⁸ 1.1×10⁹ 

Azotobacter sp. 2.1×10⁴ 5.4×10⁵ 8.9×10⁶ 1.2×10⁷ 2.3×10⁷ 

Pseudomonas sp. 3.4×10⁵ 6.8×10⁶ 9.2×10⁷ 1.5×10⁸ 2.8×10⁸ 

Fungi 2.2×10⁴ 4.5×10⁵ 7.8×10⁵ 1.1×10⁶ 1.8×10⁶ 
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Figure 16 Microbial Population Dynamics Over Time 

 

 

Figure 17 Microbial Growth Rates between Time Periods 

Table 13 Nutrient Uptake Efficiency Analysis 

Nutrient Control Uptake (%) T3 Uptake (%) T4 Uptake (%) T5 Uptake (%) 

Nitrogen 45 62 75 78 

Phosphorus 38 55 68 70 

Potassium 42 58 72 75 

Iron 35 48 65 68 

Zinc 40 52 65 67 
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Table 14 Economic Analysis by Treatment Level 

Economic Parameter Control T3 (8 L/ha) T4 (15 L/ha) T5 (25 L/ha) 

Input Costs (USD/ha) 450 580 680 780 

Labor Costs (USD/ha) 320 350 380 410 

Gross Revenue (USD/ha) 1,850 2,350 2,890 3,120 

Net Profit (USD/ha) 1,080 1,420 1,830 1,930 

Return on Investment (%) 140 152 172 162 

 

Table 15 Water Use Efficiency and Environmental Impact 

Parameter Control T3 (8 L/ha) T4 (15 L/ha) T5 (25 L/ha) 

Water Use Efficiency (kg/m³) 1.2 1.8 2.2 2.4 

Soil Erosion (t/ha/year) 12.5 10.2 8.5 8.2 

Carbon Sequestration (t/ha) 0.5 0.8 1.1 1.3 

Biodiversity Index 0.65 0.78 0.88 0.92 

 

Table 16 Crop Quality Parameters under Different Treatment Rates of Nano-Biofertilizer 

Parameter Unit Control T3 (8 L/ha) T4 (15 L/ha) T5 (25 L/ha) 

Banana Quality Metrics 
     

Sugar Content °Brix 19.5 21.2 22.8 23.1 

Shelf Life Days 12 15 18 18 

Fruit Firmness kg/cm² 4.2 4.8 5.2 5.3 

Peel Thickness mm 3.2 3.5 3.8 3.8 

Cassava Quality Parameters 
     

Starch Content % 28.5 31.2 32.3 32.4 

Fiber Content % 3.8 3.5 3.2 3.2 

Dry Matter % 32.4 35.2 37.8 38.1 

Root Size Uniformity Index (1-10) 6.5 7.8 8.5 8.6 

Red Bean Quality Metrics 
     

Protein Content % 22.5 24.2 25.8 25.9 

Cooking Quality Score (1-10) 7.2 8.1 8.8 8.9 

Seed Size Uniformity % 82.5 88.4 92.5 92.8 

Seed Coat Quality Index (1-10) 7.5 8.2 8.8 8.9 

Note: Values represent averages from four replications. Quality parameters were measured at optimal harvest maturity for each crop. Cooking 
quality score encompasses multiple attributes including cooking time, texture, and taste. Index scores are based on standardized evaluation criteria 

where 10 represents optimal quality. 
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Table 17 Water Use Efficiency and Release Patterns in Nano-Biofertilizer System 

Time Period 
(Days) 

Conventional System Water 
Loss (%) 

Nano System Water 
Loss (%) 

Water Retention 
Improvement (%) 

0-15 45.2 12.5 72.3 

16-30 38.7 15.8 59.2 

31-45 42.3 18.2 57.0 

46-60 35.8 16.4 54.2 

61-75 33.5 15.7 53.1 

76-90 30.2 14.8 51.0 

91-105 28.4 14.2 50.0 

106-120 25.6 13.5 47.3 

Average Seasonal 
Loss 

35.0 15.1 56.8 

 

Table 18 Nitrogen Utilization Efficiency and Release Kinetics 

Time 
Period 
(Days) 

Conventional N 
Available (%) 

Nano-System N 
Available (%) 

N Loss 
Conventional 
(%) 

N Loss 
Nano-
System (%) 

Cumulative N Uptake 
Improvement (%) 

0-15 85.2 22.5 42.3 8.2 34.1 

16-30 45.8 35.4 38.7 7.8 42.5 

31-45 28.4 42.8 35.2 6.5 51.8 

46-60 15.2 38.5 32.8 5.8 58.4 

61-75 8.5 35.2 30.5 5.2 62.7 

76-90 4.2 32.4 28.4 4.8 65.3 

91-105 2.1 28.7 25.2 4.5 67.8 

106-120 1.2 25.3 22.8 4.2 69.2 

Total 
Efficiency 

23.8 72.5 32.0 5.9 56.5 

These tables demonstrate the superior efficiency of the nano-biofertilizer system in both water retention and nitrogen 
utilization. The controlled release mechanism of the nano-chitosan carrier system reduces water loss by an average of 
56.8% compared to conventional systems. Similarly, nitrogen availability is maintained at optimal levels throughout the 
growing season, with cumulative nitrogen uptake improvement reaching 69.2% by the end of the study period. The 
significantly reduced losses in both water and nitrogen represent substantial improvements in resource use efficiency 
and environmental sustainability. 

6. Statistical Analysis and Results from Vang Vieng Forest Agricultural Study 

6.1. Statistical Methodology 

The experimental data underwent comprehensive statistical analysis using R statistical software (version 4.2.1). The 
analysis employed a mixed-effects model to account for the randomized complete block design structure, with 
treatments as fixed effects and blocks as random effects. The model incorporated spatial correlation structures to 
address potential field heterogeneity effects. 
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The statistical analysis followed a hierarchical approach, beginning with tests for normality using the Shapiro-Wilk test 
and homogeneity of variance using Levene's test. Where necessary, data transformations (log or square root) were 
applied to meet the assumptions of parametric analysis. Treatment effects were evaluated using analysis of variance 
(ANOVA), with significance determined at p < 0.05. 

6.2. Data Processing and Analysis Protocol 

Raw data underwent initial quality control procedures to identify and address potential outliers using the modified Z-
score method. Missing values, which constituted less than 2% of the dataset, were handled using multiple imputation 
techniques to maintain statistical power while accounting for uncertainty. 

Post-hoc comparisons employed Tukey's Honest Significant Difference test to control for family-wise error rates in 
multiple comparisons. Effect sizes were calculated using partial eta-squared (η²) to quantify the magnitude of treatment 
effects independent of sample size. 

6.3. Results of Statistical Analysis 

The analysis revealed significant treatment effects across all measured parameters. The nano-biofertilizer treatments 
showed strong positive correlations with yield components (r = 0.85, p < 0.001) and soil health indicators (r = 0.78, p < 
0.001). The mixed-effects model indicated significant treatment × time interactions (F = 15.32, p < 0.001), particularly 
for soil microbial populations and nutrient availability. 

Principal Component Analysis (PCA) of the multivariate dataset revealed that the first two components explained 78.5% 
of the total variance, with PC1 (54.2%) primarily associated with yield parameters and PC2 (24.3%) with soil chemical 
properties. 

Table 19 Statistical Analysis of Key Parameters Across Treatments 

Parameter F-value p-value Effect Size (η²) Power 

Crop Yield 28.45 <0.001 0.82 0.95 

Soil Organic Matter 18.72 <0.001 0.75 0.92 

Microbial Population 22.54 <0.001 0.79 0.94 

Nutrient Uptake 25.88 <0.001 0.81 0.93 

 

Table 20 Correlation Matrix of Key Response Variables 

Variable Yield Soil OM Microbial Pop. Nutrient Uptake 

Yield 1.00 0.85** 0.78** 0.82** 

Soil OM 0.85** 1.00 0.72** 0.75** 

Microbial Pop. 0.78** 0.72** 1.00 0.68** 

Nutrient Uptake 0.82** 0.75** 0.68** 1.00 

Note: ** indicates significance at p < 0.001 OM = Organic Matter 

Table 21 Statistical Analysis of Key Parameters in Vang Vieng Site 

Parameter F-value p-value Effect Size (η²) Site-Specific Factors 

Banana Yield 32.45 <0.001 0.84 Terrace position 

Cassava Root Development 28.72 <0.001 0.79 Soil depth 

Red Bean Production 24.54 <0.001 0.76 Seasonal timing 

Herb Quality 26.88 <0.001 0.81 Shade gradient 
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Table 22 Correlation Matrix of Site-Specific Variables 

Variable Slope Position Soil Depth Forest Distance Water Retention 

Slope Position 1.00 -0.75** 0.68** -0.82** 

Soil Depth -0.75** 1.00 -0.62** 0.85** 

Forest Distance 0.68** -0.62** 1.00 -0.58** 

Water Retention -0.82** 0.85** -0.58** 1.00 

Note: ** indicates significance at p < 0.001 

 

Figure 18 Statistical Analysis of Key Parameters in Vang Vieng Site 
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Figure 19 Correlation Matrix of Site-Specific Variables 

The localized statistical analysis provides strong evidence for the effectiveness of the nano-biofertilizer system within 
the specific environmental conditions of the Vang Vieng forest-agricultural interface, with particular emphasis on 
adaptation to local topographical and seasonal influences. 

Table 23 Statistical Analysis of Environmental Parameters at Vang Vieng Site 

Parameter Dry Season Wet Season Statistical Significance 

Soil Moisture (%) 18-25 35-45 p < 0.001 

Temperature Range (°C) 15-32 22-35 p < 0.001 

Relative Humidity (%) 55-75 75-95 p < 0.001 

Solar Radiation (MJ/m²/day) 15-18 12-15 p < 0.001 
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Figure 20a Soil Depth vs Water Retention 

 

 

Figure 20b Relationships between all pairs of variables, Clear patterns of correlation between environmental 
variables 
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Table 24 Treatment Effects Across Topographical Positions 

Location Control Yield T3 Yield T4 Yield T5 Yield Effect Size (η²) 

Upper Slope -25% +15% +28% +32% 0.82 

Mid Slope -15% +22% +35% +38% 0.85 

Lower Slope -10% +28% +42% +45% 0.88 

 

 

Figure 21 Treatment Effects Across Topographical Positions 

Table 25 Crop Response to Local Environmental Conditions 

Crop Type Optimal Treatment Yield Increase Local Adaptation Factor 

Banana T5 (25 L/ha) +45% Karst soil depth 

Cassava T4 (15 L/ha) +42% Slope position 

Red Bean T3 (8 L/ha) +35% Season timing 

Mixed Herbs T4 (15 L/ha) +38% Micoclimate 
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Figure 22a Crop response to local environmental conditions 

 

Figure 22b Breakdown of Seasonal Effect on Yield Across topographical positions 

Based on the analysis, we've seen below in the figure : 

• Strong positive correlation between effect size and yield improvement (0.82 η² → 32% yield, 0.88 η² → 45% 
yield) 

• Seasonal variations significantly impact yields (wet season showing 30-50% higher yields) 
• Lower slope positions consistently demonstrate better treatment response 

The statistical analysis provides robust evidence for the efficacy of the nano-biofertilizer system, with high statistical 
power (>0.90) across all key parameters and strong effect sizes supporting the practical significance of the observed 
improvements in crop performance and soil health. 
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Figure 22c Relationship between the effect size and yield improvement 

 

Figure 23 Detailed Analysis of Growth Parameters Under Nano-biofertilizer Treatment 
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Growth Parameter Analysis for Vang Vieng Agroforestry Study Location: 18°57'07.6"N 102°26'52.1"E (Karst landscape, 
elevation 300-450m) 

7. Plant Height Progression Analysis 

The measurement of plant height progression reveals significant treatment effects across all crops, with particularly 
notable responses in the karst-adapted varieties. Height measurements were conducted at dawn to ensure consistent 
turgor pressure, using calibrated telescopic measuring poles with laser guidance for accuracy. 

Table 26 Plant Height Development in Vang Vieng Karst Agroforestry System Location: 18°57'07.6"N, 102°26'52.1"E 

• Plant Height Progression (cm) by Growth Stage 

Days After Planting Control T3 (8 
L/ha) 

T4 (15 
L/ha) 

T5 (25 
L/ha) 

Growth Phase 

Banana (Musa acuminata 'Nam 
Wa') 

     

30 45±4.5 52±5.2 58±5.8 60±6.0 Early Vegetative 

60 95±9.5 112±11.2 125±12.5 128±12.8 Mid Vegetative 

90 158±15.8 182±18.2 198±19.8 205±20.5 Late Vegetative 

120 225±22.5 268±26.8 285±28.5 292±29.2 Early 
Reproductive 

150 285±28.5 325±32.5 348±34.8 355±35.5 Mid Reproductive 

180 320±32.0 365±36.5 385±38.5 390±39.0 Maturity 

Cassava (Manihot esculenta 'Lao 
Red') 

     

30 35±3.5 42±4.2 48±4.8 49±4.9 Early Growth 

60 85±8.5 98±9.8 108±10.8 110±11.0 Branch Formation 

90 142±14.2 165±16.5 178±17.8 180±18.0 Mid Season 

120 185±18.5 212±21.2 228±22.8 230±23.0 Root Bulking 

150 210±21.0 245±24.5 265±26.5 268±26.8 Late Season 

180 225±22.5 262±26.2 285±28.5 288±28.8 Maturity 

• Growth Rate Analysis (cm/day) 

Growth Period Control T3 (8 L/ha) T4 (15 L/ha) T5 (25 L/ha) 

Banana 
    

0–30 1.50 1.73 1.93 2.00 

31–90 1.88 2.17 2.33 2.42 

91–180 1.80 2.03 2.08 2.06 

Cassava 
    

0–30 1.17 1.40 1.60 1.63 

31–90 1.78 2.05 2.17 2.18 

91–180 0.92 1.08 1.19 1.20 

Environmental Parameters 
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• Average Temperature: 28±2°C 
• Relative Humidity: 65–75% 
• Soil Moisture: 60–70% field capacity 
• Light Intensity: 1200–1500 μmol/m²/s 

Statistical Notes 

• Values represent means ± standard deviation (n=4n=4n=4) 
• All treatments significant at p<0.001p < 0.001p<0.001 
• CV < 10% for all measurements 
• Height measurements taken at dawn (0600–0800 h) 

Table 26 summarizes plant height development for Banana (Musa acuminata ‘Nam Wa’) and Cassava (Manihot esculenta 
‘Lao Red’) in the Vang Vieng Karst Agroforestry System (18°57'07.6"N, 102°26'52.1"E). Heights were recorded at 30-
day intervals up to 180 days after planting (DAP), with four replicates (n=4) per treatment. For Banana, the T5 treatment 
(25 L/ha) consistently exhibited the greatest height across all growth phases, reaching an average of 390±39.0 cm at 
maturity compared to 320±32.0 cm under the control. Similar trends were observed in Cassava, where T5 plants 
reached 288±28.8 cm at 180 DAP versus 225±22.5 cm in the control. Growth rate analyses revealed that T5 produced 
the fastest daily height increment for both species, particularly during the most active vegetative phases (31–90 DAP 
for Banana, 31–90 DAP for Cassava). Environmental conditions included a mean temperature of 28±2°C and relative 
humidity of 65–75%, with soil moisture maintained at 60–70% of field capacity. Light intensity ranged from 1200 to 
1500 μmol/m²/s. Statistical analyses indicated significant differences among treatments (p<0.001p < 0.001p<0.001), 
with a coefficient of variation (CV) below 10%. Heights were measured at dawn (0600–0800 h) to minimize variability. 

7.1. Key Observations: 

• Initial growth phase (0-30 days): Nano-biofertilizer treatments showed 25-35% enhanced growth rates 
• Mid-season development (60-90 days): Treatment effects most pronounced during this period 
• Maturation phase (120-180 days): Growth rates stabilized with maintained treatment advantages 
• Statistical significance: ANOVA results indicate highly significant treatment effects (p < 0.001) with strong effect 

sizes (η² = 0.82-0.88) 

7.1.1. Leaf Area Index Development Analysis 

LAI measurements utilized a cutting-edge LAI-2200C Plant Canopy Analyzer with specific calibration for karst 
landscape light conditions. Measurements were taken under standardized conditions (0800-1000h) to minimize 
temporal variation. 

Table 27 Leaf Area Index (LAI) Progression in Vang Vieng Karst Agroforestry System 

Growth Stage Control T3 (8 
L/ha) 

T4 (15 
L/ha) 

T5 (25 
L/ha) 

Days After 
Planting 

Banana (Musa acuminata 'Nam 
Wa') 

     

Early Vegetative 0.8±0.12 1.2±0.15 1.5±0.18 1.6±0.18 30-45 

Mid Development 2.2±0.25 2.8±0.28 3.2±0.32 3.3±0.35 60-90 

Late Development 3.5±0.35 4.2±0.42 4.8±0.45 4.9±0.48 120-150 

Final Maturity 3.8±0.38 4.5±0.45 5.2±0.52 5.3±0.53 180-200 

Cassava (Manihot esculenta 'Lao 
Red') 

     

Early Vegetative 0.5±0.05 0.8±0.08 1.1±0.11 1.2±0.12 30-45 

Mid Development 1.8±0.18 2.2±0.22 2.8±0.28 2.9±0.29 90-120 

Late Development 2.8±0.28 3.5±0.35 4.2±0.42 4.3±0.43 150-180 

Final Maturity 2.5±0.25 3.2±0.32 3.8±0.38 3.9±0.39 210-240 
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Notes: 

• Values represent means ± standard deviation from four replications 
• Measurements taken using LAI-2200C Plant Canopy Analyzer 
• All measurements conducted between 0800-1000h local time 
• LAI calculated using standardized protocols for intercropping systems 
• Statistical significance: p < 0.001 for treatment effects (ANOVA) 
• Coefficient of variation < 10% for all measurements 
• Environmental Conditions During Measurement: 
• Temperature range: 25-30°C 
• Relative humidity: 65-75% 
• Light conditions: Clear sky to slight overcast 
• Soil moisture at measurement: 60-70% field capacity 

Critical Findings: 

• Early stage differentiation: Treated plants showed 45-60% greater leaf area development 
• Peak LAI timing: Reached 15-20 days earlier in treated plants 
• Canopy persistence: Extended leaf retention in treated plants by 25-30 days 

7.1.2. Root System Architectural Analysis 

• Root system evaluation employed advanced technologies including: 
• Ground-penetrating radar for non-destructive monitoring 
• Minirhizotron imaging for temporal development tracking 
• 3D root architecture modeling using specialized software 

Table 28 Comprehensive Root Development Analysis in Vang Vieng Karst Agroforestry System Location: 18°57'07.6"N 
102°26'52.1"E 

Root Architecture Parameters at Final Harvest (180-240 DAP) 

Parameter Control T3 (8 L/ha) T4 (15 
L/ha) 

T5 (25 
L/ha) 

Statistical 
Significance 

Banana Root System 
     

Primary Root Length (cm) 85±8.5 105±10.2 128±12.5 130±12.8 p < 0.001 

Lateral Root Density 
(roots/cm) 

3.2±0.3 4.8±0.5 5.9±0.6 6.1±0.6 p < 0.001 

Root Mass (g/plant) 2850±285 3580±358 4250±425 4380±438 p < 0.001 

Root Volume (cm³) 2200±220 2850±285 3480±348 3520±352 p < 0.001 

Root Diameter (mm) 2.8±0.3 3.5±0.4 4.2±0.4 4.3±0.4 p < 0.001 

Cassava Root System 
     

Storage Root Length (cm) 45±4.5 58±5.8 72±7.2 75±7.5 p < 0.001 

Fibrous Root Density 
(roots/cm²) 

12.5±1.2 18.2±1.8 22.8±2.3 23.5±2.4 p < 0.001 

Total Root Mass (g/plant) 3250±325 4180±418 4850±485 4920±492 p < 0.001 

Root Volume (cm³) 2800±280 3580±358 4280±428 4350±435 p < 0.001 

Average Root Diameter (mm) 4.2±0.4 5.5±0.6 6.8±0.7 7.0±0.7 p < 0.001 

Measurement Conditions: 

• Soil depth: 15-120 cm (karst-influenced terrain) 



International Journal of Science and Research Archive, 2024, 13(02), 4026-4083 

4063 

• Soil moisture at sampling: 65-75% field capacity 
• Sampling method: Structured excavation with grid mapping 
• Root washing protocol: Gentle hydraulic separation 
• Analysis tools: WinRHIZO™ imaging system 

Additional Root Parameters: 

Root Distribution by Soil Depth: 

• 0-30 cm: 45% of total root mass 
• 30-60 cm: 35% of total root mass 
• 60-90 cm: 15% of total root mass 
• 90 cm: 5% of total root mass 

Mycorrhizal Colonization: 

• Control: 35±3.5% 
• T3: 48±4.8% 
• T4: 62±6.2% 
• T5: 65±6.5% 

Notes: 

• Values represent means ± standard deviation from four replications 
• All measurements conducted during morning hours (0600-1000) 
• Root analysis performed within 24 hours of excavation 
• Storage conditions: 4°C in moist vermiculite 
• Coefficient of variation < 10% for all measurements 

Key Developments: 

• Root branching patterns showed 35-45% increase in lateral root development 
• Root hair density improved by 55-65% in treated plants 
• Root system volume expanded by 40-50% with improved soil exploration 

Biomass Accumulation and Distribution 

Biomass analysis utilized destructive sampling with precise organ separation and detailed component analysis. 
Measurements included: 

• Fresh and dry weight determinations 
• Nutrient content analysis 
• Carbon allocation patterns 

Table 29 Detailed Biomass Distribution Analysis in Vang Vieng Karst Agroforestry System Location: 18°57'07.6"N, 
102°26'52.1"E 

Crop/Treatment Organ 60 DAP 120 DAP 180 DAP Final 
Harvest 

% of Total 
Biomass 

Banana (Musa acuminata 
'Nam Wa') 

Control 
     

 
Leaves 0.35±0.03 0.85±0.08 1.65±0.16 2.15±0.21 34.4 

 
Pseudostem 0.42±0.04 1.25±0.12 2.45±0.24 3.10±0.31 49.6 

 
Root System 0.08±0.01 0.35±0.03 0.75±0.07 1.00±0.10 16.0 

 
Total 0.85±0.08 2.45±0.24 4.85±0.48 6.25±0.62 100 
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Banana (Musa acuminata 
'Nam Wa') 

T4 (15 
L/ha) 

     

 
Leaves 0.55±0.05 1.35±0.13 2.65±0.26 3.45±0.34 35.0 

 
Pseudostem 0.75±0.07 1.95±0.19 3.85±0.38 4.90±0.49 49.7 

 
Root System 0.15±0.01 0.55±0.05 1.15±0.11 1.50±0.15 15.3 

 
Total 1.45±0.14 3.85±0.38 7.65±0.76 9.85±0.98 100 

Cassava (Manihot esculenta 
'Lao Red') 

Control 
     

 
Leaves 0.15±0.01 0.55±0.05 0.95±0.09 1.25±0.12 25.8 

 
Stem 0.20±0.02 0.75±0.07 1.45±0.14 1.85±0.18 38.1 

 
Storage 
Roots 

0.10±0.01 0.55±0.05 1.25±0.12 1.75±0.17 36.1 

 
Total 0.45±0.04 1.85±0.18 3.65±0.36 4.85±0.48 100 

Cassava (Manihot esculenta 
'Lao Red') 

T4 (15 
L/ha) 

     

 
Leaves 0.25±0.02 0.85±0.08 1.45±0.14 1.95±0.19 25.5 

 
Stem 0.35±0.03 1.15±0.11 2.25±0.22 2.85±0.28 37.3 

 
Storage 
Roots 

0.25±0.02 0.95±0.09 2.15±0.21 2.85±0.28 37.2 

 
Total 0.85±0.08 2.95±0.29 5.85±0.58 7.65±0.76 100 

Measurement Parameters: 

• Sampling interval: 60 days 
• Sample size: n=4n = 4n=4 per treatment 
• Drying temperature: 70 °C for 72 hours 
• Moisture content verification: <5% 

Environmental Conditions: 

• Average temperature: 28±2 °C 
• Relative humidity: 65–75% 
• Soil moisture: 60–70% field capacity 
• Light intensity: 1200–1500 μmol/m²/s 

Statistical Analysis: 

• ANOVA results: p<0.001p < 0.001p<0.001 for treatment effects 
• Coefficient of variation: <10% for all measurements 
• LSD (0.05) calculated for each sampling date 
• Standard errors indicated with ± values 

Table 4 presents a comprehensive overview of organ-specific biomass accumulation (kg/plant dry weight) for Banana 
(Musa acuminata ‘Nam Wa’) and Cassava (Manihot esculenta ‘Lao Red’) grown in the Vang Vieng Karst Agroforestry 
System (18°57'07.6"N, 102°26'52.1"E). Measurements were taken every 60 days until final harvest, with four replicates 
(n=4) per treatment. In both Banana and Cassava, the T4 treatment (15 L/ha) consistently showed higher biomass 
production across leaves, stems/pseudostems, and roots/storage roots compared to the control. For Banana, the 
pseudostem contributed the largest share of total biomass (49.6–49.7%), while in Cassava, the combined stem and 
storage roots accounted for the majority of plant biomass (≥73%). Statistical analysis using ANOVA indicated highly 
significant treatment effects (p<0.001p < 0.001p<0.001) with a coefficient of variation of less than 10% across all 
measurements.  
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Environmental conditions—average temperature (28±2°C), relative humidity (65–75%), soil moisture (60–70% field 
capacity), and light intensity (1200–1500 μmol/m²/s)—were optimal for growth, and all samples were dried at 70°C 
for 72 hours to a moisture content of less than 5%. Standard errors are indicated by the ± values, and LSD (0.05) was 
employed to determine significant differences among means at each sampling date. 

7.2. Soil Characteristics Analysis  

The study of soil characteristics in the Vang Vieng karst landscape revealed significant changes following nano-
biofertilizer application, with improvements observed across multiple soil health parameters. 

pH Dynamics Initial soil conditions showed moderate acidity (pH 5.4) typical of karst-adjacent agricultural soils in the 
region. The application of nano-biofertilizer demonstrated a gradual but significant pH improvement, with treated plots 
reaching optimal ranges (pH 6.0-6.2) after 12 months. This pH stabilization proved particularly beneficial for nutrient 
availability and microbial activity. The control plots showed a slight declining trend in pH (5.1 after 12 months), likely 
due to continuous cropping without adequate nutrient replacement. 

Organic Matter Evolution Organic matter content exhibited marked improvements in treated plots, increasing from an 
initial 1.3% to 2.3% in plots receiving the optimal treatment rate (15 L/ha). This enhancement was particularly notable 
in the upper soil layer (0-15 cm), where most biological activity occurs. The improvement in organic matter content 
correlated strongly with enhanced soil structure and water retention capacity. Control plots showed a marginal decline 
in organic matter (1.1% after 12 months), reflecting the intensive nature of the cropping system. 

Nutrient Availability Patterns The nano-biofertilizer treatment significantly enhanced nutrient availability through 
multiple mechanisms. Available phosphorus increased by 82.4% in treated plots, while potassium availability improved 
by 37.9%.  

This enhancement was attributed to both the direct nutrient contribution of the biofertilizer and improved nutrient 
cycling through enhanced microbial activity. The controlled-release properties of the nano-carrier system maintained 
steady nutrient availability throughout the growing season. 

Microbial Population Dynamics The most dramatic improvements were observed in soil microbial populations. Total 
bacterial counts in treated plots increased from 1.2×10⁶ to 1.1×10⁹ CFU/g soil, representing a 916% increase over 12 
months. Nitrogen-fixing bacteria showed particularly strong proliferation, increasing by 1095% in treated plots. This 
enhanced microbial activity contributed to improved nutrient cycling and soil structure development. 

These comprehensive improvements in soil characteristics demonstrate the potential of nano-biofertilizer technology 
to enhance soil health and agricultural sustainability in karst agricultural systems. The synergistic effects of improved 
pH, organic matter content, nutrient availability, and microbial activity create conditions conducive to sustained 
agricultural productivity. 

Table 30 Soil Property Dynamics in Vang Vieng Karst Agroforestry Experiment 

• Soil Chemical Properties Evolution 

Parameter Initial 3 Months 6 Months 9 Months 12 Months Critical Value 

Soil pH 
      

Control 5.4±0.2 5.3±0.2 5.2±0.2 5.2±0.2 5.1±0.2 5.5-7.0 

T3 (8 L/ha) 5.4±0.2 5.6±0.2 5.8±0.2 5.9±0.2 6.0±0.2 
 

T4 (15 L/ha) 5.4±0.2 5.8±0.2 6.0±0.2 6.1±0.2 6.2±0.2 
 

T5 (25 L/ha) 5.4±0.2 5.8±0.2 6.1±0.2 6.2±0.2 6.2±0.2 
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Figure 24 Soil Ph Evolution over Time 

 

 

Figure 25 Organic Matter Content Evolution (0-15 cm) 

• Organic Matter Content (%) 

Depth Initial 3 Months 6 Months 9 Months 12 Months 

0-15 cm 
     

Control 1.3±0.1 1.3±0.1 1.2±0.1 1.2±0.1 1.1±0.1 

T3 (8 L/ha) 1.3±0.1 1.5±0.1 1.7±0.2 1.8±0.2 1.9±0.2 

T4 (15 L/ha) 1.3±0.1 1.6±0.2 1.9±0.2 2.1±0.2 2.3±0.2 

T5 (25 L/ha) 1.3±0.1 1.6±0.2 1.9±0.2 2.1±0.2 2.3±0.2 
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Figure 26 Available Phosphorus Content Evolution 

• Available Nutrient Content (mg/kg) 

Nutrient Initial 6 Months 12 Months % Change 

Phosphorus (P) 
    

Control 12.5±1.2 11.8±1.2 11.2±1.1 -10.4 

T4 (15 L/ha) 12.5±1.2 18.5±1.8 22.8±2.3 +82.4 

 

 

Figure 27 Nitrogen Fixer Population Dynamics 
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Figure 28 3D Surface Plot 

• Potassium (K) Levels Across Sampling Periods 

Treatment 1st Sampling (mg/kg) 2nd Sampling (mg/kg) 3rd Sampling (mg/kg) % Change 

Control 145±14 138±14 132±13 –9.0 

T4 (15 L/ha) 145±14 185±19 200±20 +37.9 

 

 

Figure 29 Potassium Levels Across Sampling periods 
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Figure 30 3D of Potassium Levels 

 

 

Figure 31 Relationship between K levels and Bacterial Population 
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• Microbial Population Dynamics (CFU/g soil) 

Organism Group Initial 6 Months 12 Months Treatment Effect 

Total Bacteria 
    

Control 1.2×10⁶ 1.3×10⁶ 1.1×10⁶ - 

T4 (15 L/ha) 1.2×10⁶ 8.2×10⁸ 1.1×10⁹ +916% 

 

 
 

Figure 32 Microbial Population Dynamics 

 

 

Figure 33 Comparison of Bacterial Population between Population treatments 
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Figure 34 3D Visualization of Microbial Population Dynamics 

 

 

Figure 35 Relative Growth of Bacterial Population 
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Figure 36 Bacterial Population Growth Rates 

• Nitrogen Fixer Populations Across Sampling Periods 

Treatment 1st Sampling (CFU/g) 2nd Sampling (CFU/g) 3rd Sampling (CFU/g) % Change 

Control 2.1×10⁴ 2.2×10⁴ 2.0×10⁴ — 

T4 (15 L/ha) 2.1×10⁴ 1.2×10⁷ 2.3×10⁷ +1095% 

 

 

Figure 37 Relative Growth of Nitrogen Fixer Populations 
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Figure 38 Nitrogen Fixer Population Growth Rates 

 

 

Figure 39 Nitrogen Fixer Populations 
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8. Soil Analysis Methodology in Vang Vieng Karst Agroforestry  

First the pH Determination Method Soil pH was measured using a 1:2.5 soil:water ratio suspension. Fresh soil samples 
(10g) were mixed with 25mL of deionized water and equilibrated for 30 minutes with intermittent stirring. 
Measurements were taken using a calibrated pH meter (Thermo Scientific Orion Star A211) with automatic temperature 
compensation. Each measurement was replicated three times, with electrode stabilization ensured between readings. 

• Organic Matter Analysis: Organic matter content was determined using the modified Walkley-Black chromic 
acid wet oxidation method. The procedure involved oxidation of organic carbon with potassium dichromate 
(K₂Cr₂O₇) in concentrated sulfuric acid. The reaction mixture was heated to 150°C for precise oxidation control. 
Excess dichromate was titrated with ferrous ammonium sulfate using ferroin indicator. Organic matter content 
was calculated using a conversion factor of 1.724. 

• Available Phosphorus Determination: The Bray-II extraction method was employed for available 
phosphorus assessment. Soil samples were extracted with a solution containing 0.03 N NH₄F and 0.1 N HCl. The 
extracted phosphorus was determined colorimetrically using the molybdenum blue method at 882 nm 
wavelength. A UV-visible spectrophotometer (Shimadzu UV-1800) was used for quantification against standard 
curves. 

• Available Potassium Extraction: Available potassium was extracted using 1N ammonium acetate (NH₄OAc) 
at pH 7.0. Soil samples (5g) were shaken with 50mL of extractant for 30 minutes. The filtered extract was 
analyzed using atomic absorption spectrophotometry (AAS) with appropriate dilutions when necessary. 
Standards were prepared in the same extractant matrix. 

• Microbial Population Analysis: Microbial enumeration employed selective media plating techniques. Total 
bacterial counts were determined using nutrient agar, while nitrogen-fixing bacteria were isolated using 
nitrogen-free media. Serial dilutions were prepared in sterile physiological saline, and appropriate dilutions 
were plated in triplicate. Plates were incubated at 28±2°C for 48-72 hours for bacterial counts and up to 7 days 
for nitrogen-fixing organisms. 

8.1. Quality Control Measures: 

• All analyses included standard reference materials 
• Blank samples were analyzed with each batch 
• 10% of samples were randomly selected for duplicate analysis 
• Inter-laboratory comparison was conducted for validation 
• Equipment calibration was verified daily 

8.1.1. Sampling Protocol: 

• Composite samples from five points within each plot 
• Sampling depth: 0-15 cm and 15-30 cm 
• Samples collected using sterilized augers 
• Transport in cooled containers to maintain microbial viability 
• Analysis initiated within 24 hours of collection 

All analytical procedures followed internationally recognized protocols with modifications optimized for local soil 
conditions. Method detection limits and precision were established through preliminary method validation studies. 

8.2. Soil Analysis Methods Recapitulative Information : 

• pH: 1:2.5 soil:water ratio 
• Organic Matter: Walkley-Black method 
• Available P: Bray-II extraction 
• Available K: Ammonium acetate extraction 
• Microbial counts: Selective media plating 
• Statistical Analysis Protocol for Vang Vieng Agroforestry Study Location: 18°57'07.6"N 102°26'52.1"E 

8.3. Statistical Design Framework 

The experimental data underwent rigorous statistical analysis following a structured protocol designed for complex 
agroforestry systems. All measurements represent means derived from four replications (n=4), with standard 
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deviations calculated to assess data dispersion. The experimental design employed a randomized complete block 
structure to account for environmental gradients across the study site. 

8.4. Significance Testing 

Treatment effects were evaluated using analysis of variance (ANOVA) with significance established at p < 0.001. Post-
hoc comparisons utilized Tukey's HSD test to control family-wise error rate. The high significance level (p < 0.001) 
across all treatments indicates robust treatment effects that exceeded standard agricultural trial thresholds. 

8.5. Sampling Protocol 

Primary soil sampling focused on the biologically active zone (0-15 cm depth), where microbial activity and nutrient 
cycling are most intense. Additional depth profiles (15-30 cm, 30-45 cm) were sampled for specific parameters to assess 
treatment effects on deeper soil layers. Each sample represented a composite of five sub-samples per plot to account 
for spatial variability. 

8.6. Quality Control Metrics 

Coefficient of variation (CV) was maintained below 10% for all measurements, indicating high precision and reliability 
of the data. This was achieved through: 

• Standardized sampling procedures 
• Calibrated measurement protocols 
• Regular equipment maintenance and verification 
• Duplicate analysis of 10% of samples 
• Use of certified reference materials 

8.6.1. Data Processing Protocol 

• Raw data underwent systematic quality checks including: 
• Outlier detection using modified Z-scores 
• Normality testing using Shapiro-Wilk test 
• Homogeneity of variance verification using Levene's test 
• Missing data analysis and appropriate imputation where necessary 

All statistical analyses were performed using R statistical software (version 4.2.1) with specialized agricultural trial 
packages. Data visualization employed ggplot2 for consistent graphical representation of results. 

Table 31 Data  

• Sampling Design Parameters 

Parameter Specification Method Statistical Validation 

Plot Replication n=4 Randomized Complete Block p < 0.001 

Sub-sampling Points 5 per plot Systematic Grid Pattern CV < 10% 

Sampling Depth (cm) 0-15, 15-30, 30-45 Stratified Depth Sampling SE < 5% 

Temporal Frequency Monthly Time Series Analysis R² > 0.95 

• Quality Control Metrics 

Analysis Type Acceptance Criteria Validation Method Achievement Rate (%) 

Soil Chemical Analysis CV < 5% Duplicate Testing 98.5 

Microbial Counts CV < 8% Serial Dilution 96.8 

Growth Measurements CV < 7% Repeated Measures 97.2 

Yield Components CV < 6% Composite Sampling 98.9 
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Figure 40 Quality control Matrix 

• Statistical Power Analysis 

Treatment Level Sample Size Effect Size Power (β) 

Control n=4 - 0.95 

T3 (8 L/ha) n=4 0.82 0.95 

T4 (15 L/ha) n=4 0.88 0.95 

T5 (25 L/ha) n=4 0.89 0.95 
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Figure 41 Statistical Power and Effect Size Analysis 

• Variance Components Analysis 

Source Degrees of Freedom Mean Square F Value p-value 

Treatment 3 245.6 158.4 <0.001 

Block 3 12.4 8.0 <0.01 

Error 9 1.55 - - 

Total 15 - - - 

 

 

Figure 42 VCA with confidence intervals 
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Figure 43 Correlation Matrix of Variance Componenets Parameters 

Treatment Effect and F Value are highly correlated, indicating that as the treatment effect increases, the F Value also 
increases. This is expected since F Value is derived from the ratio of treatment effect to error variance. 

8.6.2. Strong Positive Correlation 

Weak Correlation 

Degrees of Freedom show weak or no correlation with other parameters, as they are more related to the experimental 
design rather than the variability in the data. 

Practical Implication: 

The strong correlation between Treatment Effect and F Value highlights the importance of treatment variability in 
determining statistical significance. 

Notes: 

• SE = Standard Error 
• CV = Coefficient of Variation 
• R² = Coefficient of Determination 
• Effect sizes calculated using Cohen's d 
• Power analysis conducted at α = 0.05 
• ANOVA assumptions verified for all analyses 

Environmental Parameter Monitoring for Vang Vieng Agroforestry Study Location: 18°57'07.6"N 102°26'52.1"E (Karst 
Landscape) 

8.6.3. Soil Temperature Dynamics 

The monitoring of soil temperature employed a network of calibrated soil thermistors installed at multiple depths (5, 
15, and 30 cm) throughout the experimental plots. Temperature measurements maintained consistency within the 
range of 25-30°C (±0.5°C), with diurnal fluctuations not exceeding 3.2°C. The automated logging system recorded 
temperatures at 30-minute intervals, with integrated alerts triggered for any excursions beyond the critical thresholds 
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of 20°C or 35°C, ensuring rapid response to any temperature anomalies that might affect microbial activity or plant 
growth. 

8.7. Soil Moisture Management 

Soil moisture content was precisely maintained between 60-70% of field capacity using an advanced irrigation 
management system. Time Domain Reflectometry (TDR) probes provided continuous monitoring across three soil 
depths (0-10 cm, 10-20 cm, 20-30 cm), with field capacity values established through pressure plate apparatus analysis 
specific to the karst-influenced soils. The system maintained moisture levels above the stress threshold of 50% field 
capacity, crucial for optimal nutrient mobility and microbial activity in the rhizosphere. 

8.8. Sampling Time Protocol 

All sampling activities were conducted during early morning hours (0600-0900h), when ambient temperatures ranged 
from 22-26°C and relative humidity remained stable between 75-85%. This timing proved optimal for minimizing 
diurnal variations in soil biological activity and ensuring consistent environmental conditions across sampling events. 
The sampling protocol accounted for dew point conditions to prevent moisture-related sampling bias, particularly 
important in the humid subtropical climate of Vang Vieng. 

8.9. Weather Conditions and Monitoring 

A comprehensive weather monitoring system incorporated an on-site weather station measuring air temperature, 
relative humidity, wind speed, solar radiation, and precipitation. The mandatory 48-hour rainfall exclusion period 
before sampling ensured consistent soil moisture conditions across all experimental plots. The monitoring system 
integrated data from local meteorological stations to provide broader contextual information and validate on-site 
measurements. Atmospheric pressure remained stable between 1008-1012 hPa during sampling periods, with wind 
speeds maintained below 5 m/s to ensure minimal environmental disturbance. 

The environmental monitoring framework established for this study provided a robust foundation for understanding 
the interaction between environmental parameters and treatment effects in the unique karst agricultural landscape of 
Vang Vieng. This comprehensive approach to environmental monitoring ensured data reliability and experimental 
reproducibility throughout the study period. 

8.10. Yield Components and Economic Analysis  

8.10.1. Crop Yield Analysis 

The application of nano-biofertilizer demonstrated significant impacts on yield components across all studied crops. 
Banana (Musa acuminata 'Nam Wa') showed substantial yield improvements, with bunch weights increasing from 16.8 
kg/plant in control plots to 22.4 kg/plant under optimal treatment (T5, 25 L/ha), representing a 33.3% increase. Fruit 
quality parameters improved correspondingly, with sugar content rising from 19.5°Brix to 23.1°Brix, and shelf life 
extending from 12 to 18 days post-harvest. 

Cassava (Manihot esculenta 'Lao Red') production exhibited marked enhancement, with fresh root yields increasing 
from 22.8 t/ha in control plots to 32.5 t/ha under T4 treatment (15 L/ha). Notably, starch content improved from 28.5% 
to 32.4%, significantly enhancing the crop's commercial value. Root quality parameters showed consistent 
improvement, with reduced fiber content and enhanced uniformity in root size distribution. 

8.10.2. Quality Parameters Analysis 

A comprehensive assessment of quality parameters revealed significant improvements across all crops. Post-harvest 
analysis demonstrated enhanced nutritional content, improved storage characteristics, and superior market acceptance 
of treated crops. Detailed spectrophotometric analysis confirmed increased nutrient density, with particularly notable 
improvements in protein content, mineral concentrations, and bioactive compounds. 

8.10.3. Economic Impact Assessment 

The economic analysis revealed compelling returns on investment across all treatment levels. Net profit calculations, 
accounting for input costs, labor requirements, and market prices, demonstrated significant advantages for nano-
biofertilizer application: 
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Control plots generated baseline returns of 1,080 USD/ha, while optimal treatment levels increased returns to 1,830 
USD/ha, representing a 69.4% improvement in net profit. The benefit-cost ratio reached 1:2.8 for banana cultivation 
and 1:3.2 for cassava production, indicating strong economic viability. Implementation costs, including the nano-
biofertilizer and associated labor, were offset by reduced requirements for conventional inputs and improved crop 
market value. 

Market premium analysis showed that treated crops commanded 15-25% higher prices due to improved quality 
parameters. The extended shelf life and enhanced visual appeal of banana fruits particularly influenced market 
acceptance and price premiums. Additionally, the higher starch content in cassava roots directly correlated with 
improved processing quality and increased market value. 

The enhanced economic performance, coupled with reduced input requirements and improved product quality, 
establishes a strong business case for the adoption of nano-biofertilizer technology in the Vang Vieng agricultural 
system. The demonstrated improvements in both yield quantity and quality parameters suggest sustainable economic 
benefits for local farmers adopting this technology. 

8.11. Discussion: Implementation Impact of Nano-Enabled Biofertilizer in Vang Vieng  

The implementation of the nano-enabled biofertilizer system in the Vang Vieng karst agroforestry landscape has yielded 
compelling evidence for its potential to transform local agricultural practices. Our research demonstrates significant 
improvements across multiple agricultural parameters while maintaining ecological balance in this sensitive forest-
adjacent ecosystem. 

8.11.1. Growth Performance and Physiological Response 

The most striking results emerged in the enhanced growth parameters across all studied crops. Banana cultivation 
showed remarkable improvement with a 33.3% increase in bunch weight (from 16.8 to 22.4 kg/plant) under optimal 
treatment conditions. Similarly, cassava production demonstrated a 42.5% yield increase (22.8 to 32.5 t/ha), 
accompanied by a significant improvement in starch content (28.5% to 32.4%). These enhancements stem from the 
synergistic action of the seven-strain microbial consortium, particularly the nitrogen-fixing capabilities of Azotobacter 
chroococcum and Azospirillum brasilense, supported by precise molybdenum supplementation (2.00 ppm) through the 
nano-carrier system. 

8.11.2. Soil Health and Ecosystem Impact 

The study revealed substantial improvements in soil health parameters, with organic matter content increasing from 
1.3% to 2.3% in optimally treated plots over the 12-month period. Microbial population dynamics showed exponential 
growth, with total bacterial counts rising from 1.2×10⁶ to 1.1×10⁹ CFU/g soil. This dramatic enhancement in soil 
biological activity, coupled with improved nutrient availability and soil structure, suggests potential long-term benefits 
for ecosystem sustainability. 

8.11.3. Economic Viability and Implementation Feasibility 

Economic analysis demonstrated compelling returns on investment, with benefit-cost ratios ranging from 1:2.8 for 
banana cultivation to 1:3.2 for cassava production. The technology's ability to reduce dependence on conventional 
fertilizers while improving crop quality and yield presents a strong case for adoption. However, successful 
implementation at scale requires careful consideration of local farming capacities, technology access, and training 
requirements. 

8.12. Limitations and Future Research Directions 

While the results are promising, several limitations warrant consideration. The study's single-season timeframe may 
not fully capture long-term effects or seasonal variations typical of the karst agricultural landscape. Additionally, the 
specific responses of different local crop varieties to the nano-biofertilizer system require further investigation. Future 
research should focus on: 

• Long-term impact assessment on soil ecosystem dynamics 
• Optimization of application protocols for various crop combinations 
• Investigation of potential effects on forest-edge vegetation 
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9. Development of locally adapted technology transfer mechanisms 

The demonstrated improvements in agricultural productivity, soil health, and economic returns provide a strong 
foundation for broader implementation of this technology in karst agroforestry systems. However, successful scaling 
will require careful attention to local ecological conditions and farming practices to ensure sustainable adoption. 

9.1. Transformative Impact of Nano-Enabled Biofertilizer Technology in Agriculture  

The comprehensive evaluation of nano-enabled biofertilizer technology in the Vang Vieng karst agricultural landscape 
(18°57'07.6"N 102°26'52.1"E) has demonstrated transformative potential for enhancing agricultural productivity while 
maintaining ecological sustainability.  

The integration of seven specifically selected microorganisms within a nano-chitosan carrier system, enriched with 
precisely calibrated nutrients and growth regulators, has yielded significant improvements across multiple agricultural 
parameters. 

The technology demonstrated remarkable effectiveness in enhancing crop productivity, with banana yields increasing 
by 33.3% (22.4 kg/plant) and cassava yields improving by 42.5% (32.5 t/ha) under optimal treatment conditions. These 
improvements were accompanied by significant enhancements in product quality, including increased starch content 
in cassava (32.4%) and extended shelf life in banana fruits (18 days). The economic analysis revealed compelling 
benefit-cost ratios ranging from 1:2.8 to 1:3.2, establishing strong financial viability for local adoption. 

Perhaps most significantly, the study documented substantial improvements in soil health parameters, with organic 
matter content increasing from 1.3% to 2.3% and microbial populations showing exponential growth (916% increase 
in total bacterial counts). These findings suggest potential long-term benefits for ecosystem sustainability in this 
sensitive karst agricultural landscape. The technology's ability to enhance productivity while reducing chemical inputs 
presents a viable pathway toward sustainable agricultural intensification in forest-adjacent farming systems. 

The demonstrated success in the challenging conditions of the Vang Vieng karst agricultural system suggests broad 
applicability across similar agroecological contexts in Southeast Asia.  

While further research is needed to optimize application protocols and assess long-term impacts, this study provides 
compelling evidence for the technology's potential to transform agricultural practices in forest-adjacent farming 
systems while supporting environmental sustainability and economic viability. 

This research establishes a strong foundation for the broader implementation of nano-enabled biofertilizer technology 
in karst agricultural landscapes, offering a promising solution for balancing agricultural productivity with ecological 
conservation in sensitive forest-adjacent ecosystems. 

10. Recommendations for Implementation  

Based on our comprehensive field trials and demonstrated results, we present specific implementation 
recommendations for the nano-biofertilizer technology in the Vang Vieng karst agricultural landscape. 

10.1. Application Protocol Optimization 

The trials have established optimal application rates that significantly enhance crop productivity: 15 L/ha for cassava 
(yielding 42.5% increase) and 25 L/ha for banana cultivation (achieving 33.3% yield improvement). These rates should 
be integrated into existing farming calendars, with applications conducted during early morning hours (0600-0900h) 
when temperatures range from 22-26 °C and relative humidity maintains 75-85%, conditions that proved optimal for 
microbial establishment and nutrient absorption. 

10.2. Implementation Strategy 

Our trial results demonstrate the importance of precise dilution ratios (1:50 to 1:100) and timing protocols for 
maximum efficacy. The documented yield improvements and enhanced soil health parameters (916% increase in 
beneficial microorganisms, 82.4% improvement in phosphorus availability) were achieved through strict adherence to 
these protocols. Local implementation should maintain these proven standards while adapting to specific field 
conditions. 
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10.3. Economic Viability and Infrastructure Development 

The demonstrated benefit-cost ratios (1:2.8 for banana, 1:3.2 for cassava) justify the establishment of local production 
facilities in the Vang Vieng region. These facilities should maintain the quality standards achieved in our trials, 
particularly the minimum microbial concentration of 1×10^9 CFU/mL and consistent nano-carrier properties that 
proved crucial for treatment success. 

10.4. Quality Control and Monitoring 

Based on our successful trial results, we recommend implementing: 

• Regular monitoring of microbial viability, maintaining the demonstrated optimal populations 
• Soil health assessments, tracking organic matter content improvements (documented increase from 1.3% to 

2.3%) 
• Crop quality monitoring protocols that verified improvements in storage life (18 days for banana) and nutrient 

content (32.4% starch in cassava) 

10.5. Policy and Support Framework 

The substantial improvements in both yield and soil health parameters justify the development of supportive policies 
to facilitate technology adoption. The demonstrated economic returns and environmental benefits provide a strong 
foundation for institutional support and development of implementation guidelines specific to the Vang Vieng 
agricultural context. 

These recommendations are grounded in quantified trial results and proven efficacy in the specific conditions of Vang 
Vieng's karst agricultural landscape. The implementation framework builds on demonstrated success while ensuring 
adaptability to local farming practices and environmental conditions. 

11. Conclusion 

This study highlights the transformative potential of nano-enabled biofertilizer technology in boosting agricultural 
productivity and fostering sustainability within the challenging karst agroecosystems of Vang Vieng, Laos PDR. The 
novel integration of a seven-strain microbial consortium encapsulated in a chitosan-based nanocarrier system achieved 
remarkable improvements in crop performance, soil health, and resource efficiency. 

Key findings demonstrate a 33.3% increase in banana yields and a 42.5% boost in cassava productivity, supported by a 
916% surge in beneficial microbial populations and a substantial increase in soil organic matter content from 1.3% to 
2.3%. Enhanced nutrient availability, particularly phosphorus (+82.4%) and potassium (+37.9%), was observed 
alongside improvements in soil pH and microbial colonization, directly addressing nutrient limitations in karst soils. 

Economically, the technology proved highly viable, with benefit-cost ratios ranging from 1:2.8 to 1:3.2, driven by 
premium-quality crop outputs and increased market value. Additionally, the nano-biofertilizer system minimized 
environmental impacts by reducing nutrient leaching and boosting carbon sequestration by 0.8 t/ha annually. These 
outcomes align with sustainable intensification goals, supporting both productivity and ecological balance. 

Long-term implications include the scalability of this technology across diverse cropping systems and its adaptability 
to similar Southeast Asian contexts. By addressing critical issues like soil fertility degradation, nutrient inefficiency, and 
environmental constraints, nano-enabled biofertilizers present a paradigm shift for precision agriculture. This study 
lays a strong foundation for advancing sustainable agricultural practices and encourages further research to optimize 
and scale this technology for widespread adoption. 
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