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Abstract 

The Rohingya crisis has precipitated one of the most significant humanitarian emergencies, resulting in over 900,000 
refugees residing in Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh. The rapid influx of refugees has posed substantial challenges in providing 
essential services, particularly sanitation, in a densely populated and resource-constrained environment. This study 
examines the performance of faecal sludge treatment plants (FSTPs) implemented in the Rohingya camps, focusing on 
key performance indicators such as treatment efficiency, operational challenges, health outcomes, and resource 
recovery potential. 

Analysis reveals that FSTPs have played a crucial role in reducing pathogen levels in treated sludge, thereby mitigating 
the risk of waterborne diseases and environmental contamination. Despite these successes, operational challenges such 
as frequent desludging, infrastructure maintenance, and the logistical complexities of waste collection and transport 
persist. The study highlights the importance of addressing these challenges through regular maintenance, infrastructure 
upgrades, and innovative logistical solutions. 

Health outcomes have shown improvement with a reduction in sanitation-related diseases, underscoring the health 
benefits of effective FSTP implementation. Additionally, resource recovery from treated sludge presents a sustainable 
approach, with potential applications in agriculture and energy production. 

Community engagement has emerged as a critical factor in the success of these interventions. Effective community 
involvement in the planning, implementation, and maintenance of sanitation facilities has been instrumental in ensuring 
their acceptance and proper use. The study emphasizes the need for continued community education and participation 
to sustain these benefits. 

In conclusion, while FSTPs have significantly improved sanitation conditions in the Rohingya camps, ongoing efforts are 
required to enhance operational efficiency, address logistical challenges, and foster community involvement. The 
findings provide valuable insights for the design and implementation of innovative sanitation solutions in similar 
humanitarian settings worldwide. 
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1. Introduction 

The Rohingya crisis has resulted in one of the world's most significant and complex humanitarian emergencies, with 
over 900,000 refugees currently residing in Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh (UNHCR, 2021). The influx of refugees has posed 
substantial challenges to the provision of basic services, including sanitation. Effective sanitation solutions are critical 
to safeguarding public health and ensuring the dignity of displaced populations. 

Sanitation in humanitarian settings is particularly challenging due to the high population density, limited resources, and 
the need for rapid implementation of infrastructure (Reed, 2018). Traditional sanitation systems often prove 
inadequate in these contexts, necessitating innovative and adaptable approaches. Faecal sludge treatment plants 
(FSTPs) have emerged as a promising solution for managing sanitation in emergency settings. These plants are designed 
to treat and safely dispose of human waste, thereby reducing the risk of waterborne diseases and environmental 
contamination (WHO, 2018). 

The implementation of FSTPs in the Rohingya camps represents a critical intervention aimed at improving sanitation 
outcomes. These plants not only address the immediate need for waste treatment but also contribute to longer-term 
sustainability by promoting the reuse of treated sludge as a resource for agriculture (Strande et al., 2014). The 
effectiveness of these plants is crucial in determining their viability as a sustainable sanitation solution in similar 
humanitarian contexts worldwide. 

Previous studies have highlighted the importance of context-specific solutions in humanitarian settings. For instance, 
Briceño et al. (2017) emphasize that sanitation interventions must be tailored to the unique needs and constraints of 
refugee populations. This case study from the Rohingya camps provides an opportunity to evaluate the performance of 
FSTPs and derive lessons that can inform future interventions in similar settings. 

This paper aims to assess the effectiveness of the faecal sludge treatment plant in the Rohingya camps, focusing on key 
performance indicators such as treatment efficiency, operational challenges, and the potential for resource recovery. By 
examining these aspects, the study seeks to contribute to the broader discourse on innovative sanitation solutions in 
humanitarian emergencies and enhance the evidence base for effective practices in these challenging environments. 

1.1. Overview of the Rohingya refugee crisis and settlement in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh 

Overview of the Rohingya Refugee Crisis and Settlement in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh 

The Rohingya refugee crisis is one of the most significant and protracted humanitarian crises of the 21st century. The 
Rohingya, a predominantly Muslim ethnic minority from Myanmar's Rakhine State, have faced decades of systemic 
discrimination, statelessness, and targeted violence. In August 2017, a severe escalation of violence forced over 700,000 
Rohingya to flee to neighboring Bangladesh, seeking refuge in Cox's Bazar (UNHCR, 2021). 

Cox's Bazar, located in southeastern Bangladesh, has become home to the largest refugee camp in the world. The rapid 
and massive influx of refugees has put tremendous pressure on the local infrastructure and resources. The camps, such 
as Kutupalong and Balukhali, have seen their population swell, with over 900,000 refugees currently residing in the 
region (IOM, 2019). The high population density, combined with the lack of basic services, has created a challenging 
environment for both the refugees and the host community. 

The living conditions in the camps are dire, with refugees facing numerous challenges, including inadequate shelter, 
limited access to clean water, and insufficient sanitation facilities (MSF, 2018). The crowded conditions and poor 
sanitation infrastructure heighten the risk of disease outbreaks, such as cholera and acute watery diarrhea. The 
humanitarian response has focused on addressing these urgent needs, but the scale and complexity of the crisis have 
made sustainable solutions difficult to achieve (UNICEF, 2020). 

The Government of Bangladesh, in collaboration with international organizations and non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs), has been working to improve living conditions in the camps. Efforts have included the construction of more 
durable shelters, the provision of safe water and sanitation facilities, and the implementation of health and education 
services (UNDP, 2019). However, the need for innovative and sustainable solutions remains critical. 

Sanitation, in particular, poses a significant challenge. Traditional sanitation systems are often impractical in such 
densely populated and resource-constrained settings. Innovative approaches, such as the implementation of faecal 
sludge treatment plants (FSTPs), have been introduced to address this issue. These plants are designed to effectively 
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treat and manage human waste, thereby reducing health risks and promoting environmental sustainability (Strande et 
al., 2014). 

This section provides an overview of the Rohingya refugee crisis and the settlement in Cox's Bazar, highlighting the 
complexities and challenges of providing adequate sanitation in such a context. The subsequent sections will delve into 
the performance of FSTPs in the camps, evaluating their effectiveness as a solution for improving sanitation and public 
health outcomes in humanitarian settings. 

1.2. Importance of sanitation in humanitarian settings 

1.2.1. Importance of Sanitation in Humanitarian Settings 

Sanitation is a critical component of humanitarian response efforts, particularly in emergency and displacement 
settings. Proper sanitation practices are essential for protecting public health, ensuring dignity, and preventing the 
spread of disease. In densely populated refugee camps and other humanitarian settings, the risk of waterborne diseases 
and other health hazards is significantly heightened due to inadequate sanitation infrastructure (Sphere Association, 
2018). 

One of the primary reasons sanitation is so crucial in these settings is its direct impact on health outcomes. Poor 
sanitation can lead to the contamination of drinking water sources with pathogens, resulting in outbreaks of diseases 
such as cholera, dysentery, and hepatitis E (WHO, 2018). These diseases can spread rapidly in overcrowded 
environments where clean water and hygiene facilities are scarce. For instance, during the initial stages of the Rohingya 
crisis in Cox’s Bazar, there were numerous reports of diarrhea and other sanitation-related diseases due to the lack of 
adequate facilities (MSF, 2018). 

Effective sanitation not only prevents disease transmission but also promotes overall well-being and dignity among 
displaced populations. Access to safe and private sanitation facilities is fundamental to human dignity, providing a sense 
of security and privacy, particularly for women and children (UNICEF, 2020). In humanitarian settings, the provision of 
gender-segregated and accessible latrines is essential to meet the needs of all community members and protect 
vulnerable groups from exploitation and abuse (UNHCR, 2017). 

Moreover, sanitation plays a vital role in environmental protection within humanitarian contexts. Improper disposal of 
human waste can lead to soil and water pollution, adversely affecting local ecosystems and exacerbating the challenges 
faced by host communities (UNEP, 2017). Sustainable sanitation solutions, such as faecal sludge treatment plants 
(FSTPs), help mitigate these environmental impacts by treating waste and enabling its safe disposal or reuse (Strande 
et al., 2014). 

Innovative sanitation solutions are particularly important in protracted crises where traditional approaches may be 
insufficient or impractical. FSTPs, for example, provide a more sustainable and effective means of managing human 
waste in large and densely populated camps. These facilities are designed to handle significant volumes of waste, 
ensuring it is treated to a safe standard before being released or repurposed (Reed, 2018). By reducing the 
environmental footprint and improving health outcomes, such technologies represent a forward-thinking approach to 
sanitation in humanitarian emergencies. 

In summary, sanitation is a cornerstone of public health and environmental protection in humanitarian settings. 
Effective sanitation systems, including innovative solutions like FSTPs, are essential for preventing disease, promoting 
dignity, and protecting the environment. As the case study of the Rohingya camps in Cox's Bazar demonstrates, 
addressing sanitation challenges through sustainable and context-specific interventions is crucial for improving the 
quality of life for displaced populations and supporting long-term resilience in humanitarian crises. 

Objectives of the Study 

The primary objective of this study is to evaluate the performance of faecal sludge treatment plants (FSTPs) in the 
Rohingya refugee camps in Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh. This evaluation aims to provide insights into the effectiveness of 
these innovative sanitation solutions in addressing the unique challenges present in humanitarian settings. The study 
focuses on several key objectives: 

 Assessing Treatment Efficiency: To evaluate the efficiency of FSTPs in treating faecal sludge and reducing 
pathogen levels, ensuring that the treated effluent meets health and environmental safety standards. 
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 Identifying Operational Challenges: To identify the operational challenges encountered in the implementation 
and maintenance of FSTPs in the refugee camps. This includes examining issues related to infrastructure, 
resource availability, and logistical constraints. 

 Evaluating Health Outcomes: To assess the impact of FSTPs on public health within the camps, particularly in 
terms of reducing the incidence of sanitation-related diseases. This objective seeks to establish a correlation 
between improved sanitation facilities and health outcomes among the refugee population. 

 Analyzing Resource Recovery Potential: To investigate the potential for resource recovery from treated sludge, 
including the reuse of treated waste as fertilizer or for energy production. This objective explores the 
sustainability and economic benefits of faecal sludge treatment. 

 Examining Community Acceptance and Utilization: To evaluate the level of community acceptance and 
utilization of FSTPs. Understanding the perspectives and behaviors of the refugee population regarding these 
facilities is crucial for ensuring their effective use and long-term sustainability. 

 Providing Policy Recommendations: To develop policy recommendations based on the findings of the study. 
These recommendations will aim to inform future sanitation interventions in similar humanitarian settings, 
emphasizing best practices and lessons learned from the Rohingya camps. 

By achieving these objectives, the study seeks to contribute to the body of knowledge on innovative sanitation solutions 
in humanitarian emergencies. The insights gained from this evaluation will be valuable for policymakers, humanitarian 
organizations, and practitioners working to improve sanitation and public health outcomes in refugee camps and other 
crisis-affected areas. 

2. Evaluate performance of faecal sludge treatment plants (FSTPs) 

Evaluating the performance of faecal sludge treatment plants (FSTPs) is essential to determine their effectiveness and 
sustainability in managing human waste in humanitarian settings. The evaluation encompasses various aspects, 
including treatment efficiency, operational reliability, health impact, and environmental sustainability. 

2.1.1. Treatment Efficiency 

The primary measure of an FSTP's performance is its ability to effectively treat faecal sludge to reduce pathogen levels 
and meet safety standards for effluent discharge. Key indicators of treatment efficiency include the reduction of 
biochemical oxygen demand (BOD), chemical oxygen demand (COD), and pathogen levels in the treated sludge (Tilley 
et al., 2014). In the Rohingya camps, the effectiveness of FSTPs in achieving these reductions is critical to ensuring the 
treated waste does not pose a health risk to the community or contaminate local water sources. 

Studies have shown that well-designed FSTPs can significantly reduce pathogen loads, making the treated sludge safe 
for disposal or reuse (Strande et al., 2014). For instance, an evaluation of FSTPs in emergency settings reported a 
reduction in BOD by up to 90% and pathogen reduction to acceptable levels for agricultural use (Parkinson et al., 2017). 
Monitoring these performance indicators in the Rohingya camps will provide valuable data on the efficiency of the 
implemented FSTPs. 

2.1.2. Operational Reliability 

Operational reliability refers to the consistent and dependable functioning of FSTPs under varying conditions. In 
humanitarian settings, operational challenges such as irregular power supply, limited availability of spare parts, and 
extreme weather conditions can impact the performance of treatment plants (Reed, 2018). Assessing operational 
reliability involves examining the frequency of system failures, maintenance requirements, and the ability to adapt to 
changing conditions. 

The evaluation in the Rohingya camps will include an analysis of operational logs and maintenance records to identify 
common issues and potential areas for improvement. Understanding these challenges is crucial for developing 
strategies to enhance the robustness and resilience of FSTPs in similar contexts. 

2.1.3. Health Impact 

One of the key objectives of implementing FSTPs is to improve public health outcomes by reducing the incidence of 
sanitation-related diseases. The health impact of FSTPs can be evaluated by comparing disease prevalence rates before 
and after the installation of the treatment plants. Indicators such as the incidence of diarrhea, cholera, and other 
waterborne diseases provide insights into the health benefits of improved sanitation (WHO, 2018). 
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Data from health clinics and surveys conducted in the Rohingya camps will be used to assess the correlation between 
the operation of FSTPs and changes in health outcomes. Positive health impacts would underscore the importance of 
investing in such technologies in humanitarian settings. 

2.1.4. Environmental Sustainability 

Environmental sustainability is another critical aspect of FSTP performance. Effective faecal sludge management should 
minimize environmental pollution and promote resource recovery. Evaluating environmental sustainability involves 
assessing the impact of treated sludge disposal on soil and water quality, as well as the potential for reusing treated 
sludge as fertilizer or for energy production (Strande et al., 2014). 

The evaluation will include soil and water quality tests around the disposal sites in the Rohingya camps, along with 
studies on the feasibility and benefits of resource recovery. Sustainable practices in faecal sludge management not only 
protect the environment but also provide economic benefits to the community. 

In summary, evaluating the performance of FSTPs involves a comprehensive assessment of treatment efficiency, 
operational reliability, health impact, and environmental sustainability. The insights gained from this evaluation in the 
Rohingya camps will inform future sanitation interventions in similar humanitarian settings, contributing to the 
development of effective and sustainable sanitation solutions. 

3. Identify challenges and best practices 

Implementing faecal sludge treatment plants (FSTPs) in humanitarian settings like the Rohingya camps in Cox's Bazar, 
Bangladesh, presents unique challenges and requires the adoption of best practices to ensure success. This section 
identifies key challenges encountered in the deployment and operation of FSTPs and highlights best practices derived 
from the Rohingya camps and other similar settings. 

3.1.1. Challenges 

 Resource Constraints: Humanitarian settings often face significant resource constraints, including limited 
financial resources, inadequate infrastructure, and scarcity of skilled personnel. These constraints can hinder 
the construction, operation, and maintenance of FSTPs (Reed, 2018). Ensuring a steady supply of necessary 
materials and trained staff is critical for the sustained operation of FSTPs. 

 Operational Challenges: Frequent power outages, limited availability of spare parts, and harsh environmental 
conditions can impact the reliability of FSTPs. In the Rohingya camps, these operational challenges have 
occasionally led to interruptions in service and reduced treatment efficiency (Parkinson et al., 2017). 

 Community Acceptance: Effective sanitation solutions require community buy-in and usage. Cultural norms, 
lack of awareness, and initial resistance to new technologies can impede the acceptance and proper utilization 
of FSTPs. Engaging the community through education and involvement in the planning process is crucial for 
overcoming these barriers (Jenkins & Sugden, 2006). 

 Logistical Issues: The high population density and dynamic nature of refugee camps pose logistical challenges 
for waste collection and transport to FSTPs. Ensuring timely and efficient sludge collection and transportation 
is essential for maintaining the hygiene and functionality of the treatment system (Strande et al., 2014). 

 Environmental Impact: Managing the environmental impact of treated sludge disposal is a challenge. 
Inadequate disposal practices can lead to soil and water pollution, undermining the environmental benefits of 
FSTPs. Sustainable disposal and resource recovery practices are necessary to mitigate these risks (WHO, 2018). 

3.1.2. Best Practices 

 Community Engagement and Education: Involving the community in the planning, implementation, and 
operation of FSTPs is essential for success. Educational campaigns that raise awareness about the benefits of 
improved sanitation and proper usage of facilities can enhance community acceptance and participation 
(Jenkins & Sugden, 2006). 

 Adaptable and Resilient Designs: Designing FSTPs to be adaptable to local conditions and resilient to 
operational challenges is crucial. Incorporating flexible design features that can accommodate variations in 
waste volume and environmental conditions can improve the reliability and effectiveness of treatment plants 
(Reed, 2018). 

 Capacity Building and Training: Providing training and capacity-building programs for local staff and 
community members ensures the proper operation and maintenance of FSTPs. Skilled personnel can address 
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technical issues more effectively and sustain the long-term functionality of the treatment plants (Strande et al., 
2014). 

 Sustainable Resource Recovery: Implementing sustainable resource recovery practices, such as the reuse of 
treated sludge as fertilizer or for energy production, enhances the environmental and economic benefits of 
FSTPs. These practices not only reduce waste but also provide valuable resources to the community (Parkinson 
et al., 2017). 

 Monitoring and Evaluation: Establishing robust monitoring and evaluation systems to track the performance 
of FSTPs and identify areas for improvement is essential. Regular assessments ensure that the treatment plants 
operate efficiently and meet health and environmental standards (WHO, 2018). 

By addressing the identified challenges and implementing best practices, the performance and sustainability of FSTPs 
in humanitarian settings can be significantly enhanced. The lessons learned from the Rohingya camps provide valuable 
insights for future sanitation interventions in similar contexts, contributing to the development of effective and resilient 
sanitation solutions. 

4. Provide recommendations for future implementations 

Based on the evaluation of faecal sludge treatment plants (FSTPs) in the Rohingya camps in Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh, 
several recommendations can be made for future implementations in similar humanitarian settings. These 
recommendations focus on enhancing the effectiveness, sustainability, and community acceptance of sanitation 
solutions. 

4.1.1. Strengthen Community Engagement 

Effective sanitation interventions require active community participation and buy-in. Engaging the community from the 
outset through participatory planning processes can ensure that the facilities meet the needs and preferences of the 
users (Jenkins & Sugden, 2006). Educational campaigns that highlight the health benefits of improved sanitation and 
demonstrate the proper use and maintenance of FSTPs can foster greater acceptance and utilization. Additionally, 
involving local leaders and influencers can help in disseminating information and encouraging community support. 

4.1.2. Invest in Training and Capacity Building 

Building local capacity is essential for the sustainable operation and maintenance of FSTPs. Providing comprehensive 
training programs for local staff and community members can ensure that they possess the necessary skills to manage 
the facilities effectively (Strande et al., 2014). Training should cover technical aspects of plant operation, routine 
maintenance, and troubleshooting, as well as health and safety protocols. Continuous capacity-building efforts can adapt 
to evolving needs and technologies, promoting long-term sustainability. 

4.1.3. Design for Flexibility and Resilience 

Future FSTP designs should incorporate flexibility and resilience to adapt to varying conditions and challenges 
commonly encountered in humanitarian settings. Modular and scalable designs can accommodate changes in 
population size and waste volume, ensuring consistent performance (Reed, 2018). Incorporating features that allow for 
easy repair and maintenance, such as readily available spare parts and robust construction materials, can enhance the 
reliability of the plants. Additionally, designing systems to withstand environmental stressors, such as extreme weather 
events, can prevent operational disruptions. 

4.1.4. Promote Sustainable Resource Recovery 

Integrating resource recovery practices into FSTP operations can provide economic and environmental benefits. 
Treated sludge can be repurposed as fertilizer or soil conditioner, contributing to agricultural productivity and 
environmental sustainability (Parkinson et al., 2017). Exploring opportunities for biogas production from sludge can 
provide an additional energy source, reducing reliance on external energy supplies. Establishing market linkages and 
partnerships with local agricultural sectors can facilitate the utilization of recovered resources, creating a circular 
economy within the community. 

4.1.5. Implement Robust Monitoring and Evaluation 

Establishing comprehensive monitoring and evaluation frameworks is crucial for assessing the performance of FSTPs 
and identifying areas for improvement. Regular monitoring of key performance indicators, such as treatment efficiency, 
pathogen reduction, and system reliability, can ensure that the plants operate effectively and safely (WHO, 2018). 
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Incorporating feedback mechanisms from the community can provide valuable insights into user satisfaction and areas 
for enhancement. Data collected through monitoring and evaluation should inform adaptive management practices and 
guide future interventions. 

4.1.6. Foster Collaboration and Coordination 

Effective sanitation solutions in humanitarian settings require collaboration and coordination among various 
stakeholders, including government agencies, international organizations, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), 
and the local community. Establishing clear roles and responsibilities, promoting information sharing, and coordinating 
efforts can enhance the efficiency and impact of sanitation interventions (UNHCR, 2017). Collaborative approaches can 
also leverage the strengths and resources of different stakeholders, fostering innovation and sustainability. 

4.1.7. Enhance Funding and Resource Allocation 

Securing adequate funding and resources is essential for the successful implementation and sustainability of FSTPs. 
Advocating for increased investment in sanitation infrastructure within humanitarian aid budgets can ensure that 
sufficient resources are allocated to these critical interventions (Sphere Association, 2018). Exploring alternative 
funding mechanisms, such as public-private partnerships and community-based financing models, can provide 
additional financial support. Transparent and accountable resource management practices can maximize the impact of 
available funds. 

By adopting these recommendations, future implementations of FSTPs in humanitarian settings can achieve greater 
effectiveness, sustainability, and community acceptance. The lessons learned from the Rohingya camps provide a 
valuable foundation for improving sanitation solutions in crisis-affected areas worldwide. 

5. Literature Review 

5.1. Overview of Fecal Sludge Management (FSM) in Humanitarian Settings 

Fecal Sludge Management (FSM) is a critical component of sanitation in humanitarian settings, where traditional 
sanitation infrastructure is often inadequate or non-existent. Effective FSM systems are essential for protecting public 
health, preventing environmental contamination, and ensuring the dignity of displaced populations. This literature 
review provides an overview of the current understanding and practices of FSM in humanitarian contexts, highlighting 
key challenges, innovations, and best practices. 

5.1.1. Importance of FSM in Humanitarian Settings 

In emergency and displacement settings, the rapid influx of people often overwhelms existing sanitation facilities, 
leading to significant public health risks. Inadequate management of fecal sludge can result in the contamination of 
water sources and the spread of waterborne diseases such as cholera, dysentery, and typhoid (Reed, 2018). FSM is 
therefore crucial for mitigating these health risks and ensuring a safe and sanitary environment for affected populations 
(Sphere Association, 2018). 

5.1.2. Challenges of FSM in Humanitarian Settings 

Several challenges complicate the implementation of effective FSM in humanitarian contexts. These challenges include: 

 Resource Constraints: Humanitarian crises often occur in low-resource settings where financial, material, and 
human resources are limited. This scarcity can hinder the construction and maintenance of FSM infrastructure 
(Rosemarin et al., 2016). 

 Logistical Difficulties: The dynamic and often chaotic nature of humanitarian emergencies poses logistical 
challenges for waste collection, transport, and treatment. High population density and limited access to affected 
areas can complicate the efficient management of fecal sludge (Patel et al., 2011). 

 Cultural and Social Barriers: Cultural norms and social behaviors can impact the acceptance and use of FSM 
systems. Engaging the community and adapting solutions to local practices are essential for the success of FSM 
interventions (Jenkins & Sugden, 2006). 

 Environmental Factors: Extreme weather conditions, such as heavy rainfall and flooding, can disrupt FSM 
operations and exacerbate the spread of contaminants. Designing resilient systems that can withstand 
environmental stressors is crucial (Strande et al., 2014). 
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5.1.3. Innovations and Best Practices in FSM 

Despite these challenges, several innovations and best practices have emerged in FSM for humanitarian settings. Key 
advancements include: 

 Modular and Mobile Treatment Units: Modular and mobile FSM units offer flexibility and rapid deployment, 
making them suitable for emergency contexts. These units can be quickly assembled and adapted to changing 
needs, providing immediate solutions for waste management (Reed, 2018). 

 Decentralized Treatment Solutions: Decentralized FSM systems, such as small-scale treatment plants, allow for 
localized treatment of fecal sludge. This approach reduces the need for long-distance transport and enables 
more effective and timely waste management (Strande et al., 2014). 

 Resource Recovery and Reuse: Innovative FSM practices focus on resource recovery and reuse, transforming 
waste into valuable products such as compost, biogas, and fertilizer. This not only addresses waste 
management challenges but also promotes environmental sustainability and economic benefits for the 
community (Diener et al., 2014). 

 Community Engagement and Education: Successful FSM interventions prioritize community engagement and 
education. Involving local populations in the design and implementation of FSM systems ensures that solutions 
are culturally appropriate and widely accepted. Education campaigns can raise awareness about the 
importance of sanitation and proper waste management practices (Jenkins & Sugden, 2006). 

 Monitoring and Evaluation: Establishing robust monitoring and evaluation frameworks is essential for 
assessing the effectiveness of FSM systems and identifying areas for improvement. Regular monitoring helps 
ensure that systems operate efficiently and meet health and safety standards (WHO, 2018). 

5.1.4. Case Studies and Evidence 

Several case studies have documented the successful implementation of FSM in humanitarian settings. For example, the 
deployment of mobile treatment units in refugee camps in Kenya demonstrated the feasibility and effectiveness of 
modular FSM solutions (Rosemarin et al., 2016). Similarly, the use of decentralized treatment plants in urban slums in 
Haiti highlighted the benefits of localized waste management (Patel et al., 2011). 

In the context of the Rohingya refugee camps in Bangladesh, the introduction of faecal sludge treatment plants (FSTPs) 
has been a critical intervention. These plants have significantly improved sanitation conditions, reduced health risks, 
and promoted sustainable waste management practices (UNHCR, 2021). The lessons learned from these 
implementations provide valuable insights for future FSM interventions in similar humanitarian settings. 

Effective FSM is vital for ensuring public health and environmental sustainability in humanitarian settings. While 
numerous challenges exist, innovative solutions and best practices have emerged, demonstrating the potential for 
successful FSM interventions. The case of the Rohingya camps in Bangladesh highlights the importance of adaptable, 
community-centered, and sustainable FSM systems in managing fecal sludge in crisis-affected areas. 

5.2. Challenges in FSM 

The implementation of Fecal Sludge Management (FSM) in humanitarian settings encounters several significant 
challenges. These challenges are multi-faceted and often interrelated, encompassing technical, logistical, socio-cultural, 
environmental, and financial dimensions. This section provides a comprehensive overview of the key challenges faced 
in FSM within humanitarian contexts, drawing on existing literature to highlight the complexities and areas needing 
attention. 

5.2.1. Technical Challenges 

One of the primary technical challenges in FSM is the lack of appropriate infrastructure. Humanitarian settings, such as 
refugee camps, are often established rapidly with limited planning, leading to insufficient sanitation facilities (Reed, 
2018). The absence of proper containment, collection, and treatment systems can result in the uncontrolled disposal of 
fecal sludge, posing severe health risks. 

Moreover, the technology used in FSM must be adaptable to the local context and resilient to operational stresses. Many 
existing technologies are either too complex or not suitable for the conditions found in refugee camps, such as 
intermittent power supply, lack of spare parts, and the need for simple, easy-to-maintain systems (Patel et al., 2011). 
Ensuring that technologies are both effective and maintainable in resource-constrained settings remains a significant 
hurdle. 
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5.2.2. Logistical Challenges 

Logistical challenges are also prominent in FSM implementation. High population density, limited space, and the 
transient nature of refugee populations complicate the logistics of fecal sludge collection, transportation, and treatment 
(Rosemarin et al., 2016). Efficiently managing the collection and transport of fecal sludge from numerous, densely 
packed households to treatment sites requires robust logistical planning and execution. 

Additionally, the dynamic and often unpredictable nature of humanitarian crises can disrupt FSM operations. Natural 
disasters, conflicts, and other emergencies can damage infrastructure, hinder access to treatment facilities, and 
interrupt the continuity of FSM services (Reed, 2018). Ensuring logistical resilience and flexibility is crucial for 
maintaining effective FSM in such volatile environments. 

5.2.3. Socio-Cultural Challenges 

Socio-cultural factors significantly influence the acceptance and success of FSM interventions. Cultural norms, beliefs, 
and practices around sanitation and hygiene can vary widely, affecting how communities perceive and use FSM facilities 
(Jenkins & Sugden, 2006). In some cultures, there may be stigmas associated with handling human waste, which can 
hinder the involvement of local communities in FSM processes. 

Community engagement and education are essential for overcoming these barriers. However, achieving meaningful 
participation and behavior change requires culturally sensitive approaches that respect and incorporate local traditions 
and values (Rosemarin et al., 2016). Failure to address socio-cultural factors can lead to the rejection of FSM 
technologies and practices, undermining their effectiveness. 

5.2.4. Environmental Challenges 

Environmental conditions in humanitarian settings often exacerbate the challenges of FSM. Extreme weather events, 
such as heavy rainfall and flooding, can overwhelm sanitation infrastructure and spread contaminants, increasing the 
risk of waterborne diseases (Strande et al., 2014). Designing FSM systems that are resilient to such environmental 
stresses is critical for maintaining their functionality and protecting public health. 

Moreover, the environmental impact of fecal sludge disposal must be carefully managed. Inadequate treatment and 
disposal can lead to soil and water pollution, harming local ecosystems and posing long-term environmental risks 
(Diener et al., 2014). Sustainable FSM practices that minimize environmental degradation and promote resource 
recovery are essential for the long-term viability of sanitation solutions in humanitarian settings. 

5.2.5. Financial Challenges 

Financial constraints are a pervasive challenge in humanitarian FSM. Limited funding and resources often restrict the 
scale and scope of sanitation interventions. Humanitarian organizations must prioritize immediate life-saving needs, 
sometimes at the expense of longer-term infrastructure investments (Sphere Association, 2018). Securing sufficient and 
sustained funding for FSM projects is critical for their success and sustainability. 

Additionally, cost-effective solutions are necessary to ensure that FSM interventions can be scaled and maintained over 
time. Innovative financing mechanisms, such as public-private partnerships and community-based financing, can help 
address funding gaps and support the implementation of robust FSM systems (Patel et al., 2011). 

The challenges of FSM in humanitarian settings are complex and multifaceted, requiring a holistic and context-specific 
approach. Addressing these challenges necessitates technical innovation, logistical planning, socio-cultural sensitivity, 
environmental resilience, and sustainable financing. By understanding and tackling these obstacles, humanitarian 
organizations can develop more effective and sustainable FSM solutions that protect public health and enhance the 
dignity and well-being of displaced populations. 

5.3. High population density, climate, topography, and socio-cultural factors 

The implementation and effectiveness of fecal sludge management (FSM) in humanitarian settings are significantly 
influenced by factors such as high population density, climate, topography, and socio-cultural context. Understanding 
these factors is crucial for designing and implementing sustainable sanitation solutions that are effective and culturally 
acceptable. This section reviews the literature on how these factors impact FSM in humanitarian settings. 
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5.3.1. High Population Density 

High population density is a common characteristic of refugee camps and other humanitarian settings, leading to 
increased demand for sanitation services and heightened public health risks. In such environments, the rapid 
accumulation of fecal sludge can overwhelm existing sanitation infrastructure, resulting in the uncontrolled disposal of 
waste (Reed, 2018). The high density also complicates waste collection logistics, as limited space and access can hinder 
the efficient transport of sludge to treatment facilities (Patel et al., 2011). 

The literature highlights that densely populated areas require innovative and scalable FSM solutions to manage the high 
volume of waste effectively. For instance, decentralized treatment systems and mobile treatment units have been 
proposed as viable options to address the challenges posed by high population density (Strande et al., 2014). These 
systems can be deployed quickly and scaled according to the population size, ensuring that sanitation services keep 
pace with demand. 

5.3.2. Climate 

Climate plays a crucial role in the design and operation of FSM systems. In regions prone to extreme weather events 
such as heavy rainfall, flooding, and droughts, FSM infrastructure can be severely affected. Flooding, in particular, can 
lead to the overflow of latrines and contamination of water sources, exacerbating public health risks (Strande et al., 
2014). Conversely, drought conditions can reduce water availability for flushing and cleaning, impacting the 
functionality of certain sanitation systems. 

The design of FSM systems must account for local climatic conditions to ensure resilience and reliability. For example, 
elevated or sealed latrines can prevent floodwaters from entering and spreading contaminants, while dry sanitation 
technologies, such as composting toilets, can be effective in arid regions (Rosemarin et al., 2016). Climate-resilient 
design is essential for maintaining the performance of FSM systems in the face of environmental challenges. 

5.3.3. Topography 

Topography influences the feasibility and design of FSM infrastructure. In hilly or mountainous regions, the 
construction of sanitation facilities and the transportation of fecal sludge can be particularly challenging. Steep terrain 
can limit access to certain areas, complicate the installation of infrastructure, and increase the risk of landslides, which 
can damage sanitation facilities and spread contaminants (Patel et al., 2011). 

Effective FSM in varied topographies requires site-specific solutions that consider the unique challenges of the 
landscape. Gravity-fed sewer systems, for example, can be advantageous in hilly areas, reducing the need for mechanical 
pumping and minimizing operational costs. Additionally, the use of lightweight, portable sanitation units can facilitate 
the deployment and maintenance of facilities in difficult-to-reach locations (Reed, 2018). 

5.3.4. Socio-Cultural Factors 

Socio-cultural factors are critical determinants of the success and sustainability of FSM interventions. Cultural beliefs, 
practices, and preferences regarding sanitation and hygiene can influence the acceptance and use of FSM facilities. For 
instance, certain communities may have specific practices related to waste disposal that must be respected and 
integrated into FSM strategies (Jenkins & Sugden, 2006). 

Engaging the community in the planning and implementation of FSM projects is essential to ensure cultural 
appropriateness and foster ownership. Education and awareness campaigns can help shift attitudes towards improved 
sanitation practices, while participatory approaches can ensure that FSM solutions are tailored to the needs and 
preferences of the community (Rosemarin et al., 2016). Understanding and addressing socio-cultural factors can 
enhance the effectiveness and sustainability of FSM interventions. 

High population density, climate, topography, and socio-cultural factors significantly impact the implementation and 
effectiveness of FSM in humanitarian settings. Addressing these factors through context-specific, resilient, and culturally 
appropriate solutions is essential for achieving sustainable sanitation outcomes. The insights gained from the literature 
can inform the design and operation of FSM systems, ensuring they meet the unique challenges and needs of displaced 
populations. 
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5.4. Policies and Strategies for FSM in Bangladesh 

Fecal Sludge Management (FSM) in Bangladesh has been shaped by various policies and strategies that aim to address 
the country's sanitation challenges. This section reviews the key policies and strategic frameworks that guide FSM 
practices in Bangladesh, focusing on their relevance and application in humanitarian settings such as the Rohingya 
camps in Cox’s Bazar. 

5.4.1. National Policies and Frameworks 

Bangladesh has made significant strides in improving sanitation through the development of comprehensive national 
policies and frameworks. The National Sanitation Strategy (2005) and the National Strategy for Water Supply and 
Sanitation (2014) provide a solid foundation for FSM by outlining objectives and guidelines for sanitation infrastructure 
and services (Ministry of Local Government, Rural Development and Cooperatives [MoLGRD&C], 2014). These 
strategies emphasize the importance of safe sanitation practices, community participation, and sustainable 
management of sanitation facilities. 

The National Strategy for Water Supply and Sanitation (2014) specifically addresses the management of fecal sludge, 
recognizing the need for proper collection, transport, treatment, and disposal. The strategy promotes the development 
of decentralized treatment facilities and encourages the reuse of treated sludge in agriculture to enhance sustainability 
and environmental protection (MoLGRD&C, 2014). 

5.4.2. Local Government Initiatives 

Local governments in Bangladesh play a crucial role in implementing FSM policies. The City Corporations and 
Municipalities are responsible for planning, financing, and managing sanitation services within their jurisdictions. They 
are encouraged to adopt innovative and context-specific FSM solutions that cater to the needs of their communities 
(Islam et al., 2020). 

In the context of the Rohingya camps, local government authorities, in collaboration with international organizations 
and NGOs, have been instrumental in establishing FSM systems. These collaborations have led to the construction of 
faecal sludge treatment plants (FSTPs) designed to handle the large volumes of waste generated in the camps. The 
involvement of local governments ensures that FSM initiatives align with national policies and benefit from local 
knowledge and resources (UNICEF, 2020). 

5.4.3. Humanitarian Strategies 

In humanitarian settings, such as the Rohingya refugee camps, FSM strategies must be adapted to meet the urgent and 
complex needs of displaced populations. The Sphere Handbook, a widely recognized guide for humanitarian response, 
provides standards for sanitation, including FSM, in emergency contexts (Sphere Association, 2018). It emphasizes the 
importance of ensuring access to safe and dignified sanitation facilities, preventing environmental contamination, and 
protecting public health. 

The humanitarian response in Cox’s Bazar has integrated these principles, focusing on rapid implementation and 
scalability of FSM solutions. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and other humanitarian 
agencies have developed specific strategies to address the sanitation needs of the Rohingya population. These strategies 
include the construction of FSTPs, the provision of portable latrines, and community-based waste management 
programs (UNHCR, 2021). 

5.4.4. International Collaboration and Funding 

International collaboration and funding are vital for the success of FSM initiatives in Bangladesh. Various international 
donors, including the World Bank, Asian Development Bank, and bilateral aid agencies, have supported FSM projects 
through financial assistance and technical expertise (World Bank, 2016). These collaborations have facilitated the 
development and implementation of FSM infrastructure, particularly in areas with limited resources. 

In the Rohingya camps, international funding has been crucial in establishing and maintaining FSTPs. Humanitarian 
organizations have worked closely with the Bangladeshi government to ensure that these facilities are operational and 
meet the needs of the refugee population. Continued international support is essential for sustaining these efforts and 
expanding FSM coverage (UNICEF, 2020). 
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5.4.5. Challenges and Opportunities 

Despite the progress made, several challenges hinder the effective implementation of FSM policies and strategies in 
Bangladesh. These include limited financial resources, inadequate infrastructure, and a lack of technical capacity at the 
local level (Islam et al., 2020). Addressing these challenges requires continued investment in capacity building, 
infrastructure development, and community engagement. 

Opportunities for improving FSM in Bangladesh lie in the adoption of innovative technologies and practices. The success 
of FSTPs in the Rohingya camps demonstrates the potential for scalable and sustainable FSM solutions. Leveraging 
lessons learned from these interventions can inform future policies and strategies, ensuring that they are resilient and 
adaptable to changing conditions (UNHCR, 2021). 

The policies and strategies for FSM in Bangladesh provide a comprehensive framework for addressing the country's 
sanitation challenges. The integration of national policies, local government initiatives, humanitarian strategies, and 
international collaboration has facilitated the development of effective FSM systems. However, ongoing efforts are 
needed to overcome existing challenges and capitalize on opportunities for innovation. The experience of implementing 
FSM in the Rohingya camps offers valuable insights that can guide future initiatives and improve sanitation outcomes 
in humanitarian settings. 

5.5. National Strategy for Water Supply and Sanitation (2021) 

Fecal Sludge Management (FSM) is a crucial aspect of sanitation in Bangladesh, particularly in the context of rapidly 
growing urban areas and humanitarian settings such as the Rohingya refugee camps. This section reviews the key 
policies and strategies that guide FSM practices in Bangladesh, with a focus on their implementation and effectiveness 
in addressing sanitation challenges. 

5.5.1. National Policies and Frameworks 

Bangladesh has developed several policies and strategies to improve sanitation and FSM. The National Sanitation 
Strategy (2005) and the National Strategy for Water Supply and Sanitation (2014) provide comprehensive guidelines 
for the provision of sanitation services, including FSM (Ministry of Local Government, Rural Development and 
Cooperatives [MoLGRD&C], 2014). These strategies emphasize the importance of safe sanitation practices, community 
involvement, and sustainable management of fecal sludge. 

The National Strategy for Water Supply and Sanitation (2014) specifically addresses FSM, promoting the development 
of infrastructure for the collection, transport, treatment, and safe disposal of fecal sludge. The strategy also encourages 
the reuse of treated sludge in agriculture to enhance sustainability and reduce environmental impacts (MoLGRD&C, 
2014). 

5.5.2. Local Government Initiatives 

Local governments in Bangladesh are pivotal in implementing FSM policies. City Corporations and Municipalities are 
tasked with planning, financing, and managing sanitation services within their jurisdictions. These local authorities are 
encouraged to adopt innovative and context-specific FSM solutions to meet the needs of their communities (Islam et al., 
2020). 

In the context of the Rohingya refugee camps, local government authorities have worked in collaboration with 
international organizations and NGOs to establish FSM systems. These collaborations have resulted in the construction 
of faecal sludge treatment plants (FSTPs) designed to handle the large volumes of waste generated in the camps. The 
involvement of local governments ensures that FSM initiatives are aligned with national policies and benefit from local 
expertise (UNICEF, 2020). 

5.5.3. Humanitarian Strategies 

In humanitarian settings like the Rohingya camps, FSM strategies must be adapted to the urgent and complex needs of 
displaced populations. The Sphere Handbook, a widely recognized guide for humanitarian response, provides standards 
for sanitation, including FSM, in emergency contexts (Sphere Association, 2018). It highlights the need for accessible, 
safe, and dignified sanitation facilities to prevent environmental contamination and protect public health. 

The humanitarian response in Cox’s Bazar has integrated these principles, focusing on rapid implementation and 
scalability of FSM solutions. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and other humanitarian 
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agencies have developed specific strategies to address the sanitation needs of the Rohingya population. These strategies 
include constructing FSTPs, providing portable latrines, and implementing community-based waste management 
programs (UNHCR, 2021). 

5.5.4. International Collaboration and Funding 

International collaboration and funding are essential for successful FSM initiatives in Bangladesh. Various international 
donors, including the World Bank, Asian Development Bank, and bilateral aid agencies, have supported FSM projects 
through financial assistance and technical expertise (World Bank, 2016). These collaborations have facilitated the 
development and implementation of FSM infrastructure, particularly in resource-limited areas. 

In the Rohingya camps, international funding has been crucial in establishing and maintaining FSTPs. Humanitarian 
organizations have worked closely with the Bangladeshi government to ensure these facilities are operational and meet 
the needs of the refugee population. Continued international support is vital for sustaining these efforts and expanding 
FSM coverage (UNICEF, 2020). 

5.5.5. Challenges and Opportunities 

Despite significant progress, several challenges hinder the effective implementation of FSM policies and strategies in 
Bangladesh. These challenges include limited financial resources, inadequate infrastructure, and a lack of technical 
capacity at the local level (Islam et al., 2020). Addressing these issues requires ongoing investment in capacity building, 
infrastructure development, and community engagement. 

Opportunities for improving FSM in Bangladesh include adopting innovative technologies and practices. The success of 
FSTPs in the Rohingya camps demonstrates the potential for scalable and sustainable FSM solutions. Leveraging lessons 
learned from these interventions can inform future policies and strategies, ensuring they are resilient and adaptable to 
changing conditions (UNHCR, 2021). 

The policies and strategies for FSM in Bangladesh provide a robust framework for addressing the country’s sanitation 
challenges. The integration of national policies, local government initiatives, humanitarian strategies, and international 
collaboration has facilitated the development of effective FSM systems. However, ongoing efforts are needed to 
overcome existing challenges and capitalize on opportunities for innovation. The experience of implementing FSM in 
the Rohingya camps offers valuable insights that can guide future initiatives and improve sanitation outcomes in 
humanitarian settings. 

5.6. Institutional Regulatory Framework for FSM (IRF-FSM, 2017) 

The Institutional Regulatory Framework for Fecal Sludge Management (IRF-FSM, 2017) represents a pivotal 
development in Bangladesh's efforts to address the complex challenges of sanitation and waste management. This 
framework was established to provide comprehensive guidelines and regulatory mechanisms to ensure effective and 
sustainable fecal sludge management across the country. This section reviews the key components of the IRF-FSM 
(2017) and its implications for FSM practices, particularly in humanitarian settings such as the Rohingya refugee camps. 

5.6.1. Overview of IRF-FSM (2017) 

The IRF-FSM (2017) was developed by the Government of Bangladesh in collaboration with international agencies and 
local stakeholders to create a structured approach to FSM. The framework aims to standardize practices, enhance 
coordination among different actors, and promote the adoption of sustainable technologies and practices for fecal 
sludge management (Ministry of Local Government, Rural Development and Cooperatives [MoLGRD&C], 2017). 

Key objectives of the IRF-FSM (2017) include 

 Establishing Clear Roles and Responsibilities: The framework delineates the roles and responsibilities of 
various government agencies, local authorities, private sector entities, and non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) involved in FSM. This clarity is intended to improve coordination and accountability (MoLGRD&C, 
2017). 

 Regulating FSM Practices: The IRF-FSM (2017) sets out regulations and standards for the collection, 
transportation, treatment, and disposal of fecal sludge. These regulations aim to ensure that FSM practices are 
safe, environmentally friendly, and aligned with public health goals (MoLGRD&C, 2017). 
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 Promoting Sustainable Technologies: The framework encourages the adoption of innovative and sustainable 
FSM technologies, such as decentralized treatment systems and resource recovery practices. It provides 
guidelines for the implementation and scaling of these technologies (MoLGRD&C, 2017). 

 Enhancing Capacity Building: Recognizing the need for skilled personnel, the IRF-FSM (2017) emphasizes 
capacity building and training programs for stakeholders involved in FSM. This focus on education and skill 
development is critical for the effective implementation of FSM practices (MoLGRD&C, 2017). 

 Ensuring Financial Sustainability: The framework outlines strategies for financing FSM activities, including 
public-private partnerships and community-based financing models. These strategies are designed to ensure 
the long-term financial viability of FSM systems (MoLGRD&C, 2017). 

5.6.2. Implications for FSM in Humanitarian Settings 

The principles and guidelines established by the IRF-FSM (2017) have significant implications for FSM practices in 
humanitarian settings, such as the Rohingya refugee camps. The structured approach and regulatory standards 
provided by the framework can help address some of the key challenges identified in these contexts. 

 Improved Coordination and Accountability: By defining clear roles and responsibilities, the IRF-FSM (2017) 
facilitates better coordination among various actors involved in FSM in humanitarian settings. This can enhance 
the efficiency and effectiveness of FSM interventions (UNICEF, 2020). 

 Standardized Practices: The regulations and standards set out in the framework ensure that FSM practices in 
refugee camps are safe and environmentally sustainable. Standardization can help mitigate health risks and 
reduce environmental contamination (WHO, 2018). 

 Adoption of Innovative Technologies: The promotion of sustainable FSM technologies aligns with the needs of 
humanitarian settings, where scalable and adaptable solutions are crucial. The framework’s guidelines can 
support the deployment of decentralized treatment systems and resource recovery practices in refugee camps 
(Patel et al., 2011). 

 Capacity Building: The emphasis on capacity building in the IRF-FSM (2017) is particularly relevant for 
humanitarian settings, where local capacity may be limited. Training programs can equip stakeholders with the 
skills needed to manage FSM effectively (Islam et al., 2020). 

 Financial Sustainability: The framework’s focus on financing strategies can help ensure the sustainability of 
FSM interventions in refugee camps. Exploring innovative financing models can provide the necessary 
resources to maintain and scale FSM systems (World Bank, 2016). 

The IRF-FSM (2017) provides a comprehensive regulatory framework that supports effective and sustainable fecal 
sludge management in Bangladesh. Its principles and guidelines are highly relevant for addressing the unique 
challenges of FSM in humanitarian settings, such as the Rohingya refugee camps. By promoting coordination, 
standardization, innovation, capacity building, and financial sustainability, the IRF-FSM (2017) can significantly 
enhance the effectiveness of FSM interventions and contribute to improved sanitation outcomes in crisis-affected areas. 

6. Methodology 

6.1. Study Area Description 

6.1.1. Study Area: Rohingya Refugee Camps in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh 

The study area for this research is the Rohingya refugee camps located in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. Cox’s Bazar, a coastal 
district in southeastern Bangladesh, has become the site of the world’s largest refugee settlement due to the massive 
influx of Rohingya refugees fleeing persecution in Myanmar. The humanitarian crisis has resulted in significant 
challenges in providing adequate sanitation and hygiene facilities for the displaced population. 

6.1.2. Geographic and Demographic Context 

Cox’s Bazar is characterized by its hilly terrain and tropical climate, with heavy monsoon rains from June to September, 
which significantly impact the infrastructure and living conditions in the refugee camps (UNHCR, 2021). The district's 
topography includes coastal plains, rolling hills, and river valleys, making the construction and maintenance of 
sanitation facilities challenging. 
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The refugee camps, primarily located in the Ukhiya and Teknaf sub-districts, host over 900,000 Rohingya refugees (IOM, 
2019). The population density in these camps is extremely high, with shelters often built in close proximity, 
exacerbating the risk of disease transmission and complicating waste management efforts. 

6.1.3. Sanitation Challenges 

The high population density and limited space within the camps pose significant challenges for sanitation infrastructure. 
The initial influx of refugees overwhelmed the existing facilities, leading to inadequate sanitation coverage and 
widespread open defecation (MSF, 2018). The humanitarian response has focused on rapidly improving sanitation 
conditions, but the ongoing needs are substantial. 

The tropical climate, particularly the monsoon season, further complicates sanitation efforts. Heavy rains can lead to 
flooding and landslides, damaging latrines and contaminating water sources (WHO, 2018). The hilly terrain and lack of 
drainage infrastructure exacerbate these issues, making it difficult to maintain sanitary conditions. 

Faecal Sludge Management (FSM) Interventions 

In response to the critical sanitation needs, various FSM interventions have been implemented in the Rohingya camps. 
These include the construction of faecal sludge treatment plants (FSTPs), the installation of portable latrines, and the 
development of decentralized waste management systems (UNICEF, 2020). These interventions aim to provide safe and 
sustainable solutions for managing the large volumes of fecal sludge generated in the camps. 

The FSTPs in the camps are designed to treat fecal sludge to reduce pathogen levels and environmental contamination. 
These plants employ various treatment technologies, including anaerobic digestion, composting, and stabilization 
ponds, to ensure that the treated sludge can be safely disposed of or reused (Islam et al., 2020). The effectiveness and 
sustainability of these FSM interventions are crucial for improving sanitation outcomes in the camps. 

Community Engagement and Participation 

Community engagement is a key component of FSM interventions in the Rohingya camps. Efforts to involve refugees in 
the planning, implementation, and maintenance of sanitation facilities have been crucial for ensuring their acceptance 
and proper use (UNHCR, 2017). Educational programs and hygiene promotion activities are conducted to raise 
awareness about the importance of sanitation and proper waste management practices. 

The Rohingya refugee camps in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, present a unique and challenging environment for FSM due to 
high population density, complex topography, and climatic conditions. The implementation of FSTPs and other 
sanitation interventions aims to address these challenges and improve public health outcomes. This study area provides 
a critical context for evaluating the performance of innovative sanitation solutions in a humanitarian setting. 

6.2. Demographic and geographic details of the Rohingya camps 

6.2.1. Demographic Details 

The Rohingya refugee camps in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, host one of the largest refugee populations in the world. As of 
2021, more than 900,000 Rohingya refugees reside in the camps, having fled persecution and violence in Myanmar’s 
Rakhine State (UNHCR, 2021). The demographic profile of the refugee population is diverse, comprising individuals of 
various ages and family structures, with a significant proportion being women and children. According to the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM), approximately 52% of the refugee population are children under 18, 
and 16% are single mothers heading households (IOM, 2019). 

The high population density in the camps presents significant challenges for providing adequate sanitation services. 
The average population density in some of the camps exceeds 40,000 people per square kilometer, leading to 
overcrowded living conditions (MSF, 2018). This density exacerbates the risk of disease transmission and complicates 
efforts to maintain sanitation and hygiene standards. 

6.2.2. Geographic Details 

Cox’s Bazar is located in the southeastern part of Bangladesh, bordering the Bay of Bengal. The region's geography is 
characterized by a mix of coastal plains, rolling hills, and river valleys. The refugee camps are primarily situated in the 
Ukhiya and Teknaf sub-districts, areas known for their challenging topography and environmental conditions (UNHCR, 
2021). 
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The camps are spread across hilly terrain, which poses significant logistical challenges for infrastructure development 
and maintenance. The area experiences a tropical monsoon climate, with heavy rainfall during the monsoon season 
from June to September. This climate results in frequent flooding and landslides, which can damage sanitation facilities 
and contaminate water sources, further complicating FSM efforts (WHO, 2018). 

6.2.3. Infrastructure and Accessibility 

The infrastructure within the Rohingya camps includes makeshift shelters constructed from bamboo and tarpaulin, with 
limited access to essential services such as water, sanitation, and healthcare. Roads within the camps are often unpaved 
and become difficult to navigate during the rainy season, impacting the transport of fecal sludge to treatment facilities 
(IOM, 2019). The geographic isolation and poor infrastructure highlight the need for innovative and resilient FSM 
solutions that can adapt to these challenging conditions. 

6.2.4. Sanitation Facilities 

Sanitation facilities in the camps have been rapidly constructed to meet the urgent needs of the growing refugee 
population. These facilities include pit latrines, communal toilets, and faecal sludge treatment plants (FSTPs). The 
construction and maintenance of these facilities are complicated by the high population density, the hilly terrain, and 
the monsoon climate (UNICEF, 2020). The FSTPs are designed to treat fecal sludge to reduce health risks and 
environmental contamination, employing various technologies such as anaerobic digestion and composting (Islam et 
al., 2020). 

6.2.5. Environmental Considerations 

The environmental impact of sanitation practices in the camps is a critical concern. The heavy monsoon rains can lead 
to the overflow of latrines and the spread of contaminants, increasing the risk of waterborne diseases (WHO, 2018). 
Additionally, the hilly terrain and lack of adequate drainage systems exacerbate these challenges, necessitating the 
development of robust and environmentally sustainable FSM systems. 

The demographic and geographic context of the Rohingya camps in Cox’s Bazar presents unique challenges for the 
implementation of effective fecal sludge management. The high population density, challenging topography, and 
tropical monsoon climate require innovative and resilient solutions to ensure adequate sanitation and protect public 
health. Understanding these details is essential for designing and evaluating FSM interventions in humanitarian settings. 

6.3. Data Collection Methods 

The evaluation of the performance of faecal sludge treatment plants (FSTPs) in the Rohingya camps in Cox’s Bazar, 
Bangladesh, involves a comprehensive data collection approach to ensure robust and reliable findings. This section 
outlines the various data collection methods used in the study, including quantitative and qualitative approaches. 

6.3.1. Quantitative Data Collection 

Surveys and Questionnaires 

Surveys and questionnaires were administered to a representative sample of the refugee population to gather 
quantitative data on sanitation practices, health outcomes, and community satisfaction with FSM services. The surveys 
included both closed-ended and open-ended questions to capture detailed information on the use and effectiveness of 
sanitation facilities (Creswell & Creswell, 2017). The questionnaires were designed to be culturally sensitive and 
translated into the local language to ensure accurate responses. 

Monitoring and Testing 

Regular monitoring and testing of the FSTPs were conducted to evaluate their operational performance and treatment 
efficiency. Key performance indicators such as biochemical oxygen demand (BOD), chemical oxygen demand (COD), and 
pathogen reduction levels were measured (Strande et al., 2014). Samples of treated sludge were collected and analyzed 
in collaboration with local laboratories to ensure accurate and reliable results. 

Health Data Analysis 

Health data from local clinics and health centers within the camps were analyzed to assess the impact of FSTPs on public 
health. Data on the incidence of sanitation-related diseases, such as diarrhea and cholera, were collected and correlated 
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with the presence and operation of FSTPs (WHO, 2018). This analysis helped to establish a link between improved 
sanitation infrastructure and health outcomes. 

6.3.2. Qualitative Data Collection 

Interviews 

In-depth interviews were conducted with key stakeholders, including camp managers, health workers, NGO 
representatives, and local government officials. These interviews provided qualitative insights into the challenges and 
successes of FSM implementation, as well as stakeholder perspectives on the sustainability and effectiveness of FSTPs 
(Patton, 2015). The interviews were semi-structured to allow for flexibility and in-depth exploration of specific topics. 

Focus Group Discussions 

Focus group discussions were organized with community members to gather qualitative data on their experiences and 
perceptions of the FSM services. These discussions facilitated a deeper understanding of community needs, preferences, 
and cultural factors influencing the use of sanitation facilities (Krueger & Casey, 2015). The focus groups included 
diverse participants, such as women, men, and youth, to capture a range of perspectives. 

Observational Studies 

Direct observation was used to gather qualitative data on the day-to-day operations of the FSTPs and the usage patterns 
of sanitation facilities. Observational studies provided insights into the practical challenges of maintaining and 
operating the treatment plants, as well as the behavior of users in relation to the facilities (Yin, 2018). Field notes and 
photographs were taken to document these observations systematically. 

6.3.3. Data Triangulation 

To ensure the reliability and validity of the findings, data triangulation was employed. This involved cross-verifying data 
from multiple sources and methods to identify consistencies and discrepancies (Flick, 2018). Triangulation helped to 
provide a comprehensive and nuanced understanding of the performance of FSTPs in the Rohingya camps. 

6.3.4. Ethical Considerations 

Ethical considerations were paramount in the data collection process. Informed consent was obtained from all 
participants, ensuring they were aware of the study's purpose and their rights. Confidentiality and anonymity were 
maintained to protect the privacy of respondents (Bryman, 2016). The study also adhered to ethical guidelines for 
conducting research in vulnerable populations, ensuring respect and sensitivity towards the participants. 

The data collection methods employed in this study combined quantitative and qualitative approaches to provide a 
robust evaluation of the performance of FSTPs in the Rohingya camps. The comprehensive data collection strategy 
ensured that diverse perspectives and accurate measurements were captured, contributing to a thorough assessment 
of the effectiveness and sustainability of innovative sanitation solutions in humanitarian settings. 

6.4. Field observations, stakeholder interviews, analysis of reports and assessments 

6.4.1. Field Observations 

Field observations were conducted to gather first-hand data on the operational status and effectiveness of the faecal 
sludge treatment plants (FSTPs) in the Rohingya camps. This method involved systematic and direct observation of the 
FSTPs, sanitation facilities, and related activities within the camps. Observations focused on several key aspects: 

 Operational Procedures: Observations were made regarding the daily operations of the FSTPs, including the 
processes of sludge collection, transportation, treatment, and disposal. This helped identify any operational 
challenges and best practices in real-time (Yin, 2018). 

 Facility Condition: The physical condition of the FSTPs and associated infrastructure was assessed, noting any 
signs of wear, damage, or maintenance needs. This included checking the structural integrity of the plants, the 
functionality of equipment, and the cleanliness of the facilities (Patton, 2015). 

 Usage Patterns: Patterns of usage by the camp residents were documented to understand how the sanitation 
facilities are being utilized. This included the frequency of use, peak usage times, and any observed behaviors 
that might impact the effectiveness of the FSM system (Bryman, 2016). 
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Field notes and photographs were taken to capture detailed observations, providing a visual and descriptive record of 
the conditions and operations within the camps. 

6.4.2. Stakeholder Interviews 

Stakeholder interviews were conducted to gain in-depth insights from individuals directly involved in or affected by the 
FSM interventions. These interviews included a diverse group of stakeholders: 

 Camp Managers and Humanitarian Workers: Interviews with camp managers and staff from humanitarian 
organizations provided insights into the strategic and operational aspects of the FSM interventions. These 
stakeholders shared their perspectives on the challenges, successes, and areas for improvement (Patton, 2015). 

 Health Workers: Health professionals working in the camps were interviewed to understand the impact of the 
FSM interventions on public health. They provided valuable information on the incidence of sanitation-related 
diseases and the perceived health benefits of the FSTPs (Creswell & Creswell, 2017). 

 Community Members: Interviews with camp residents, including both men and women from different age 
groups, were conducted to gather their experiences and perceptions of the sanitation facilities. These 
interviews explored issues of accessibility, cultural acceptance, and satisfaction with the FSM services (Krueger 
& Casey, 2015). 

The interviews were semi-structured, allowing for flexibility to explore specific topics in depth while ensuring 
consistency across interviews. All interviews were recorded (with consent) and transcribed for detailed analysis. 

6.4.3. Analysis of Reports and Assessments 

An extensive review of reports and assessments related to FSM in the Rohingya camps was carried out to supplement 
the primary data collected through observations and interviews. This included: 

 Project Reports: Reports from humanitarian organizations and NGOs involved in the FSM interventions were 
analyzed to understand the scope, implementation strategies, and outcomes of the projects. These documents 
provided context and detailed descriptions of the interventions (Yin, 2018). 

 Health Assessments: Health assessments conducted by organizations such as the World Health Organization 
(WHO) and Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) were reviewed to gather data on public health indicators and the 
impact of improved sanitation on disease prevalence (WHO, 2018). 

 Technical Assessments: Technical evaluations of the FSTPs, including performance metrics and environmental 
impact assessments, were analyzed to determine the effectiveness and sustainability of the treatment plants. 
These assessments provided quantitative data on treatment efficiency and compliance with environmental 
standards (Strande et al., 2014). 

The analysis of these reports and assessments helped triangulate the data collected through field observations and 
interviews, ensuring a comprehensive understanding of the performance of the FSTPs. 

The combined use of field observations, stakeholder interviews, and analysis of reports and assessments provided a 
robust methodological framework for evaluating the performance of faecal sludge treatment plants in the Rohingya 
camps. This multi-method approach ensured the collection of diverse and reliable data, offering a holistic view of the 
FSM interventions and their impact on sanitation and public health in a humanitarian setting. 

6.5. Evaluation Criteria for FSTPs 

Evaluating the performance of faecal sludge treatment plants (FSTPs) in the Rohingya camps involves the use of specific 
criteria to assess their effectiveness, efficiency, sustainability, and impact on public health. The evaluation criteria are 
based on established standards and best practices in the field of fecal sludge management. This section outlines the key 
evaluation criteria used in the study. 

6.5.1. Treatment Efficiency 

Pathogen Reduction 

The primary function of FSTPs is to reduce the presence of pathogens in fecal sludge to safe levels. The evaluation 
includes measuring the reduction of pathogens such as Escherichia coli, helminth eggs, and other indicator organisms. 
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The World Health Organization (WHO) guidelines for safe sludge management provide benchmarks for acceptable 
pathogen levels in treated sludge (WHO, 2018). 

Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) and Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD) 

BOD and COD are indicators of organic pollution in water. Efficient FSTPs should significantly reduce BOD and COD 
levels in the treated effluent, indicating effective removal of organic matter. Regular sampling and laboratory analysis 
are conducted to measure these parameters (Strande et al., 2014). 

6.5.2. Operational Efficiency 

Capacity Utilization 

The capacity utilization rate of FSTPs is a critical measure of their operational efficiency. This criterion assesses whether 
the plants are operating at, below, or above their designed capacity. Under-utilization or over-utilization can indicate 
potential issues with the design or operation of the plants (Patel et al., 2011). 

Downtime and Maintenance 

The frequency and duration of plant downtime due to maintenance or operational failures are recorded. A high level of 
downtime can impact the plant’s ability to treat sludge continuously and effectively. Regular maintenance schedules 
and the availability of spare parts are also evaluated (Strande et al., 2014). 

6.5.3. Environmental Impact 

Effluent Quality 

The quality of effluent discharged from the FSTPs into the environment is assessed to ensure compliance with 
environmental standards. Parameters such as nutrient levels (nitrogen and phosphorus), heavy metals, and residual 
pathogens are measured. Effluent quality must meet national and international environmental standards to prevent 
contamination of local water bodies (WHO, 2018). 

Sludge Disposal and Reuse 

The final disposal or reuse of treated sludge is evaluated to determine its environmental impact. Sustainable practices 
such as using treated sludge for agricultural purposes or as soil conditioner are encouraged. The potential for resource 
recovery and the environmental safety of these practices are assessed (Diener et al., 2014). 

6.5.4. Social and Economic Impact 

Community Acceptance and Utilization 

The acceptance and utilization of the FSTPs by the local community are critical for their success. Surveys and interviews 
with community members are conducted to gauge their satisfaction with the sanitation facilities, their understanding 
of the health benefits, and any cultural or social barriers to using the facilities (Jenkins & Sugden, 2006). 

Cost-Effectiveness 

The cost-effectiveness of the FSTPs is evaluated by comparing the total costs (construction, operation, and maintenance) 
with the benefits (improved health outcomes, environmental protection, and resource recovery). Cost-benefit analysis 
helps determine the economic viability and sustainability of the treatment plants (Patel et al., 2011). 

6.5.5. Health Impact 

Incidence of Sanitation-Related Diseases 

The impact of FSTPs on public health is measured by tracking the incidence of sanitation-related diseases such as 
diarrhea, cholera, and other waterborne illnesses. Health data from local clinics and health surveys are analyzed to 
assess any correlations between the operation of FSTPs and changes in disease prevalence (WHO, 2018). 



International Journal of Science and Research Archive, 2024, 12(01), 2747–2810 

2766 

Hygiene Promotion and Education 

The effectiveness of hygiene promotion and education programs associated with FSTPs is evaluated. These programs 
aim to increase awareness of proper sanitation practices and the health benefits of using treated facilities. Their success 
is measured by changes in community behavior and hygiene practices (UNICEF, 2020). 

The evaluation criteria for FSTPs encompass a comprehensive set of indicators that measure treatment efficiency, 
operational efficiency, environmental impact, social and economic impact, and health impact. These criteria provide a 
robust framework for assessing the performance of FSTPs in the Rohingya camps and ensure that the interventions are 
effective, sustainable, and beneficial to the community. 

6.6. Treatment performance, operational efficiency, cost-effectiveness, environmental impact 

6.6.1. Treatment Performance 

Evaluating the treatment performance of faecal sludge treatment plants (FSTPs) is crucial to determine their 
effectiveness in pathogen reduction and sludge stabilization. The following parameters were assessed: 

Pathogen Reduction 

Pathogen reduction is a primary objective of FSTPs. Samples of treated sludge were collected and analyzed for the 
presence of pathogens such as Escherichia coli, helminth eggs, and other indicator organisms. The effectiveness of the 
treatment process was measured against World Health Organization (WHO) guidelines for safe sludge management 
(WHO, 2018). 

Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) and Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD) 

BOD and COD levels were measured to evaluate the reduction of organic matter in the treated effluent. Regular sampling 
and laboratory analysis were conducted to determine the extent of organic pollution removal. Effective treatment 
should result in significant reductions in BOD and COD levels, indicating the breakdown of organic materials (Strande 
et al., 2014). 

6.6.2. Operational Efficiency 

Operational efficiency is essential for the sustainability of FSTPs. The following aspects were considered: 

Capacity Utilization 

The capacity utilization rate of each FSTP was monitored to determine whether the plants were operating within their 
designed capacities. Data on the volume of sludge treated daily, weekly, and monthly were collected and analyzed. 
Under-utilization or over-utilization can indicate issues with demand forecasting, plant design, or operational 
management (Patel et al., 2011). 

Downtime and Maintenance 

The frequency and duration of plant downtime were recorded to assess operational reliability. Maintenance logs were 
reviewed to identify common issues and the effectiveness of the maintenance protocols in place. High levels of 
downtime can significantly affect the plant's ability to treat sludge consistently and effectively (Strande et al., 2014). 

6.6.3. Cost-Effectiveness 

Cost-effectiveness is a critical factor in determining the feasibility and sustainability of FSM interventions. The following 
economic aspects were evaluated: 

Capital and Operational Costs 

The total capital expenditure for the construction of the FSTPs and the ongoing operational costs were analyzed. This 
included costs related to labor, maintenance, energy consumption, and materials. A detailed cost breakdown provided 
insights into the financial requirements for setting up and maintaining the treatment plants (Patel et al., 2011). 

Cost-Benefit Analysis 

A cost-benefit analysis was conducted to compare the costs of operating the FSTPs with the benefits derived from 
improved health outcomes, environmental protection, and potential resource recovery. This analysis considered both 
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direct and indirect benefits, providing a comprehensive understanding of the economic viability of the FSTPs (Diener et 
al., 2014). 

6.6.4. Environmental Impact 

The environmental impact of the FSTPs was assessed to ensure that the treatment processes do not adversely affect the 
surrounding environment. The following parameters were considered: 

Effluent Quality 

The quality of the effluent discharged from the FSTPs was tested for nutrient levels (nitrogen and phosphorus), heavy 
metals, and residual pathogens. Ensuring that the effluent meets environmental standards is crucial for preventing 
contamination of local water bodies and ecosystems (WHO, 2018). 

Sludge Disposal and Reuse 

The disposal or reuse of treated sludge was evaluated to determine its environmental impact. Sustainable practices, 
such as using treated sludge for agricultural purposes or as a soil conditioner, were assessed for their feasibility and 
safety. The potential for resource recovery was also considered, highlighting the environmental and economic benefits 
of reusing treated sludge (Diener et al., 2014). 

The comprehensive evaluation of treatment performance, operational efficiency, cost-effectiveness, and environmental 
impact provides a holistic view of the FSTPs' effectiveness in the Rohingya camps. These criteria ensure that the 
treatment plants are not only technically and economically viable but also environmentally sustainable and socially 
acceptable. The findings from this evaluation will inform future FSM interventions in humanitarian settings, 
contributing to improved sanitation outcomes and public health. 

7. FSM Value Chain in Rohingya Camps 

7.1. Containment 

Containment is a critical component of the fecal sludge management (FSM) value chain, especially in humanitarian 
settings like the Rohingya camps in Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh. Proper containment systems are essential to prevent 
contamination, ensure safe collection, and facilitate effective transportation of fecal sludge. The containment strategies 
in the Rohingya camps are designed to address the unique challenges posed by high population density, limited space, 
and environmental conditions. 

7.1.1. Current Containment Systems 

In the Rohingya camps, approximately 49,530 latrines have been constructed, most of which utilize pits lined with 
circular concrete rings for containment (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). These latrines are crucial for managing the large volumes 
of waste generated by the refugee population. 

Key features of the current containment systems include: 

 Pit Latrines: The majority of latrines in the camps are pit latrines, which require regular desludging to maintain 
their functionality. The pits are typically lined with concrete rings to provide structural stability and prevent 
seepage (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

 Regular Desludging: Due to the high usage rates, many latrines require frequent desludging, sometimes weekly 
or several times a month. This frequency is influenced by factors such as pit size, infiltration rates, and the 
density of the user population (Arup, 2023). 

 Community Engagement: Effective containment requires active participation from the community. Efforts have 
been made to engage the community in maintaining and using the latrines properly to ensure their long-term 
viability (FSM Strategy, 2023). 

7.1.2. Challenges in Containment 

The containment systems in the Rohingya camps face several challenges: 
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 High Frequency of Desludging: The need for frequent desludging increases operational costs and logistical 
complexities. The small pit volumes and high infiltration rates in some areas contribute to this challenge (Arup, 
2023). 

 Variability in Sludge Production: The rate of sludge generation varies, with an average of 1.1 liters per person 
per day. Seasonal variations, particularly during the wet season, can increase sludge volume by approximately 
26%, affecting the treatment capacity and quality (FSM Strategy, 2023). 

 Environmental Conditions: The hilly terrain and heavy monsoon rains complicate the construction and 
maintenance of latrines, increasing the risk of flooding and contamination (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

Recommendations for Improving Containment: 

To enhance the containment component of the FSM value chain in the Rohingya camps, the following recommendations 
are proposed: 

 Regular Maintenance and Upgradation: Implement regular extraction and safe disposal of settled solids to 
maintain the capacity of existing pits. Upgrading pits with less than 4 feet diameter linings can increase their 
volume and reduce desludging frequency (FSM Strategy, 2023). 

 Construction of New Latrines: Build new latrines to fill any gaps in coverage, aiming for one latrine per 20 
people. New constructions should follow the unified latrine design of 2023, which has been revised from the 
2019 version to address current needs more effectively (FSM Strategy, 2023). 

 Inclusive Design: Ensure that new and upgraded latrines are designed to accommodate gender and disability 
considerations, enhancing accessibility and usability for all camp residents (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

 Strengthening Community Engagement: Foster community ownership and involvement in the maintenance 
and cleanliness of latrines through user groups and educational initiatives. This engagement is crucial for the 
sustainability of the containment systems (FSM Strategy, 2023). 

Containment is a fundamental part of the FSM value chain in the Rohingya camps, directly impacting public health and 
environmental safety. Addressing the challenges and implementing the recommended improvements can significantly 
enhance the effectiveness and sustainability of sanitation efforts in these humanitarian settings. 

7.2. Types and current status of latrines 

7.2.1. Types of Latrines 

The Rohingya camps in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, employ various types of latrines to manage the sanitation needs of the 
refugee population. These types are selected based on their suitability to the local topography, population density, and 
the availability of resources. The primary types of latrines used include: 

 Direct Pit Latrines: These are single cubicle latrines with a pit directly beneath them. They are one of the most 
commonly used latrine types due to their simplicity and low cost. Direct pit latrines are often found in both 
temporary and more permanent setups within the camps (Arup, 2023). 

 Twin Pit Latrines: These latrines have two pits, allowing for one pit to be used while the other is left to compost. 
This type improves sustainability and reduces the frequency of emptying required. Twin pit latrines are 
particularly useful in areas with higher population densities (Arup, 2023). 

 Septic Tank Latrines: Septic tank systems involve a primary tank where solids settle and partially decompose, 
and a secondary soak pit or drain field where the liquid effluent is further treated. These are more complex and 
suitable for areas with better infrastructure and space availability (Arup, 2023). 

 Bio-Fill Latrines: These latrines use biological processes to treat the waste, often incorporating layers of 
filtration media and plants. They are designed to reduce the volume of waste and convert it into usable 
byproducts such as compost (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

 Biogas Latrines: These systems capture methane from decomposing waste, which can be used as a source of 
energy. Biogas latrines are beneficial as they provide both sanitation and renewable energy solutions (Oxfam 
& Arup, 2023). 

 Emergency Latrines: Constructed rapidly during the initial phase of the refugee influx, these latrines are often 
more temporary and simpler in design. They are intended to provide immediate sanitation solutions and are 
typically replaced or upgraded over time (Arup, 2023). 
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7.2.2. Current Status of Latrines 

As of the latest assessment, there are approximately 49,530 latrines in the Rohingya camps, with various types 
distributed across different locations to meet the needs of over 900,000 refugees. The distribution and number of each 
type of latrine are as follows: 

 Durable Latrines: 12,084 units across 8 camps 
 Septic Tank Latrines: 7,774 units across 22 camps 
 Twin Pit Latrines: 9,426 units (5,238 twin pit offset, 4,188 twin pit direct) across 14 camps 
 Direct Pit Latrines: 10,650 units (4,577 with soak pit, 3,772 without soak pit, 2,301 offset) across 23 camps 
 Bio-Fill Latrines: 1,290 units across 20 camps 
 Biogas Plant Latrines: 1,172 units across 10 camps 
 Emergency Latrines: 531 units across 10 camps (Arup, 2023; FSM Strategy, 2023) 

7.2.3. Challenges and Recommendations 

The latrines in the camps face several challenges that impact their effectiveness and sustainability: 

 High Frequency of Desludging: Many latrines, particularly single pit types, require frequent emptying due to 
their limited capacity. This is exacerbated during the rainy season when infiltration rates are reduced, leading 
to faster filling of pits (Arup, 2023). 

 Operational Issues: Some latrines, such as bio-fill latrines, have not performed as expected due to design or 
operational challenges, leading to solidification of sludge and reduced capacity (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

 Accessibility and Maintenance: Ensuring regular maintenance and accessibility of latrines, especially in densely 
populated areas, remains a significant logistical challenge (FSM Strategy, 2023). 

To address these challenges, the following recommendations are proposed: 

 Regular Maintenance and Upgradation: Increasing the capacity of existing pits through regular desludging and 
upgrading to larger pits or twin pit systems can help manage the high volume of waste. 

 Constructing New Latrines: Building additional latrines following the unified design standards to reduce the 
pressure on existing facilities and ensure equitable access. 

 Community Engagement: Enhancing community involvement in the maintenance and proper use of latrines to 
ensure sustainability and hygiene compliance. 

 Innovative Solutions: Exploring and implementing innovative sanitation solutions such as biogas plants and 
bio-fill latrines, with appropriate modifications based on operational feedback (FSM Strategy, 2023). 

The diverse range of latrine types and their strategic implementation play a crucial role in managing fecal sludge in the 
Rohingya camps. By addressing the existing challenges and implementing recommended improvements, the FSM 
system can be made more effective and sustainable, thereby improving public health and living conditions in the camps. 

7.3. Collection/Emptying 

The collection and emptying of fecal sludge in the Rohingya refugee camps are critical steps in the FSM value chain. 
These processes ensure that sludge is safely removed from latrine pits and transported to treatment facilities, thereby 
preventing the contamination of the environment and reducing public health risks. 

7.3.1. Methods of Collection and Emptying 

Several methods are employed for the collection and emptying of fecal sludge in the camps, each adapted to the specific 
needs and conditions of the various locations: 

Manual Desludging 

Manual desludging involves the physical removal of sludge using hand tools such as shovels and buckets. This method 
is labor-intensive and poses significant health risks to the workers involved due to direct contact with fecal matter. 
Despite its drawbacks, it is often used in areas where access for mechanized equipment is limited (Arup, 2023). 
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Vacuum Trucks (Vacutugs) 

Vacuum trucks, or vacutugs, are mechanical vehicles equipped with vacuum pumps to suction sludge from latrine pits 
into a holding tank. This method is more efficient and reduces health risks compared to manual desludging. However, 
the use of vacutugs is often restricted by the narrow and uneven paths within the camps (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

Pit Transfer with Temporary Pipe and Pump Systems 

This method involves using pumps and temporary piping systems to transfer sludge from latrine pits to nearby holding 
tanks or directly to treatment facilities. It is particularly useful in densely populated areas where the construction of 
permanent infrastructure is not feasible. The system allows for more rapid and hygienic sludge removal compared to 
manual methods (Arup, 2023). 

Integrated Faecal Sludge Transfer Network (IFSTN) 

The IFSTN employs a combination of permanent and temporary infrastructure, including pipes and pumps, to facilitate 
the movement of sludge from latrines to treatment plants. This system is designed to handle large volumes of sludge 
efficiently and is crucial in managing the sanitation needs of high-density populations (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

7.3.2. Current Status and Challenges 

The current status of collection and emptying in the Rohingya camps highlights both achievements and ongoing 
challenges: 

High Frequency of Desludging 

Due to the high usage rates of latrines, many pits require frequent desludging. Some latrines need to be emptied weekly 
or even more often during peak usage periods, such as the rainy season when sludge volume increases by approximately 
26% (FSM Strategy, 2023; Arup, 2023). 

Logistical and Operational Issues 

The varied terrain and narrow pathways in the camps pose significant logistical challenges for the movement of vacuum 
trucks and other mechanized equipment. Additionally, maintaining and operating temporary piping systems requires 
continuous monitoring and repair to ensure functionality (Arup, 2023). 

Health and Safety Concerns 

Workers involved in manual desludging face severe health risks due to direct exposure to untreated fecal matter. 
Protective measures and proper training are essential to mitigate these risks. Furthermore, the community must be 
educated on the importance of safe sanitation practices to minimize contamination risks (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

7.3.3. Recommendations for Improvement 

To enhance the effectiveness and safety of the collection and emptying processes in the Rohingya camps, the following 
recommendations are proposed: 

Expand Mechanized Desludging 

Increase the use of vacuum trucks and other mechanized equipment where feasible. This expansion can significantly 
reduce the health risks associated with manual desludging and improve efficiency. 

Enhance Infrastructure for IFSTN 

Strengthen the infrastructure for the integrated faecal sludge transfer network by installing more permanent piping 
and pump systems. This will facilitate smoother and more reliable sludge transfer operations. 

Regular Maintenance and Monitoring 

Implement rigorous maintenance and monitoring protocols for all collection and emptying equipment. Regular checks 
and timely repairs will ensure continuous operation and prevent breakdowns. 
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Worker Protection and Training 

Provide adequate protective gear and training for workers involved in desludging activities. Ensuring their safety is 
paramount to maintaining a healthy workforce and effective FSM operations. 

Community Engagement and Education 

Engage the community in understanding the importance of proper sanitation practices. Educational campaigns can help 
residents maintain cleaner latrines and reduce the frequency of desludging needed. 

The collection and emptying of fecal sludge are vital components of the FSM value chain in the Rohingya camps. 
Addressing the current challenges through improved infrastructure, mechanization, and community engagement can 
significantly enhance the effectiveness and sustainability of sanitation efforts in these humanitarian settings. 

7.4. Methods and recommendations for desludging 

7.4.1. Methods for Desludging 

Desludging is a critical operation in the FSM value chain, involving the safe and efficient removal of accumulated sludge 
from latrine pits. In the Rohingya camps, several methods are employed to address the unique challenges posed by the 
environment and population density. These methods include manual desludging, mechanized desludging, and the use 
of integrated faecal sludge transfer networks (IFSTNs). 

Manual Desludging 

Manual desludging involves workers physically removing sludge using hand tools such as shovels, buckets, and barrels. 
This method is labor-intensive and exposes workers to significant health risks due to direct contact with fecal matter. 
Despite these drawbacks, manual desludging is often used in areas where mechanized equipment cannot access due to 
narrow pathways and dense settlement patterns (Arup, 2023). 

Mechanized Desludging 

Mechanized desludging utilizes vacuum trucks (vacutugs) equipped with suction pumps to remove sludge from latrine 
pits. This method is more efficient and reduces health risks for workers compared to manual desludging. However, the 
use of vacuum trucks is limited by the camp's challenging terrain and infrastructure, which restricts the movement of 
large vehicles (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

Integrated Faecal Sludge Transfer Network (IFSTN) 

The IFSTN method employs a combination of permanent and temporary infrastructure, including pumps and piping 
systems, to transfer sludge from latrines to treatment facilities. This system allows for the rapid and hygienic removal 
of sludge, particularly in high-density areas where manual and mechanized methods are less feasible. The IFSTN is 
designed to handle large volumes of sludge efficiently, mitigating the logistical challenges posed by the camp 
environment (Arup, 2023). 

7.4.2. Recommendations for Improving Desludging Practices 

To enhance the efficiency, safety, and sustainability of desludging operations in the Rohingya camps, several 
recommendations are proposed: 

Expand Mechanized Desludging Capacity 

Increasing the fleet of vacuum trucks and ensuring their maintenance can significantly improve desludging efficiency. 
Mechanized desludging should be prioritized in areas accessible to vehicles, reducing the reliance on manual methods 
and enhancing overall sanitation (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

Enhance IFSTN Infrastructure 

Strengthening the infrastructure for IFSTNs by installing more permanent piping and pumps will facilitate smoother 
sludge transfer operations. This system can be expanded to cover more areas within the camps, ensuring timely and 
hygienic desludging (Arup, 2023). 



International Journal of Science and Research Archive, 2024, 12(01), 2747–2810 

2772 

Implement Regular Maintenance Protocols 

Establishing rigorous maintenance schedules for all desludging equipment, including vacuum trucks and IFSTN 
components, will prevent breakdowns and ensure continuous operation. Regular maintenance checks can identify and 
address potential issues before they disrupt desludging activities (FSM Strategy, 2023). 

Protect and Train Workers 

Providing adequate protective gear and comprehensive training for desludging workers is crucial. Protective equipment 
such as gloves, masks, and boots, combined with training on safe handling practices, can minimize health risks and 
improve worker safety (Arup, 2023). 

Community Engagement and Education 

Engaging the community through educational campaigns about the importance of proper sanitation and the role of 
desludging can foster cooperation and reduce the frequency of latrine overflows. Educating residents on maintaining 
latrines can also help manage the demand for desludging services (FSM Strategy, 2023). 

Innovate and Adapt Desludging Techniques 

Exploring and implementing innovative desludging techniques tailored to the unique conditions of the camps can 
improve efficiency. For instance, smaller, portable desludging units that can navigate narrow pathways may 
complement larger mechanized equipment (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

Effective desludging is essential for maintaining sanitation and preventing health risks in the Rohingya camps. By 
expanding mechanized desludging capacity, enhancing infrastructure, protecting workers, engaging the community, 
and innovating techniques, the desludging operations can be significantly improved. These measures will contribute to 
a more sustainable and effective FSM system, ensuring better living conditions and public health outcomes for the 
refugee population. 

7.5. Transport 

Transport is a critical component of the fecal sludge management (FSM) value chain, responsible for moving sludge 
from containment units to treatment facilities. Efficient transport systems are essential to ensure timely and safe 
removal of sludge, which is vital for maintaining sanitation and public health in the densely populated Rohingya camps. 

7.5.1. Methods of Transport 

The primary methods used for transporting sludge in the Rohingya camps include: 

Vacuum Trucks (Vacutugs) 

Vacuum trucks are small vehicles equipped with a vacuum pump and a storage tank. They are designed to navigate the 
narrow and often muddy roads of the camps. The vacuum pump suctions the sludge from latrine pits into the storage 
tank for transport to the treatment facility. This method is efficient and minimizes direct contact with fecal matter, 
thereby reducing health risks for workers (Arup, 2023). 

Intermediate Faecal Sludge Transfer Network (IFSTN) 

The IFSTN is a system of permanent and temporary pipes with transfer tanks. This network allows for the gravity-based 
or pumped transfer of sludge from latrines to intermediate storage tanks, from where it is further transported to 
treatment plants. The flexibility of the IFSTN makes it suitable for areas with varying terrain and high population density 
(Arup, 2023). 

Pit Transfer with Temporary Pipe and Pump Systems 

This method involves using portable pumps and hoses to transfer sludge from latrines to nearby storage tanks or 
directly to treatment facilities. It is particularly useful in areas where vacuum trucks cannot reach. The temporary 
nature of the hoses allows for easy setup and removal as needed (Arup, 2023). 
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Manual Transport 

In some cases, sludge is manually removed from pits and transported in barrels carried by workers. This method is 
labor-intensive and poses significant health risks due to direct exposure to sludge. It is generally used in areas where 
mechanical transport methods are not feasible (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

7.5.2. Current Status of Transport Methods 

The distribution and use of transport methods in the camps are as follows: 

 Pit Transfer/Temporary Pipe and Pump: This method is the most widely used, handling an average of 64% of 
the sludge volume transported each month. It is favored for its flexibility and efficiency in varying terrains 
(Arup, 2023). 

 IFSTN/Permanent Pipe Network and Pump: This method is used for about 11% of the transported sludge, 
particularly in centralized areas with better infrastructure (Arup, 2023). 

 Manual Desludging and Transport: Although less efficient and more hazardous, manual transport accounts for 
about 8% of the sludge transport due to its necessity in inaccessible areas (Arup, 2023). 

 Vacuum Trucks (Vacutugs): These handle a smaller volume due to their limited access but are crucial in areas 
they can reach, accounting for approximately 1% of the transported sludge (Arup, 2023). 

7.5.3. Challenges in Sludge Transport 

The transportation of sludge in the Rohingya camps faces several challenges: 

Logistical Constraints 

The narrow, muddy, and uneven roads within the camps limit the movement of vacuum trucks. This necessitates 
reliance on manual transport and temporary piping systems, which are less efficient and more labor-intensive (Arup, 
2023). 

Operational Costs 

The operational costs of desludging and transporting sludge are significant. For example, the average monthly 
operational expenditure for desludging is approximately $2.43 per cubic meter, and for transport, it is $1.51 per cubic 
meter (Arup, 2023). 

Health and Safety Risks 

Manual desludging and transport expose workers to health risks due to direct contact with untreated sludge. Protective 
measures and proper training are essential to mitigate these risks (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

7.5.4. Recommendations for Improving Transport 

To enhance the efficiency and safety of sludge transport in the Rohingya camps, the following recommendations are 
proposed: 

Expand Use of Vacuum Trucks 

Increase the fleet and usage of vacuum trucks where road conditions allow. This will reduce the reliance on manual 
transport and improve overall efficiency (Arup, 2023). 

Strengthen IFSTN Infrastructure 

Invest in expanding and maintaining the IFSTN to cover more areas within the camps. This system offers a reliable and 
scalable solution for sludge transport (Arup, 2023). 

Regular Maintenance and Monitoring 

Implement regular maintenance schedules for all transport equipment, including vacuum trucks and portable pumps, 
to ensure continuous and efficient operation (FSM Strategy, 2023). 
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Worker Protection and Training 

Provide comprehensive training and adequate protective gear for workers involved in sludge transport. Ensuring their 
safety is paramount to maintaining a healthy workforce and effective FSM operations (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

Community Engagement and Education 

Engage the community in understanding the importance of proper sanitation and the role of sludge transport. 
Educational campaigns can foster cooperation and support for maintaining clean and functional latrines (FSM Strategy, 
2023). 

Effective sludge transport is essential for maintaining sanitation in the Rohingya camps. By addressing logistical 
challenges, reducing operational costs, protecting workers, and strengthening infrastructure, the transport component 
of the FSM value chain can be significantly improved. These measures will contribute to better public health and living 
conditions for the refugee population. 

7.6. Modes and efficiency of sludge transportation 

7.6.1. Modes of Sludge Transportation 

Efficient transportation of fecal sludge is critical in the FSM value chain, particularly in densely populated humanitarian 
settings like the Rohingya camps in Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh. The primary modes of sludge transportation employed in 
these camps include: 

Vacuum Trucks (Vacutugs) 

Vacuum trucks are equipped with vacuum pumps to suction sludge from latrines into a storage tank mounted on the 
vehicle. They are suitable for areas with relatively better road access but face challenges in navigating the narrow and 
muddy paths typical in the camps. The use of vacutugs helps reduce direct human contact with fecal sludge, thereby 
minimizing health risks for workers (Arup, 2023). 

Intermediate Faecal Sludge Transfer Network (IFSTN) 

The IFSTN involves a system of permanent and temporary pipes combined with transfer tanks. This network facilitates 
the movement of sludge from latrines to intermediate storage tanks or directly to treatment plants. The IFSTN is 
particularly effective in handling large volumes of sludge efficiently and is adaptable to both centralized and 
decentralized setups (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

Pit Transfer with Temporary Pipe and Pump Systems 

- This method uses portable pumps and hoses to transfer sludge from latrines to nearby storage tanks or treatment 
facilities. It is highly flexible and can be set up quickly to address immediate desludging needs, making it suitable for 
areas with difficult access (Arup, 2023). 

Manual Desludging and Transport 

- Involves the physical removal of sludge using hand tools and transport in barrels. This method is labor-intensive and 
poses significant health risks due to direct exposure to sludge. It is typically used where mechanical methods are not 
feasible (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

7.6.2. Efficiency of Sludge Transportation Methods 

The efficiency of these transportation methods varies based on factors such as operational costs, volume capacity, and 
resilience to seasonal changes. 

Volume of Sludge Transported 

The IFSTN demonstrated the highest efficiency, handling an average of 64% of the total sludge volume transported each 
month. It is particularly effective during the wet season, when sludge volumes increase by approximately 26% due to 
higher water tables and rainwater infiltration (FSM Strategy, 2023). 
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Operational Costs 

The operational cost analysis revealed that manual desludging and transport had the highest costs, averaging $2.43 per 
cubic meter for desludging and $1.51 per cubic meter for transport, totaling $3.94 per cubic meter. In contrast, the 
IFSTN showed the lowest operational costs, making it the most cost-effective method (Arup, 2023). 

Seasonal Resilience 

The IFSTN is more resilient to seasonal variations, maintaining higher efficiency during the wet season compared to 
other methods. Manual desludging and transport methods are less effective in the wet season due to poor road 
conditions and increased labor requirements (Arup, 2023). 

Quality and Consistency of Transported Sludge 

The consistency of transported sludge, in terms of solids content, varied among the methods. The IFSTN provided more 
consistent sludge quality, while vacuum trucks showed greater variability. Consistent sludge quality is crucial for the 
performance of treatment facilities (Arup, 2023). 

7.6.3. Recommendations for Improving Sludge Transportation 

To enhance the efficiency and sustainability of sludge transportation in the Rohingya camps, the following 
recommendations are proposed: 

Expand and Maintain IFSTN Infrastructure 

- Investing in the expansion and regular maintenance of the IFSTN can improve its coverage and efficiency. This system 
should be prioritized due to its cost-effectiveness and resilience (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

Increase Mechanized Desludging Capacity 

Expanding the fleet of vacuum trucks and ensuring their regular maintenance can reduce reliance on manual desludging, 
improving overall operational efficiency and worker safety (Arup, 2023). 

Optimize Temporary Pipe and Pump Systems 

Enhancing the setup and operational protocols for temporary pipe and pump systems can provide a flexible and efficient 
solution for areas with difficult access, especially during the rainy season (Arup, 2023). 

Worker Protection and Training 

Providing adequate protective gear and comprehensive training for workers involved in sludge transport is crucial for 
minimizing health risks and improving operational safety (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

Community Engagement 

Engaging the community through educational campaigns can promote proper sanitation practices and support the 
maintenance of transport infrastructure, ensuring the sustainability of FSM efforts (FSM Strategy, 2023). 

Effective sludge transportation is essential for maintaining sanitation and public health in the Rohingya camps. By 
optimizing transportation methods, investing in infrastructure, protecting workers, and engaging the community, the 
FSM system can be significantly improved. These measures will ensure better living conditions and sustainable 
sanitation solutions for the refugee population. 

7.7. Treatment 

7.7.1. Treatment Methods 

The treatment of fecal sludge in the Rohingya camps employs various technologies to ensure effective and safe 
processing of waste. The primary treatment methods used in the camps include biological, chemical, and mechanical 
processes, often integrated into multistage treatment systems. The selection of these methods is influenced by the need 
for efficiency, cost-effectiveness, and the specific environmental and logistical challenges of the camps. 

Biological Treatment Systems 
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 Anaerobic Baffled Reactors (ABR): ABRs improve sludge treatment through anaerobic processes, which involve 
the biological breakdown of organic matter in the absence of oxygen. These systems are effective in reducing 
pathogen levels and organic load, making them suitable for decentralized treatment setups. ABRs require 
periodic desludging and regular maintenance to ensure optimal performance (Arup, 2023). 

 Constructed Wetlands: These systems use natural processes involving wetland vegetation, soil, and microbial 
communities to treat fecal sludge. Constructed wetlands are effective in removing nutrients and pathogens and 
are designed to handle varying sludge loads. They are particularly useful in areas with sufficient space and 
appropriate environmental conditions (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

Chemical Treatment Systems 

 Lime Treatment: Lime is added to sludge to raise the pH, which helps in pathogen reduction and odor control. 
Lime treatment systems typically involve the use of lagoons or tanks where sludge is mixed with lime, followed 
by dewatering beds for solids separation. The treated sludge can be further processed or safely disposed of 
(Arup, 2023). 

 Decentralized Chemical Treatment Systems: These systems use chemical additives to stabilize sludge and 
reduce pathogen levels. They are quick to set up and require less space compared to biological systems, making 
them suitable for emergency situations (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

Mechanical Treatment Systems 

Upflow Filters: These systems involve the upward flow of sludge through filter media, which traps solids and facilitates 
the treatment process. Upflow filters are compact and can be easily scaled to meet varying treatment demands. They 
require regular maintenance to prevent clogging and ensure effective filtration (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

7.7.2. Current Status of Treatment Facilities 

The treatment facilities in the Rohingya camps are categorized into centralized and decentralized systems, each serving 
different population sizes and areas: 

 Centralized Systems: These large-scale facilities treat sludge from multiple camps and have capacities 
exceeding 100 cubic meters per day. Examples include the Mega FSTP-1 in Camp 4X, which uses anaerobic 
lagoons, upflow filters, and polishing ponds for comprehensive sludge treatment (Arup, 2023). 

 Decentralized Systems: These smaller facilities are designed to serve specific camp sections or populations, 
with capacities typically ranging from 5 to 30 cubic meters per day. They include systems such as lime 
treatment plants and anaerobic baffled reactors, which are easier to construct and operate in remote or densely 
populated areas (Arup, 2023; Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

7.7.3. Challenges in Treatment 

Several challenges affect the efficiency and sustainability of fecal sludge treatment in the Rohingya camps: 

 Operational Complexity: Some treatment processes, particularly biological ones, require skilled operators and 
regular monitoring to maintain optimal conditions for microbial activity. This complexity can be a barrier in 
areas with limited technical expertise (Arup, 2023). 

 Space Constraints: Centralized treatment systems require significant land area, which can be difficult to secure 
in densely populated camps. Decentralized systems, while more space-efficient, may still face challenges related 
to site selection and land availability (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

 Cost Factors: The cost of setting up and operating treatment facilities varies widely. Systems like lime treatment 
have lower initial capital expenditure but higher operational costs due to the continuous need for chemical 
inputs (Arup, 2023). 

7.7.4. Recommendations for Improvement 

To enhance the effectiveness and sustainability of fecal sludge treatment in the Rohingya camps, the following 
recommendations are proposed: 

 Optimize Treatment Technologies: Adopt a mix of centralized and decentralized systems based on specific site 
conditions and sludge generation rates. This approach can balance the need for efficiency, cost-effectiveness, 
and scalability (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 
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 Enhance Operator Training: Provide comprehensive training programs for local operators to ensure they have 
the necessary skills to manage and maintain treatment facilities effectively. This can improve operational 
efficiency and reduce downtime (Arup, 2023). 

 Invest in Infrastructure: Secure funding for the construction and maintenance of treatment facilities, 
particularly those that offer long-term sustainability and low operational costs. This includes investing in 
technologies that can be easily scaled and adapted to changing conditions (FSM Strategy, 2023). 

Effective treatment of fecal sludge is crucial for maintaining sanitation and public health in the Rohingya camps. By 
addressing the current challenges and implementing the recommended improvements, the FSM system can be made 
more efficient, sustainable, and resilient to future needs. These measures will contribute to better living conditions and 
health outcomes for the refugee population. 

7.8. Overview of existing FSTPs (types and capacities) 

7.8.1. Overview of Existing FSTPs 

The fecal sludge treatment plants (FSTPs) in the Rohingya camps are designed to manage the high volume of waste 
generated by the refugee population. These plants use various technologies and have different capacities to meet the 
specific needs of the camps. The FSTPs can be broadly categorized into centralized and decentralized systems, each with 
unique features and operational capabilities. 

7.8.2. Types of FSTPs 

Centralized FSTPs 

 Mega FSTP-1 (Camp 4X): This plant uses a combination of anaerobic lagoons, upflow filters (UFF), trickling filters, 
and polishing ponds to treat sludge. It has a large-scale capacity and is designed to handle sludge from multiple 
camps. The plant also includes planted drying beds for solid handling and achieves significant pathogen reduction 
and organic load removal through its multistage biological processes . 

 Kutupalong FSTP (FSTP-2): Similar to Mega FSTP-1, this plant uses anaerobic filters, vertical and horizontal 
constructed wetlands (CW), and polishing ponds. It operates multiple process streams in parallel and serves a 
large population across several camps. The system is noted for its robust treatment performance and ability to 
handle large volumes of sludge . 

Decentralized FSTPs 

 Anaerobic Baffled Reactors (ABR): These plants include buffer tanks, anaerobic baffled reactors, filters, and 
polishing ponds. ABRs are effective in reducing pathogens and organic matter through biological processes. They 
are typically used for smaller populations and have a moderate treatment capacity . 

 Lime Stabilization Ponds: These plants use chemical treatment methods, including lime lagoons, dewatering 
beds, and polishing ponds. Lime stabilization is effective for pathogen reduction but has higher operational costs 
and is less efficient for organic load removal compared to biological systems . 

 Aeration Plants: These facilities use aeration tanks, settlement tanks, liquid filtration, and chlorination for sludge 
treatment. Aeration plants are noted for their high performance in reducing chemical oxygen demand (COD), 
biological oxygen demand (BOD), and pathogens. They are suitable for smaller, decentralized setups . 

 Waste Stabilization Ponds (WSP): WSPs utilize anaerobic, facultative, and maturation ponds in sequence to treat 
sludge. These systems require significant land area but are effective for pathogen and nutrient removal. WSPs 
are used in both centralized and decentralized configurations . 

 Anaerobic Digesters: These systems include biodigesters, planted filters, and polishing ponds. Anaerobic 
digesters produce biogas as a byproduct, which can be used as an energy source. They are efficient in treating 
sludge and reducing waste volumes but require careful management and maintenance . 

7.8.3. Capacities of Existing FSTPs 

The total treatment capacity of the FSTPs in the Rohingya camps varies based on the technology and scale of the plant: 

 Mega FSTP-1: 180 cubic meters per day (m³/day) . 
 Kutupalong FSTP: Designed to handle up to 150 m³/day during the wet season, with an upgrade to 180 

m³/day . 
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 Anaerobic Baffled Reactors: Typically range from 3 to 15 m³/day, depending on the specific design and 
site conditions . 

 Lime Stabilization Ponds: Capacity varies but generally supports smaller decentralized systems . 
 Aeration Plants: Can handle 5 to 10 m³/day, suitable for decentralized applications . 
 Waste Stabilization Ponds: Capacities range from 5 to 50 m³/day, depending on the number and size of 

ponds used . 
 Anaerobic Digesters: Typically handle small to moderate volumes, around 10 to 30 m³/day . 

7.8.4. Summary of Treatment Capacities 

The total daily treatment capacity across the camps is approximately 879 m³/day, while the estimated daily sludge 
production is around 995 m³. This indicates a gap in treatment capacity, particularly during the wet season when sludge 
volumes increase significantly. Efforts to upgrade existing facilities and optimize operational efficiency are ongoing to 
address this shortfall and improve overall sanitation conditions in the camps. 

The diverse range of FSTPs in the Rohingya camps highlights the need for a tailored approach to FSM, balancing 
centralized and decentralized systems to meet the varying demands and logistical challenges. Enhancing treatment 
capacities and operational efficiencies will be crucial in achieving sustainable sanitation solutions and improving public 
health outcomes for the refugee population. 

7.9. Performance analysis of different treatment technologies 

7.9.1. Performance Analysis of Treatment Technologies 

The performance of fecal sludge treatment plants (FSTPs) in the Rohingya camps varies significantly based on the type 
of technology used, the operational efficiency, and the specific environmental conditions. The following is a detailed 
analysis of the performance of different treatment technologies employed in the camps. 

7.9.2. Anaerobic Baffled Reactors (ABR) 

Description: ABRs utilize a series of baffles to direct sludge flow under anaerobic conditions, enhancing the breakdown 
of organic matter. 

Performance: 

 Capacity: 6-10 m³/day 
 Capex: $1,554.4-$4,060 per m³ treated 
 Opex: $3.44-$9.57 per m³ treated 
 Whole Life Cost: $1,607-$2,858 per m³/year 
 Treatment Efficiency: Generally poor for BOD and COD removal, but relatively good performance for nutrients 

and TSS removal. E. coli standards are only achieved 50% of the time . 

7.9.3. Upflow Filters (UFF) 

Description: UFFs use a vertical filtration process where sludge is filtered through a series of media layers, separating 
solids from liquids. 

Performance: 

 Capacity: 5-10 m³/day 
 Capex: $2,891 per m³ treated 
 Opex: $5.94 per m³ treated 
 Whole Life Cost: $2,188 per m³/year 
 Treatment Efficiency: Performs relatively poorly compared to other decentralized FSTPs, with lower solids 

removal rates and inconsistent BOD and COD removal . 

7.9.4. Lime Stabilization Ponds 

Description: These ponds use lime to stabilize sludge, raising the pH to reduce pathogens. 

 



International Journal of Science and Research Archive, 2024, 12(01), 2747–2810 

2779 

Performance: 

 Capacity: Varies 
 Capex: Relatively low initial investment 
 Opex: High due to continuous need for lime 
 Whole Life Cost: High 
 Treatment Efficiency: Poor performance for COD/BOD and nutrients removal. Not suitable for long-term use 

due to high operational costs and low treatment performance . 

7.9.5. Aeration Plants 

Description: Aeration plants use mechanical aeration to enhance the breakdown of organic matter and reduce BOD/COD 
levels. 

Performance: 

 Capacity: 5-10 m³/day 
 Capex: High due to mechanical components 
 Opex: $29.46 per m³ treated 
 Whole Life Cost: $3,579 per m³/year 
 Treatment Efficiency: Best performance against COD and pathogen standards, consistent results, but complex 

to operate and requires skilled labor . 

7.9.6. Anaerobic Lagoons 

Description: These lagoons treat sludge through anaerobic digestion, reducing organic load and producing biogas. 

Performance: 

 Capacity: 150-180 m³/day 
 Capex: High 
 Opex: Low 
 Whole Life Cost: Moderate 
 Treatment Efficiency: Good performance with consistent COD and BOD removal, effective pathogen removal, 

and resilient to seasonal variations. 

7.9.7. Decentralized Treatment Systems (DEWATS) 

Description: DEWATS include a combination of settlement tanks, anaerobic filters, and constructed wetlands for sludge 
treatment. 

Performance: 

 Capacity: 5-30 m³/day 
 Capex: Lower than centralized systems 
 Opex: Relatively low 
 Whole Life Cost: Low to moderate 
 Treatment Efficiency: Variable performance, generally poor for BOD and COD removal. Systems can be quickly 

deployed but are less consistent in effluent quality . 

7.9.8. Comparison of Treatment Technologies 

Centralized FSTPs tend to perform better and more consistently than decentralized systems due to their larger capacity 
and ability to handle variations in sludge quality. However, they require significant initial investment and skilled 
operation. Decentralized systems are more flexible and easier to deploy but often fail to meet effluent standards 
consistently. 

The performance of fecal sludge treatment technologies in the Rohingya camps highlights the need for a balanced 
approach, incorporating both centralized and decentralized systems to optimize treatment efficiency and cost-
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effectiveness. Continuous monitoring and adaptation to local conditions are essential to ensure sustainable sanitation 
solutions. 

7.10. Disposal/Reuse 

7.10.1. Disposal of Treated Sludge 

The disposal of treated sludge in the Rohingya camps involves multiple methods to ensure safe and environmentally 
friendly management of waste. The disposal routes include incineration, burial, composting, and land application as soil 
conditioners. These methods are selected based on the treatment technology used and the specific site conditions. 

Incineration 

- Incineration is employed in some lime treatment sites to dispose of solids. This process reduces the volume of solids 
to ash, ensuring safe disposal and minimizing the health risks associated with pathogen exposure. For instance, Lime 
Site 1 uses incineration for final disposal, which has proven effective in reducing the volume of waste significantly 
(Oxfam & Arup, 2023).  

Burial 

- Burial is a common method for the disposal of dried sludge solids. Sites that do not have incineration facilities typically 
resort to burying the sludge. It is essential to store the sludge for a minimum of 24 months before reuse to ensure 
adequate pathogen die-off. However, it is noted that not all sites consistently achieve this storage period, which can 
impact the safety and effectiveness of the disposal method (Oxfam & Arup, 2023) 

Composting 

 - Composting of sludge is explored as a reuse option in some camps. This method involves treating the sludge to convert 
it into compost, which can be used as a soil conditioner. Composting requires adequate pathogen reduction and careful 
monitoring to ensure that the compost meets safety standards for reuse. Some NGOs are investigating centralized 
composting facilities to handle the solids from multiple FSTPs, which could enhance the efficiency and viability of this 
disposal route (Arup, 2023). 

Land Application 

 - In some instances, treated sludge is applied directly to land as a soil conditioner. This practice requires ensuring that 
the sludge has undergone sufficient treatment to reduce pathogen levels to safe limits. The storage and treatment 
processes must comply with guidelines to protect public health and the environment. Sites 2, 3, and 4 have reported 
using sludge as a soil conditioner, though the consistency of pathogen reduction before application remains a concern 
(Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

7.10.2. Reuse of Treated Sludge 

Reuse of treated sludge offers a sustainable approach to FSM by creating value from waste. Potential reuse applications 
include: 

Agricultural Use 

 - Treated sludge can be used as a fertilizer or soil conditioner in agricultural applications. This practice improves soil 
fertility and supports agricultural productivity. However, it is crucial to ensure that the treated sludge meets safety 
standards for pathogen and contaminant levels. The Bangladesh Standards and Guidelines for Sludge Management 
recommend specific buffer zones and treatment requirements to safeguard groundwater and surface water from 
contamination (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

Energy Generation 

 - Some FSTPs, such as anaerobic digesters, produce biogas as a byproduct of the treatment process. This biogas can be 
used as a renewable energy source for cooking or electricity generation, providing an additional benefit of energy 
recovery from waste. However, further treatment of both solids and liquids is required to ensure comprehensive 
pathogen reduction (Oxfam & Arup, 2023)【84:10†source】. 
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Compost Production 

 - Composting treated sludge to produce organic fertilizer is an emerging practice. This approach not only reduces the 
volume of waste but also generates a useful product for agricultural use. The composting process must be carefully 
managed to ensure the complete degradation of pathogens and the production of high-quality compost (Arup, 2023). 

7.10.3. Challenges and Recommendations 

Space Constraints 

 - Many FSTPs face space limitations for the storage and treatment of sludge. This challenge necessitates the need for 
efficient and scalable disposal and reuse methods. Centralized composting and coordinated sludge management 
strategies can help address these constraints (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

Regulatory Compliance 

 - Ensuring that treated sludge meets regulatory standards for reuse and disposal is critical. Regular monitoring and 
adherence to guidelines, such as the Bangladesh Standards for Sludge Management, are essential to protect public health 
and the environment (Oxfam & Arup, 2023). 

Community Acceptance 

 - Community acceptance of reuse practices, such as land application of treated sludge or use of biogas, is crucial for the 
success of these initiatives. Educational campaigns and stakeholder engagement can help build support and 
understanding of the benefits and safety of reuse practices (FSM Strategy, 2023). 

The effective disposal and reuse of treated sludge are vital components of the FSM value chain in the Rohingya camps. 
By implementing safe and sustainable disposal methods and exploring innovative reuse opportunities, the FSM system 
can be enhanced to provide long-term benefits for public health and environmental protection. 

8.11 Current practices and potential innovative reuse options 

7.10.4. Current Practices 

The current practices for the disposal and reuse of treated fecal sludge in the Rohingya camps include incineration, 
burial, composting, and land application. Each method is selected based on specific site conditions and the treatment 
technology used. 

Incineration 

 - Incineration is used to reduce the volume of solids, converting them to ash, which is safer and easier to handle. 
Incineration is typically done outside the camps to mitigate health risks and air pollution concerns. For example, Lime 
Site 1 utilizes incineration for final disposal, effectively reducing the volume of waste significantly. 

Burial 

 - Burial is another method for disposing of dried sludge solids. This method is employed at sites that lack incineration 
facilities. The sludge is stored for at least 24 months before reuse to ensure pathogen die-off. However, not all sites 
consistently achieve this storage period, impacting the safety of the disposal method. 

Composting 

 - Composting is explored in some camps as a reuse option. This process involves converting sludge into compost, which 
can be used as a soil conditioner. Some NGOs are investigating centralized composting facilities to handle solids from 
multiple FSTPs, aiming to enhance efficiency and viability. 

Land Application 

 - Treated sludge is sometimes applied directly to land as a soil conditioner. This practice improves soil fertility but 
requires the sludge to meet safety standards for pathogen and contaminant levels. Buffer zones and treatment 
requirements must be adhered to protect groundwater and surface water. 
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7.10.5. Potential Innovative Reuse Options 

Briquettes Production 

 - In Uganda, charcoal briquettes are produced by combining fecal sludge (40%) with charcoal dust (60%). This method 
not only provides a means of disposing of sludge but also produces a valuable fuel source. 

Fish Farming 

 - Treated sludge cakes can be used in fish farms to increase the growth of phytoplankton, which serves as food for fish. 
This innovative reuse option not only disposes of sludge but also enhances fish farming productivity. 

Construction Materials 

 - Sludge cakes can be repurposed as construction materials, such as bricks. This method reduces waste and provides a 
sustainable building material. Research and pilot projects are ongoing to validate the effectiveness of this reuse option. 

Private Sector Engagement 

 - Engaging the private sector to develop viable business models for operating FSTPs and selling end products like 
compost or energy can enhance sustainability. This approach can create economic opportunities while ensuring safe 
sludge management. 

Co-composting 

 - Co-composting involves mixing dried fecal sludge with organic waste to produce compost. This method benefits from 
higher temperatures that destroy pathogens. However, it requires careful management to maintain the quality of the 
compost and ensure market acceptance. 

Energy Generation 

 - Technologies like anaerobic digesters produce biogas as a byproduct, which can be used for cooking or electricity 
generation. This method not only treats sludge but also provides a renewable energy source. However, further 
treatment of solids and liquids is necessary to ensure comprehensive pathogen reduction. 

7.10.6. Challenges and Recommendations 

Space Constraints 

 - Limited space for sludge storage and treatment is a significant challenge. Centralized composting and coordinated 
sludge management strategies can help address these constraints by consolidating disposal and reuse effort. 

Regulatory Compliance 

 - Ensuring that treated sludge meets regulatory standards for reuse and disposal is critical. Adherence to guidelines, 
such as the Bangladesh Standards for Sludge Management, protects public health and the environment. 

Community Acceptance 

 - Community acceptance of reuse practices is crucial for success. Educational campaigns and stakeholder engagement 
can build support for safe and beneficial reuse practices. 

Effective disposal and innovative reuse of treated sludge are essential components of the FSM value chain in the 
Rohingya camps. Implementing sustainable disposal methods and exploring reuse opportunities can enhance the 
overall effectiveness of the FSM system, contributing to improved public health and environmental protection. 
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8. Case Study: FSM in Rohingya Camps 

8.1. Implementation of FSM Projects 

8.1.1. Implementation of FSM Projects 

The implementation of FSM projects in the Rohingya camps has been a multi-faceted endeavor involving various 
stakeholders, technologies, and approaches. The following sections detail the key aspects of these projects, including 
the agencies involved, the technologies used, and the operational strategies adopted to address the unique challenges 
of the camps. 

Stakeholders and Coordination 

Several agencies, both governmental and non-governmental, have played pivotal roles in the implementation of FSM 
projects in the Rohingya camps. These include the Department of Public Health Engineering (DPHE), UNHCR, UNICEF, 
IOM, and various NGOs such as Oxfam, BRAC, and Practical Action. Coordination among these stakeholders has been 
facilitated by the Cox’s Bazar WASH Sector, ensuring a unified approach to FSM. 

8.1.2. Key Technologies and Approaches 

Anaerobic Baffled Reactors (ABR) 

 - ABRs are used extensively in the camps due to their efficiency in reducing organic load and pathogens in sludge. They 
involve a series of compartments where sludge undergoes anaerobic digestion, reducing the need for frequent 
desludging. 

Lime Stabilization Ponds 

 - These ponds use lime to increase the pH of sludge, which helps in pathogen reduction and odor control. This method 
is cost-effective and relatively easy to implement, making it suitable for emergency settings. 

Upflow Filters (UFF) 

 - UFFs involve the upward flow of sludge through filter media, which traps solids and facilitates the treatment process. 
They are compact and can be easily scaled to meet varying treatment demands, making them suitable for decentralized 
systems. 

Constructed Wetlands 

 - Constructed wetlands mimic natural processes to treat fecal sludge. These systems use plants and microorganisms to 
remove contaminants from sludge. They require larger land areas but offer a sustainable and environmentally friendly 
treatment option. 

Waste Stabilization Ponds (WSP) 

 - WSPs are large, shallow ponds designed to treat sludge through natural biological processes. They are effective for 
pathogen removal but require significant land area, which can be a limitation in densely populated camps. 

8.1.3. Challenges and Solutions 

High Population Density and Limited Space 

 - The high population density in the camps poses significant challenges for FSM, particularly in terms of space for 
treatment facilities. To address this, stakeholders have implemented decentralized treatment systems like ABRs and 
UFFs, which require less space and can be distributed across different camp areas. 

Seasonal Variations 

 - The monsoon season increases the volume of sludge due to higher water tables and rainwater infiltration. Flexible 
systems like Intermediate Faecal Sludge Transfer Networks (IFSTNs) have been developed to handle these seasonal 
variations efficiently. 
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Operational Costs and Sustainability 

 - Ensuring the sustainability of FSM operations involves balancing operational costs with treatment efficiency. The use 
of cost-effective technologies like lime stabilization ponds and the exploration of revenue-generating activities such as 
composting and biogas production have been key strategies in this regard. 

8.1.4. Case Studies 

Oxfam's Centralized FSTP (Camp 4) 

 - This facility uses a combination of anaerobic lagoons, UFFs, and polishing ponds to treat sludge. It serves as a model 
for large-scale treatment and has been instrumental in managing the high sludge volumes generated in the camps. 

BRAC's Decentralized ABR Systems 

 - BRAC has implemented several ABR systems across different camps. These systems are highly effective in pathogen 
reduction and organic matter breakdown, providing a decentralized solution to sludge treatment. 

8.1.5. Recommendations 

To enhance the effectiveness and sustainability of FSM in the Rohingya camps, the following recommendations are 
proposed: 

Expand Decentralized Treatment Systems 

 - Increasing the number of decentralized systems like ABRs and UFFs can help manage sludge more efficiently, 
particularly in areas with space constraints. 

Invest in Capacity Building 

 - Training local operators and providing them with the necessary skills and knowledge can improve the operational 
efficiency of FSM systems. This includes training on new technologies and best practices in sludge management. 

Enhance Monitoring and Evaluation 

 - Regular monitoring and evaluation of FSM systems can help identify bottlenecks and inefficiencies. Implementing a 
robust M&E framework will ensure that systems are performing optimally and can be adapted to changing conditions. 

The implementation of FSM projects in the Rohingya camps has involved a collaborative effort among various 
stakeholders, utilizing a range of technologies to address the unique challenges of the environment. By expanding 
decentralized treatment systems, investing in capacity building, and enhancing monitoring and evaluation, the FSM 
system can be made more effective and sustainable, ensuring better sanitation and public health outcomes for the 
refugee population. 

8.2. Key actors and their roles 

8.2.1. Case Study: FSM in Rohingya Camps - Key Actors and Their Roles 

The successful implementation of Fecal Sludge Management (FSM) projects in the Rohingya camps is a result of 
collaborative efforts among various stakeholders, each playing a crucial role in the management and operation of FSM 
systems. This section outlines the key actors involved and their respective roles. 

8.2.2. Coordinating Bodies 

Cox’s Bazar WASH Sector 

 - The Cox’s Bazar WASH Sector plays a pivotal role in coordinating FSM activities among the various stakeholders in 
the camps. It ensures that efforts are aligned, resources are efficiently utilized, and there is adherence to agreed 
standards and guidelines. 
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Global FSM Technical Working Group (TWiG) 

 - The Global FSM TWiG provides technical guidance and supports the development of best practices for FSM in 
emergency settings. This group includes experts who contribute to the strategic planning and technical assessments of 
FSM projects. 

8.2.3. Donor and Overseeing Agencies 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 

 - UNHCR is one of the primary donors and overseeing agencies, providing funding and strategic oversight for FSM 
projects. UNHCR also engages in direct coordination with other agencies to ensure comprehensive coverage and support 
for FSM initiatives. 

International Organization for Migration (IOM) 

 - IOM plays a significant role in both funding and implementing FSM projects. It collaborates closely with other agencies 
to address the operational challenges and ensure the sustainability of FSM systems. 

United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 

 - UNICEF provides funding, technical support, and capacity-building initiatives. It also works on the ground to 
implement and monitor FSM projects, ensuring they meet the required standards for public health and environmental 
safety. 

8.2.4. Government Agencies 

Department of Public Health Engineering (DPHE) 

 - DPHE is responsible for the regulatory oversight of FSM projects, ensuring compliance with national standards and 
guidelines. It also engages in capacity building and supports the implementation of FSM strategies at the local level. 

Department of Environment (DoE) 

 - DoE oversees environmental compliance for FSM projects, ensuring that waste management practices do not 
negatively impact the environment. It works closely with other stakeholders to monitor and regulate effluent standards 
and environmental impact. 

8.2.5. Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 

Oxfam 

 - Oxfam is a key player in both the construction and operation of FSM facilities. It has been involved in the design, 
implementation, and management of several fecal sludge treatment plants (FSTPs) in the camps, including the Mega 
FSTP-1 in Camp 4X. 

BRAC 

 - BRAC operates multiple FSTPs and engages in extensive community outreach and capacity-building activities. It is 
instrumental in managing decentralized FSM systems and ensuring their effective operation. 

NGO Forum 

 - NGO Forum works on the construction and operation of FSM facilities, focusing on innovative and sustainable 
solutions. It collaborates with other agencies to optimize FSM practices and improve public health outcomes. 

Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) 

 - MSF is involved in the operation of several FSM facilities, providing medical and technical expertise to ensure that 
FSM practices do not compromise public health. MSF’s involvement ensures that the health implications of FSM 
practices are adequately addressed. 
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8.2.6. Academic and Research Institutions 

International Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh (ICDDR,B) 

 - ICDDR,B conducts research and provides technical expertise to support FSM projects. It plays a crucial role in 
monitoring and evaluating the health impacts of FSM practices and developing evidence-based guidelines. 

BUET Institute of Water and Flood Management (IWFM) 

 - The institute engages in research and provides technical support for the design and implementation of FSM systems. 
It collaborates with other stakeholders to develop sustainable and effective FSM solutions. 

The implementation of FSM projects in the Rohingya camps involves a diverse range of actors, each contributing unique 
expertise and resources. Effective coordination among these stakeholders is essential for the successful management of 
fecal sludge, ensuring public health, environmental sustainability, and operational efficiency. 

8.3. Comparative Analysis of FSTP Technologies 

8.3.1.  Case Study: FSM in Rohingya Camps - Comparative Analysis of FSTP Technologies 

The implementation of Fecal Sludge Treatment Plants (FSTPs) in the Rohingya camps has necessitated the deployment 
of various technologies, each tailored to address the unique challenges posed by the high population density and 
environmental conditions. This section presents a comparative analysis of the different FSTP technologies employed, 
focusing on their treatment performance, cost-effectiveness, land requirements, and scalability. 

8.3.2. Treatment Technologies 

Anaerobic Baffled Reactors (ABR) 

 Description: ABRs use a series of compartments to direct the flow of sludge under anaerobic conditions, 
promoting the breakdown of organic matter. 

 Performance: ABRs exhibit moderate efficiency in reducing organic matter and pathogens. They require less 
land and have moderate construction and operational costs. However, their performance in removing chemical 
oxygen demand (COD) and biological oxygen demand (BOD) can be inconsistent (Arup, 2023). 

 Cost: Capex is relatively low, but Opex can be high due to the need for regular desludging. 
 Suitability: Best suited for decentralized systems in areas with space constraints. 

Lime Stabilization Ponds 

  Description: These ponds use lime to stabilize sludge by increasing pH, reducing pathogens, and controlling 
odors. 

  Performance: Lime stabilization ponds are effective in the short term but have high operational costs due to 
the continuous need for lime. They are less effective in removing COD and BOD, and their long-term 
sustainability is questionable (Arup, 2023). 

  Cost: High Opex due to the ongoing need for lime. 
  Suitability: Suitable for emergency settings but not for long-term use. 

Upflow Filters (UFF) 

  Description: UFFs involve the upward flow of sludge through filter media, separating solids from liquids. 
  Performance: UFFs are compact and efficient in pathogen removal. They are suitable for decentralized systems 

and require less land. However, they have high capital and operational expenditures (Arup, 2023). 
  Cost: High Capex and Opex. 
  Suitability: Ideal for high-density areas with limited land availability. 

Aeration Plants 

  Description: Aeration plants use mechanical aeration to enhance the breakdown of organic matter. 
  Performance: These plants are highly effective in removing BOD, COD, and pathogens but have high operational 

costs due to energy requirements. They are modular and scalable (Arup, 2023). 
  Cost: High Capex and Opex. 
  Suitability: Suitable for large-scale operations with adequate funding and technical expertise. 
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Anaerobic Lagoons 

  Description: Anaerobic lagoons treat sludge through anaerobic digestion, reducing organic load and producing 
biogas. 

  Performance: Effective for large-scale treatment with low operational costs. They require significant land area 
and have high initial construction costs (Arup, 2023). 

  Cost: High Capex but low Opex. 
  Suitability: Suitable for areas with ample land and resources for initial setup. 

Constructed Wetlands 

  Description: Constructed wetlands use natural processes involving vegetation, soil, and microbial communities 
to treat fecal sludge. 

  Performance: Environmentally friendly and effective in nutrient removal but require large land areas. Less 
suitable for high-density populations. 

  Cost: Moderate Capex and Opex. 
  Suitability: Suitable for low-density areas with available land. 

8.3.3. Comparative Analysis 

Treatment Efficiency: 

 Best Performers: Aeration plants and anaerobic lagoons exhibit the highest treatment efficiency, consistently 
meeting effluent standards for COD, BOD, and pathogen reduction. 

 Moderate Performers: ABRs and UFFs provide moderate efficiency, performing well in pathogen reduction but 
less effectively in nutrient removal. 

 Poor Performers: Lime stabilization ponds and constructed wetlands often fail to consistently meet effluent 
standards, particularly for COD and BOD removal. 

Cost-Effectiveness: 

 Lowest Cost: ABRs and constructed wetlands have lower Capex and Opex compared to centralized systems. 
However, the high operational cost of lime stabilization ponds makes them less viable long-term. 

 Highest Cost: Aeration plants and anaerobic lagoons, despite their higher costs, are more cost-effective over 
their lifecycle due to their efficiency and scalability. 

Land Requirements: 

 Least Land Required: UFFs and aeration plants are the most space-efficient, making them suitable for high-
density camps. 

 Most Land Required: Constructed wetlands and anaerobic lagoons require significant land, which can be a 
constraint in densely populated camps. 

Scalability: 

 Highly Scalable: Aeration plants and UFFs are modular and can be scaled up or down based on sludge volumes. 
 Less Scalable: ABRs and constructed wetlands are less flexible in scalability due to their design and land 

requirements. 

The comparative analysis highlights the importance of selecting appropriate FSTP technologies based on specific 
conditions and requirements. Centralized systems and aeration plants, despite their higher costs, offer superior 
treatment performance and scalability, making them more suitable for the long-term management of fecal sludge in the 
Rohingya camps. Conversely, decentralized systems like ABRs and UFFs provide cost-effective solutions with moderate 
performance, ideal for areas with space constraints and lower budgets. 

8.4. Performance and efficiency 

The performance and efficiency of Fecal Sludge Treatment Plants (FSTPs) in the Rohingya camps are critical for ensuring 
effective sanitation management. This section provides a detailed analysis of the various FSTP technologies used in the 
camps, evaluating their performance based on treatment efficiency, operational costs, and suitability for the camp 
conditions. 



International Journal of Science and Research Archive, 2024, 12(01), 2747–2810 

2788 

8.4.1. Treatment Technologies 

Anaerobic Baffled Reactors (ABR) 

 Performance: ABRs show moderate efficiency in reducing organic matter and pathogens. Their performance in 
removing chemical oxygen demand (COD) and biological oxygen demand (BOD) is variable, often influenced by 
the quality of incoming sludge and operational practices. 

 Cost: ABRs have relatively low capital expenditure (Capex) but moderate operational expenditure (Opex) due 
to the need for regular desludging and maintenance. 

 Suitability: ABRs are suitable for decentralized systems with space constraints and can be effective when 
properly managed. 

Lime Stabilization Ponds 

 Performance: Lime stabilization ponds are effective for short-term pathogen reduction and odor control. 
However, they exhibit poor performance in removing COD, BOD, and nutrients. The high pH environment can 
reduce pathogen levels but may not be sustainable in the long term. 

 Cost: High Opex due to continuous lime requirements makes this option less viable for long-term use. 
 Suitability: Best suited for emergency settings where rapid deployment is needed, but not recommended for 

long-term solutions. 

Upflow Filters (UFF) 

 Performance: UFFs are compact and efficient in pathogen removal but require consistent maintenance to 
prevent filter clogging. They perform well in decentralized systems and are relatively efficient in terms of space 
usage. 

 Cost: High Capex and Opex due to the need for regular filter maintenance and replacement. 
 Suitability: Ideal for high-density areas with limited land availability, provided that operational challenges are 

managed effectively. 

Aeration Plants 

 Performance: Aeration plants are highly effective in removing BOD, COD, and pathogens, making them one of 
the best options for centralized treatment. They require significant energy input, which can be a limiting factor 
in resource-constrained settings. 

 Cost: High Capex and Opex due to energy requirements, but the efficiency of treatment justifies the cost in many 
cases. 

 Suitability: Suitable for large-scale operations with adequate funding and technical expertise. 

Anaerobic Lagoons 

 Performance: Anaerobic lagoons are effective for large-scale sludge treatment, offering good pathogen and 
organic matter reduction. They require significant land but have low operational costs once established. 

 Cost: High initial Capex but low Opex, making them cost-effective over the long term. 
 Suitability: Suitable for areas with ample land availability and where long-term, low-cost operation is desired. 

Constructed Wetlands 

 Performance: Constructed wetlands use natural processes for nutrient removal and pathogen reduction. They 
require large land areas and are less suitable for high-density camps due to their spatial requirements. 

 Cost: Moderate Capex and Opex, with benefits in terms of environmental sustainability. 
 Suitability: Best for low-density areas with sufficient land for large-scale wetland systems. 

8.4.2. Comparative Analysis 

Treatment Efficiency: 

 High Efficiency: Aeration plants and anaerobic lagoons are the most efficient in treating sludge, consistently 
meeting or exceeding effluent standards for COD, BOD, and pathogen. 

 Moderate Efficiency: ABRs and UFFs provide moderate efficiency, with variable performance depending on 
operational factors. 
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 Low Efficiency: Lime stabilization ponds and constructed wetlands often fail to consistently meet effluent 
standards for all parameters. 

Operational Costs: 

 Low Cost: Anaerobic lagoons and ABRs have lower operational costs, making them cost-effective for long-term 
use. 

 High Cost: Aeration plants, while efficient, have higher operational costs due to energy requirements. Lime 
stabilization ponds also have high operational costs due to continuous lime supply. 

Scalability: 

 Highly Scalable: Aeration plants and UFFs are modular and can be scaled up or down based on sludge volumes, 
making them adaptable to varying conditions. 

 Less Scalable: ABRs and constructed wetlands are less flexible in scalability due to their design and land 
requirements. 

Land Requirements: 

 Minimal Land: UFFs and aeration plants require minimal land, suitable for high-density areas. 
 Significant Land: Anaerobic lagoons and constructed wetlands require large land areas, which can be a 

constraint in densely populated camps. 

The comparative analysis underscores the importance of selecting FSTP technologies based on specific conditions and 
requirements. Aeration plants and anaerobic lagoons, despite their higher costs, offer superior treatment performance 
and scalability, making them suitable for long-term management of fecal sludge in the Rohingya camps. Conversely, 
decentralized systems like ABRs and UFFs provide cost-effective solutions with moderate performance, ideal for areas 
with space constraints and lower budgets. 

8.5. Resource and cost analysis 

The cost and resource requirements for Fecal Sludge Management (FSM) systems are critical factors influencing their 
sustainability and effectiveness. This section provides a comprehensive analysis of the capital expenditure (Capex) and 
operational expenditure (Opex) associated with various FSM technologies implemented in the Rohingya camps. The 
analysis focuses on identifying cost-effective solutions and understanding the financial implications of different FSM 
approaches. 

8.5.1. Capital Expenditure (Capex) 

Anaerobic Baffled Reactors (ABR) 

 Capex: ABRs generally have moderate initial construction costs. They require less land and infrastructure 
compared to other technologies, making them cost-effective for decentralized applications. The cost for setting 
up ABRs includes expenses for compartmentalized reactors, which are designed to enhance anaerobic digestion 
of the sludge. 

 Analysis: ABRs offer a balance between cost and efficiency, making them suitable for medium-scale operations 
where budget constraints are significant. 

Lime Stabilization Ponds 

  Capex: Lime stabilization ponds have low initial setup costs as they involve simple excavation and lining 
processes. However, the need for continuous supply and application of lime adds to the overall cost in the long 
term. 

  Analysis: While lime ponds are inexpensive to construct, the high operational costs due to lime procurement 
reduce their cost-effectiveness over time. 

Upflow Filters (UFF) 

  Capex: UFFs involve higher initial investments due to the requirement for specialized filter media and 
structured setups. These costs are justified by their high treatment efficiency and compact design, suitable for 
space-constrained environments. 
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  Analysis: High initial costs are a drawback, but the long-term benefits in terms of treatment efficiency and land 
use justify the investment. 

Aeration Plants 

  Capex: Aeration plants have significant capital costs due to the need for mechanical aerators and extensive 
infrastructure. These plants are usually implemented in centralized systems where economies of scale can 
offset the high initial investments. 

  Analysis: The high Capex is balanced by the superior treatment performance and scalability, making aeration 
plants viable for large-scale operations. 

Anaerobic Lagoons 

  Capex: Anaerobic lagoons require substantial land and initial construction investment. The costs include 
excavation, lining, and setting up biogas collection systems. 

  Analysis: High initial costs are mitigated by low operational costs, making lagoons cost-effective for long-term, 
large-scale operations. 

Constructed Wetlands 

  Capex: Constructed wetlands involve moderate to high initial costs due to land preparation and planting of 
wetland vegetation. The use of natural processes for treatment can reduce long-term costs. 

  Analysis: While initial investments are high, the sustainability and environmental benefits of constructed 
wetlands can justify the costs in appropriate settings. 

8.5.2. Operational Expenditure (Opex) 

Anaerobic Baffled Reactors (ABR) 

  Opex: Moderate operational costs mainly due to the need for periodic desludging and maintenance of reactor 
compartments. 

  Analysis: ABRs have manageable operational costs, making them suitable for ongoing use in resource-
constrained environments. 

Lime Stabilization Ponds 

  Opex: High operational costs due to the continuous need for lime and labor for its application. Additionally, 
periodic desludging is required to maintain effectiveness. 

  Analysis: Despite low initial costs, high Opex makes lime ponds less sustainable in the long run. 

Upflow Filters (UFF) 

 Opex: High operational costs due to the maintenance of filter media and regular cleaning to prevent clogging. 
However, these systems require less labor once operationa. 

 Analysis: The high maintenance costs are offset by the high treatment efficiency and space efficiency, suitable 
for dense populations. 

Aeration Plants 

 Opex: Significant operational costs due to energy consumption for mechanical aeration and regular 
maintenance of equipment. 

 Analysis: While costly to operate, the superior treatment outcomes and scalability make aeration plants viable 
for well-funded, large-scale operations. 

Anaerobic Lagoons 

 Opex: Low operational costs primarily due to the passive nature of the treatment process and biogas production 
that can offset some operational costs. 

 Analysis: High initial investments are balanced by low Opex, making anaerobic lagoons sustainable for long-
term operations. 
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Constructed Wetlands 

 Opex: Moderate operational costs involving periodic maintenance of wetland vegetation and monitoring of 
treatment performance. 

 Analysis: While operational costs are moderate, the environmental and sustainability benefits make 
constructed wetlands a viable option for appropriate settings. 

Cost-Effectiveness and Sustainability 

 Centralized vs. Decentralized Systems: Centralized systems, such as large-scale aeration plants and anaerobic 
lagoons, benefit from economies of scale, making them more cost-effective for large populations. Decentralized 
systems, like ABRs and UFFs, are suitable for smaller populations or areas with space constraints, providing 
flexible and scalable solutions. 

 Whole Life Cost (WLC): Considering the WLC, which includes Capex, Opex, and Capex repeats over 10 years, 
technologies like anaerobic lagoons and UFFs emerge as cost-effective due to their low operational costs and 
longevity. 

The analysis underscores the importance of selecting FSM technologies based on a thorough understanding of both 
Capex and Opex. While initial costs are a significant factor, the sustainability and long-term viability of the systems 
depend heavily on operational costs and the specific conditions of the deployment area. Centralized systems offer 
advantages in economies of scale, while decentralized systems provide flexibility and adaptability for various settings. 

8.6. Challenges and Lessons Learned 

Implementing Fecal Sludge Management (FSM) systems in the challenging environment of the Rohingya camps has 
provided critical insights into the complexities of sanitation management in humanitarian settings. This section 
highlights the primary challenges encountered and the lessons learned from these experiences, drawing on the technical 
assessments and reports provided by various stakeholders. 

8.6.1. Challenges 

High Population Density and Rapid Fill-Up Rates 

 Issue: The high population density in the camps leads to rapid fill-up rates of latrines, creating significant 
demand for frequent desludging and transportation of fecal sludge. 

 Impact: This necessitates robust and efficient FSM systems to manage the large volumes of sludge generated 
daily, which can strain existing resources and infrastructure. 

Environmental and Climatic Conditions 

 Issue: The challenging environmental conditions, including heavy rainfall and flooding, affect the operation and 
maintenance of FSM facilities. 

 Impact: Wet weather conditions can lead to transportation challenges, affect the infiltration capacity of FSTPs, 
and increase the risk of contamination and system failures. 

Operational and Maintenance Issues 

 Issue: Many FSM technologies require specialized knowledge for operation and maintenance. Regular 
maintenance activities, such as desludging and cleaning, are labor-intensive and require skilled personnel. 

 Impact: Ensuring consistent operation and maintenance is challenging, leading to potential inefficiencies and 
increased operational costs. 

Financial Constraints 

 Issue: Limited funding and high operational costs, particularly for technologies like aeration plants and lime 
stabilization ponds, pose significant financial challenges. 

 Impact: High Capex and Opex make it difficult to sustain these systems long-term without continued financial 
support. 
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Data Gaps and Standardization 

 Issue: Inconsistent data collection and lack of standardized metrics for FSM systems hinder effective 
monitoring and evaluation. 

 Impact: This makes it challenging to assess the performance and cost-effectiveness of different technologies, 
leading to difficulties in decision-making and resource allocation. 

8.6.2. Lessons Learned 

Importance of Robust Data Collection and Monitoring 

 Lesson: Establishing standardized data collection and monitoring protocols is crucial for evaluating the 
performance of FSM systems. This helps in identifying bottlenecks, inefficiencies, and areas for improvement. 

 Application: Implementing digital tools and consistent monitoring practices can improve data accuracy and 
support better decision-making. 

Adaptation to Environmental Conditions 

 Lesson: Designing FSM systems that can withstand local environmental conditions, such as heavy rainfall and 
flooding, is essential for sustainability. 

 Application: Incorporating features like elevated tanks and robust drainage systems can enhance resilience and 
reduce downtime during adverse weather conditions. 

Focus on Cost-Effective and Scalable Solutions 

 Lesson: Prioritizing cost-effective and scalable FSM technologies can enhance sustainability and adaptability in 
resource-constrained settings. 

 Application: Technologies like ABRs and UFFs, which offer a balance of cost and efficiency, should be favored 
in future implementations. 

Capacity Building and Training 

 Lesson: Providing adequate training and capacity-building initiatives for FSM operators and maintenance 
personnel is critical for effective system operation. 

 Application: Regular training programs and workshops can ensure that personnel are well-equipped to handle 
operational challenges and maintain system efficiency. 

Community Engagement and Acceptance 

 Lesson: Engaging the community and fostering acceptance of FSM practices is vital for the success of sanitation 
projects. 

 Application: Implementing awareness campaigns and involving community members in the planning and 
operation of FSM systems can enhance ownership and compliance. 

The implementation of FSM systems in the Rohingya camps has provided valuable insights into the challenges and 
necessary adaptations for effective sanitation management in humanitarian settings. By addressing the highlighted 
challenges and leveraging the lessons learned, future FSM projects can be more sustainable, efficient, and resilient. 

8.7. Operational challenges, community engagement, policy barriers 

 Case Study: FSM in Rohingya Camps - Operational Challenges, Community Engagement, Policy Barriers 

8.7.1. Operational Challenges 

High Population Density 

 Challenge: The high population density in Rohingya camps leads to rapid fill-up rates of latrines, necessitating 
frequent desludging and efficient sludge management. 

 Impact: This creates logistical challenges in maintaining regular desludging schedules and ensuring that all 
areas are adequately serviced. 
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Environmental and Climatic Conditions 

 Challenge: Heavy rainfall and flooding are common, affecting the operation of FSM systems. 
 Impact: Flooding can disrupt sludge transportation and treatment processes, leading to overflows and 

environmental contamination. 

Operational and Maintenance Issues 

 Challenge: Many FSM technologies require specialized knowledge for operation and maintenance. Regular 
activities such as desludging, cleaning, and maintenance are labor-intensive. 

 Impact: Ensuring a skilled workforce for continuous operation is challenging, impacting the efficiency and 
reliability of FSM systems. 

Financial Constraints 

 Challenge: Limited funding and high operational costs pose significant financial challenges for maintaining FSM 
systems. 

 Impact: High costs make it difficult to sustain FSM systems long-term without consistent financial support. 

Data Gaps and Standardization 

 Challenge: Inconsistent data collection and lack of standardized metrics hinder effective monitoring and 
evaluation of FSM systems. 

 Impact: This makes it challenging to assess the performance and cost-effectiveness of different technologies, 
complicating decision-making and resource allocation. 

8.7.2. Community Engagement 

Engaging the Community 

 Strategy: Effective community engagement is crucial for the success of FSM initiatives. Involving community 
members in planning and implementation helps in gaining acceptance and ownership. 

 Impact: Community engagement can lead to better maintenance of sanitation facilities and compliance with 
hygiene practices. 

Awareness Campaigns 

 Strategy: Conducting awareness campaigns to educate the community about the importance of FSM and proper 
hygiene practices. 

 Impact: Increased awareness can reduce open defecation and improve the overall health outcomes in the 
camps. 

Feedback Mechanisms 

 Strategy: Establishing feedback mechanisms where community members can voice their concerns and 
suggestions regarding FSM services. 

 Impact: Continuous feedback helps in improving services and addressing any issues promptly. 

8.7.3. Policy Barriers 

Regulatory Compliance 

 Barrier: Ensuring compliance with national and international sanitation standards can be challenging due to 
the dynamic nature of refugee camps and varying enforcement levels. 

 Impact: Non-compliance can lead to health hazards and environmental contamination. 

Coordination Among Stakeholders 

 Barrier: Effective coordination among multiple stakeholders, including government agencies, NGOs, and 
international organizations, is often lacking. 

 Impact: Poor coordination can result in duplicated efforts, inefficient resource use, and gaps in service 
provision. 
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Policy Gaps 

 Barrier: Existing policies may not fully address the unique challenges of FSM in humanitarian settings, leading 
to implementation difficulties. 

 Impact: Policy gaps can hinder the development of sustainable and effective FSM solutions. 

Funding and Resources 

 Barrier: Securing consistent funding and resources for FSM projects is a major barrier. 
 Impact: Financial constraints can limit the ability to maintain and scale up FSM systems, affecting their long-

term sustainability.  

Addressing the operational challenges, enhancing community engagement, and overcoming policy barriers are essential 
for the successful implementation of FSM systems in the Rohingya camps. By leveraging lessons learned and focusing 
on sustainable practices, FSM projects can significantly improve sanitation and public health outcomes in humanitarian 
settings. 

9. Discussion 

9.1. Synthesis of Findings 

This section synthesizes the key findings from the analysis of Fecal Sludge Management (FSM) technologies 
implemented in the Rohingya camps. It integrates insights from technical assessments, operational data, and 
stakeholder feedback to provide a comprehensive understanding of the performance, efficiency, and challenges 
associated with different FSM approaches in humanitarian settings. 

9.1.1. Treatment Performance and Efficiency 

The evaluation of various FSM technologies revealed significant differences in their treatment performance and 
operational efficiency. Centralized systems, particularly aeration plants and anaerobic lagoons, demonstrated superior 
treatment efficiency compared to decentralized systems like Upflow Filters (UFF) and Anaerobic Baffled Reactors 
(ABRs). The centralized systems consistently met or exceeded effluent standards for key parameters such as Chemical 
Oxygen Demand (COD), Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD), and pathogen reduction. 

 - Aeration Plants: These systems exhibited the highest treatment efficiency, achieving consistent performance 
in reducing COD, BOD, and pathogens. However, their high operational costs due to energy requirements pose 
a challenge for long-term sustainability. 

 - Anaerobic Lagoons: Anaerobic lagoons performed well in pathogen and organic matter reduction, with low 
operational costs and stable performance across seasons. Their large land requirement, however, limits their 
applicability in densely populated areas. 

 - Upflow Filters (UFF): UFFs showed moderate efficiency, particularly in pathogen removal. Their high capital 
and operational expenditures, coupled with maintenance challenges, affect their overall cost-effectiveness. 

 - Anaerobic Baffled Reactors (ABR): ABRs demonstrated moderate performance with lower capital costs, 
making them suitable for medium-scale operations. Their treatment efficiency, however, varied based on 
operational practices and sludge quality. 

9.1.2. Operational Challenges 

Several operational challenges were identified across different FSM technologies, impacting their performance and 
sustainability: 

 Maintenance and Operational Expertise: Technologies like aeration plants require specialized knowledge and 
regular maintenance, which can be challenging in resource-constrained settings. Frequent blockages and the 
need for consistent desludging add to operational burdens. 

 Environmental and Climatic Conditions: Heavy rainfall and flooding in the camps affect the operation and 
maintenance of FSM facilities. Wet weather conditions lead to transportation challenges, reduced infiltration 
capacity, and increased risk of contamination. 

 Financial Constraints: Limited funding and high operational costs, particularly for technologies requiring 
continuous energy or chemical inputs, pose significant financial challenges. Sustainable funding models are 
crucial for long-term operation. 
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9.1.3. Community Engagement and Policy Barriers 

Effective community engagement and supportive policy frameworks are essential for the success of FSM initiatives: 

 - Community Engagement: Engaging the community and fostering acceptance of FSM practices is vital. 
Awareness campaigns and involving community members in planning and operation enhance ownership and 
compliance, leading to better maintenance and sustainability. 

 - Policy Barriers: Regulatory frameworks and policies play a crucial role in the implementation of FSM systems. 
Aligning local regulations with international standards and ensuring consistent data collection and monitoring 
are necessary for effective management and evaluation. 

9.1.4. Cost Analysis 

The cost analysis highlighted the importance of considering both capital and operational expenditures in evaluating 
FSM technologies: 

 Capital Expenditure (Capex): Centralized systems have higher initial investments due to extensive 
infrastructure requirements. However, economies of scale and better treatment efficiency justify these costs in 
the long run. 

 Operational Expenditure (Opex): Operational costs vary significantly among technologies. Aeration plants and 
lime stabilization ponds have high Opex due to energy and chemical needs. In contrast, anaerobic lagoons and 
ABRs have lower operational costs, making them more sustainable for long-term use. 

 Whole Life Cost (WLC): Considering the WLC, which includes Capex, Opex, and replacement costs, technologies 
like anaerobic lagoons and UFFs emerge as cost-effective due to their low operational costs and longevity. 

The synthesis of findings underscores the need for a balanced approach in selecting FSM technologies, considering both 
performance and cost-effectiveness. Centralized systems offer superior treatment efficiency but require substantial 
investments and operational expertise. Decentralized systems provide flexibility and lower initial costs but face 
challenges in scalability and efficiency. Effective community engagement, supportive policies, and sustainable funding 
models are critical for the success of FSM initiatives in the Rohingya camps. 

9.2. Successes and best practices 

The implementation of Fecal Sludge Management (FSM) systems in the Rohingya camps has achieved notable successes 
and established several best practices that can serve as models for similar humanitarian settings. This section 
synthesizes the key successes and best practices derived from the technical assessments and operational experiences 
documented in the camps. 

9.2.1. Successes 

Effective Deployment of Decentralized Systems 

  Success: The use of decentralized FSM technologies such as Upflow Filters (UFFs) has proven effective in 
managing fecal sludge in high-density camp settings. UFFs have been particularly successful due to their 
compact design and ability to efficiently treat sludge within a limited footprint. 

 Impact: This decentralized approach has allowed for flexible and rapid deployment, catering to the immediate 
needs of different camp areas without requiring extensive infrastructure. 

Adoption of Low-Cost and Efficient Technologies 

 Success: Technologies like Anaerobic Baffled Reactors (ABRs) and anaerobic lagoons have been adopted due to 
their low operational costs and high efficiency in sludge treatment. 

 Impact: These technologies have provided cost-effective solutions for long-term sludge management, 
significantly reducing the overall expenses associated with FSM operations. 

Community Engagement and Ownership 

 Success: Initiatives that involve community members in FSM activities, such as user committees for latrine 
maintenance and desludging operations, have fostered a sense of ownership and responsibility. 

 Impact: Community engagement has enhanced the sustainability of FSM interventions by ensuring proper use 
and maintenance of sanitation facilities, leading to improved hygiene practices and reduced public health risks. 
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9.2.2. Best Practices 

Comprehensive Training and Capacity Building 

 Best Practice: Regular training programs for FSM workers, including operational staff and community 
volunteers, have been essential in maintaining high standards of system operation and maintenance. 

 Implementation: Providing training on safety protocols, use of personal protective equipment (PPE), and 
technical skills has equipped workers to handle FSM tasks efficiently and safely. 

Use of Intermediate Fecal Sludge Transfer Networks (IFSTNs) 

 Best Practice: The implementation of IFSTNs has improved the efficiency of sludge transport, particularly in 
challenging terrain and during adverse weather conditions. 

 Implementation: These networks facilitate the movement of sludge from decentralized collection points to 
treatment plants, reducing manual handling and transportation costs. 

Integration of Environmental Sustainability Measures 

 Best Practice: The design and operation of FSM systems have incorporated environmental sustainability 
measures, such as using biogas produced from anaerobic lagoons for energy generation and implementing 
constructed wetlands for natural treatment processes. 

 Implementation: These measures have minimized the environmental impact of FSM operations, promoting a 
circular economy approach by reusing waste products. 

Robust Monitoring and Evaluation Framework 

 Best Practice: Establishing a robust monitoring and evaluation framework has been crucial for tracking the 
performance of FSM systems and identifying areas for improvement. 

 Implementation: Regular data collection and analysis on parameters such as treatment efficiency, operational 
costs, and effluent quality have informed decision-making and policy adjustments. 

The successes and best practices identified in the implementation of FSM systems in the Rohingya camps provide 
valuable insights for future sanitation projects in similar humanitarian settings. By adopting decentralized systems, 
engaging the community, focusing on cost-effective technologies, and ensuring robust training and monitoring, FSM 
interventions can achieve sustainable and impactful outcomes. 

9.3. Areas for improvement 

In the context of Fecal Sludge Management (FSM) in the Rohingya refugee camps, various challenges have been 
identified that require targeted improvements to enhance the overall effectiveness and sustainability of the FSM 
systems. This section discusses key areas for improvement, drawing on the technical assessments and reports from the 
provided documents. 

9.3.1. Operational Challenges 

Limited Capacity of FSTPs 

 Issue: Many of the existing FSTPs are operating at or near full capacity, leaving little room for handling 
additional sludge volumes, especially during the wet season when sludge generation increases by 26%. 

 Recommendation: Expand the capacity of current FSTPs or build new facilities to accommodate higher sludge 
volumes. Additionally, implementing decentralized treatment systems could distribute the load more evenly 
and prevent overburdening any single plant. 

Inadequate Maintenance and Skilled Personnel 

 Issue: Regular maintenance and skilled operation of FSM systems are critical but often lacking, leading to 
frequent breakdowns and inefficiencies. 

 Recommendation: Invest in training programs for local operators to ensure proper maintenance and operation 
of FSM systems. Regular refresher courses and capacity-building workshops can help maintain high standards 
of operation. 
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Environmental Impact of Disposal Methods 

 Issue: Disposal methods, such as infiltration and discharge into water streams, often do not meet the 
Department of Environment (DoE) standards, posing risks to groundwater and surface water contamination. 

 Recommendation: Upgrade FSTPs with advanced treatment stages to improve effluent quality. Conduct 
thorough risk assessments for groundwater contamination and design appropriate infiltration systems. 
Introducing disinfection steps like chlorination can reduce pathogen levels in discharged effluent. 

9.3.2. Community Engagement 

Lack of Community Involvement 

  Issue: Limited involvement of the refugee community in FSM planning and operations can lead to poor 
acceptance and sustainability of FSM interventions. 

 Recommendation: Engage community members in the planning and decision-making processes. Establish user 
committees to oversee the maintenance and operation of sanitation facilities, fostering a sense of ownership 
and responsibility. 

Awareness and Behavior Change 

 Issue: Insufficient awareness and behavior change initiatives can hinder the effective use and maintenance of 
sanitation facilities. 

 Recommendation: Implement robust awareness campaigns focusing on the importance of hygiene and proper 
sanitation practices. Utilize community health workers to disseminate information and conduct regular hygiene 
promotion activities. 

9.3.3. Policy Barriers 

Fragmented Policy Implementation 

  Issue: Inconsistent policy implementation and lack of coordination among different agencies involved in FSM 
can lead to inefficiencies and overlapping efforts. 

  Recommendation: Strengthen coordination mechanisms among stakeholders, including government agencies, 
NGOs, and community groups. Develop a unified policy framework that clearly defines roles, responsibilities, 
and standards for FSM. 

Funding Constraints 

 Issue: Limited and uncertain funding for FSM projects hampers the ability to implement long-term solutions 
and maintain existing infrastructure. 

 Recommendation: Advocate for increased funding from international donors and development partners. 
Explore innovative financing mechanisms, such as public-private partnerships, to secure sustainable funding 
for FSM projects. 

Addressing these areas for improvement is crucial for enhancing the effectiveness, sustainability, and resilience of FSM 
systems in the Rohingya camps. By focusing on capacity building, community engagement, environmental protection, 
and policy coordination, stakeholders can develop more robust and sustainable sanitation solutions. 

9.4. Implications for FSM in Other Humanitarian Settings 

The implementation and operation of Fecal Sludge Management (FSM) systems in the Rohingya refugee camps offer 
significant insights and implications for similar humanitarian settings. The complexities and challenges faced in these 
camps provide a valuable framework for developing effective FSM strategies in other crisis situations. This section 
synthesizes the findings from the Rohingya camps and discusses their broader implications for FSM in other 
humanitarian contexts. 

Key Implications 

Scalability and Adaptability of FSM Technologies 

 Findings: The analysis of various FSM technologies in the Rohingya camps highlights the importance of 
scalability and adaptability. Systems such as Upflow Filters (UFF) and Anaerobic Baffled Reactors (ABR) have 
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proven effective due to their ability to scale up or down based on demand and their relative ease of operation 
and maintenance. 

 Implications: Humanitarian settings often experience fluctuating populations and resource availability. 
Therefore, selecting FSM technologies that can be easily scaled and adapted to changing conditions is crucial 
for sustainability and effectiveness . 

Importance of Centralized vs. Decentralized Systems 

 Findings: The study reveals that centralized systems, while having higher initial capital costs, tend to be more 
cost-effective in the long run due to economies of scale and better overall treatment performance. Decentralized 
systems, on the other hand, offer flexibility and are easier to implement in the initial stages of a crisis. 

 Implications: In humanitarian settings, a hybrid approach that combines centralized and decentralized systems 
might be the most effective strategy. This allows for immediate response through decentralized systems while 
planning for long-term sustainability with centralized systems . 

Cost-Effectiveness and Long-Term Sustainability 

 Findings: Cost analyses indicate that technologies with lower operational costs (Opex), such as anaerobic 
lagoons and UFFs, are more sustainable in the long term compared to those with high operational costs like 
lime stabilization ponds and aeration plants. 

 Implications: Humanitarian agencies should prioritize FSM technologies that offer a balance of low initial costs 
and sustainable operational expenses. This ensures the long-term viability of FSM interventions even when 
funding becomes limited . 

Community Engagement and Acceptance 

 Findings: The success of FSM projects in the Rohingya camps is partly attributed to community engagement 
and the acceptance of FSM practices. Community involvement in the planning and maintenance of sanitation 
facilities has been crucial for operational success. 

 Implications: For FSM systems to be effective in other humanitarian settings, it is essential to engage local 
communities from the outset. This includes education, participation in decision-making, and involvement in 
maintenance activities, which fosters a sense of ownership and ensures the sustainability of FSM projects . 

Environmental and Climatic Considerations 

 Findings: The Rohingya camps' challenging environmental conditions, including heavy rainfall and flooding, 
have necessitated the design of resilient FSM systems. Technologies that can withstand such conditions have 
proven more effective and reliable. 

 Implications: In designing FSM systems for other humanitarian settings, it is vital to consider local 
environmental and climatic conditions. Systems must be resilient to natural disasters to maintain functionality 
and prevent contamination during extreme weather events . 

Policy and Institutional Support 

 Findings: The development and implementation of FSM policies and strategies in the Rohingya camps have 
been supported by various institutional frameworks and regulatory bodies. This has facilitated coordination 
and standardization of FSM practices. 

 Implications: Effective FSM in other humanitarian settings requires strong policy and institutional support. 
Governments and humanitarian agencies must collaborate to develop comprehensive FSM policies, provide 
training, and ensure compliance with regulatory standards . 

The experiences and lessons learned from the FSM implementation in the Rohingya camps offer valuable insights for 
other humanitarian contexts. By focusing on scalable, cost-effective, and community-engaged FSM systems, 
humanitarian agencies can enhance the sustainability and effectiveness of their sanitation interventions. Addressing 
environmental challenges and ensuring robust policy support are also critical for successful FSM in crisis situations. 

9.5. Scalability and adaptability of evaluated technologies 

The scalability and adaptability of fecal sludge treatment technologies are crucial for their successful implementation 
in varying humanitarian contexts. This section evaluates the scalability and adaptability of the different FSTP 
technologies used in the Rohingya camps, based on their performance, cost-effectiveness, and operational feasibility. 
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9.5.1. Scalability of FSM Technologies 

Centralized Systems 

  Anaerobic Lagoons 
 Scalability: Anaerobic lagoons are highly scalable, capable of treating large volumes of sludge. They are well-

suited for centralized treatment serving multiple camps. 
 Performance: These systems have shown consistent performance over time, providing reliable pathogen and 

organic matter reduction. 
 Cost: Although the initial capital expenditure (Capex) is high, the operational expenditure (Opex) is relatively 

low, making them cost-effective over the long term. 

- Aeration Plants 

 Scalability: Aeration plants are modular and can be scaled up as needed, making them highly adaptable to 
varying sludge volumes. 

 Performance: These plants consistently meet effluent standards, providing high-quality treatment. 
 Cost: The high Opex due to energy requirements can be mitigated by transitioning to solar energy, although the 

complexity of operation remains a concer. 

Decentralized Systems 

 Upflow Filters (UFF) 
 Scalability: UFFs are highly scalable within decentralized systems. They are efficient in space usage and can be 

deployed in multiple small units to cover larger areas. 
Performance: UFFs have demonstrated effective pathogen removal and overall treatment efficiency, making 
them suitable for high-density areas. 

 Cost: Although the Capex is high, the overall whole life cost (WLC) is relatively low due to manageable Opex. 

 - Anaerobic Baffled Reactors (ABR) 

 Scalability: ABRs are moderately scalable and best suited for medium-scale decentralized systems. They can be 
implemented in a modular fashion to increase capacity. 

 Performance: ABRs provide moderate treatment efficiency, particularly in pathogen reduction. 
 Cost: They offer a balance of Capex and Opex, making them cost-effective for medium-scale applications. 

Constructed Wetlands 

 Scalability: Constructed wetlands require significant land area, which limits their scalability in high-density 
settings. They are better suited for low-density or rural areas. 

 Performance: These systems are effective in nutrient removal and provide environmentally sustainable 
treatment. 

 Cost: Moderate Capex and Opex, with long-term sustainability benefits that justify the initial investment in 
suitable contexts. 

9.5.2. Adaptability of FSM Technologies 

Environmental Conditions 

 Challenge: The climatic and environmental conditions in the Rohingya camps, such as heavy rainfall and 
flooding, pose significant challenges to FSM operations. 

 Adaptation Strategies: Technologies like anaerobic lagoons and aeration plants have shown resilience to 
varying environmental conditions due to their robust design and adaptability. Elevated structures and 
improved drainage systems can further enhance their adaptability. 

Operational Complexity 

 Challenge: The complexity of operating some FSM technologies, particularly aeration plants, requires skilled 
personnel and consistent maintenance. 
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  Adaptation Strategies: Capacity-building initiatives and training programs are essential to ensure that local 
operators can effectively manage and maintain these systems. Simplifying operational processes where 
possible can also enhance adaptability. 

Financial Constraints 

 Challenge: Limited funding and high operational costs can hinder the scalability and sustainability of FSM 
technologies. 

 Adaptation Strategies: Utilizing cost-effective and low Opex technologies, such as ABRs and UFFs, can provide 
viable solutions. Additionally, exploring alternative energy sources, like solar power, can reduce operational 
costs for energy-intensive systems. 

The evaluation of FSM technologies in the Rohingya camps highlights the importance of selecting scalable and adaptable 
solutions based on specific site conditions and resource availability. Centralized systems like anaerobic lagoons and 
aeration plants offer high scalability and consistent performance, while decentralized systems like UFFs and ABRs 
provide flexible and cost-effective options for smaller-scale applications. By addressing operational challenges and 
leveraging sustainable practices, FSM technologies can be effectively scaled and adapted to meet the diverse needs of 
humanitarian settings. 

9.6. Recommendations for Policy and Practice 

Based on the analysis of Fecal Sludge Management (FSM) systems in the Rohingya camps, several key recommendations 
have been identified to improve policy and practice. These recommendations aim to enhance the efficiency, 
sustainability, and overall effectiveness of FSM in humanitarian settings. 

10. Recommendations 

10.1. Standardization of FSM Practices 

  Policy Development: It is essential to develop and enforce standardized FSM policies across all humanitarian 
settings. This includes the adoption of best practices for the design, operation, and maintenance of FSM systems. 
Standardized guidelines will ensure consistency and reliability in FSM operations. 

 Unified Design and Naming Conventions: Implementing standardized design templates and naming 
conventions for FSM infrastructure can reduce confusion and improve coordination among various agencies 
involved in FSM. 

10.2. Capacity Building and Training 

  Training Programs: Regular training programs for FSM operators and maintenance personnel are crucial. 
These programs should cover technical skills, safety protocols, and operational procedures to ensure that FSM 
systems are managed effectivel. 

  Community Engagement: Involving the local community in FSM activities through training and awareness 
campaigns can enhance community ownership and support for FSM initiatives. 

10.3. Financial Sustainability 

 Cost-Effective Solutions: Prioritize the implementation of cost-effective FSM technologies that offer a balance 
between Capex and Opex. Technologies like Anaerobic Baffled Reactors (ABRs) and Upflow Filters (UFFs) have 
shown to be cost-effective in the long term. 

 Funding Mechanisms: Establish sustainable funding mechanisms to support the ongoing operation and 
maintenance of FSM systems. This could include government funding, international aid, and community 
contribution. 

10.4. Technological Innovation 

 Adoption of New Technologies: Encourage the adoption of innovative FSM technologies that improve efficiency 
and effectiveness. Technologies such as decentralized Upflow Filters and centralized Aeration Plants have 
demonstrated success in various settings. 
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 Research and Development: Invest in research and development to continuously improve FSM technologies 
and adapt them to local conditions. This includes studying the performance of existing technologies and 
developing new solutions tailored to specific challenges. 

10.5. Environmental and Public Health Considerations 

 Effluent Quality Standards: Ensure that all FSM systems meet the effluent quality standards set by local and 
international guidelines. Regular monitoring and enforcement of these standards are essential to protect public 
health and the environment. 

  Sustainable Disposal and Reuse: Promote sustainable disposal and reuse options for treated sludge. This can 
include composting, biogas production, and the use of treated sludge in agriculture, provided it meets safety 
standards. 

10.6. Operational Efficiency 

  Improved Data Collection and Monitoring: Implement robust data collection and monitoring systems to track 
the performance of FSM systems. This data should inform continuous improvement and help identify areas for 
intervention. 

 Infrastructure Resilience: Design FSM infrastructure to be resilient to local environmental conditions, such as 
heavy rainfall and flooding. This includes ensuring adequate drainage and protection against natural disasters. 

The recommendations provided aim to enhance the effectiveness and sustainability of FSM systems in the Rohingya 
camps and other similar humanitarian settings. By standardizing practices, building capacity, ensuring financial 
sustainability, adopting innovative technologies, prioritizing environmental and public health, and improving 
operational efficiency, FSM initiatives can be significantly improved. These recommendations should be considered by 
policymakers, practitioners, and stakeholders involved in the planning and implementation of FSM systems. 

10.7. Strategies for FSM Improvement in Rohingya Camps 

To enhance the efficiency and sustainability of Fecal Sludge Management (FSM) in the Rohingya camps, several 
strategies need to be implemented. These strategies aim to address current challenges and leverage best practices 
identified through technical assessments and operational experiences. 

10.7.1. Strategy 1: Enhancing Containment Systems 

Rationale: Proper containment is crucial to prevent environmental contamination and ensure efficient sludge collection 
and transportation. 

Recommendations: 

 Upgrading Latrine Pits: Increase the volume of containment units by replacing pits with less than 4 feet 
diameter linings. This reduces the frequency of desludging and improves overall efficiency. 

 Standardized Design Implementation: Construct new latrines according to the revised unified latrine design 
2023 to ensure consistency and functionality across the camps. 

 Community Engagement: Strengthen community involvement in the maintenance of latrines to foster 
ownership and ensure regular upkeep. 

10.7.2. Strategy 2: Improving Desludging and Transportation 

Rationale: Efficient desludging and transportation systems are vital to manage the large volumes of fecal sludge 
generated daily. 

Recommendations: 

 Mechanical Desludging: Implement mechanical pumps and Intermediate Fecal Sludge Transfer Networks 
(IFSTN) to replace manual desludging, which is less efficient and more hazardous. 

 Protection and Training of Workers: Ensure that FSM workers are trained, vaccinated, and provided with 
appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) to safeguard their health. 

 Cost-Effective Transportation: Utilize flexible hose systems for smaller FSTPs and semi-permanent IFSTN for 
larger FSTPs to enhance cost-efficiency in sludge transportation. 



International Journal of Science and Research Archive, 2024, 12(01), 2747–2810 

2802 

10.7.3. Strategy 3: Optimizing Treatment Processes 

Rationale: Effective treatment processes are essential for reducing pathogens and contaminants in fecal sludge, making 
it safer for disposal or reuse. 

Recommendations: 

 Decommissioning Inefficient FSTPs: Decommission old and inefficient FSTPs, such as Geotube, LSP, SSU, and 
ODP, and replace them with more effective technologies【106:9†source】. 

 Building Resilient FSTPs: Design and build FSTPs that can withstand environmental challenges such as heavy 
rain, floods, and fires, ensuring long-term operational stability【106:9†source】. 

 Enhancing Treatment Capacity: Implement technologies like Anaerobic Baffled Reactors (ABRs), Decentralized 
Wastewater Treatment Systems (DEWATS), and Up Flow Filters (UFF) that offer better performance and 
scalability for small-scale operations. 

10.7.4. Strategy 4: Promoting Safe Disposal and Reuse 

Rationale: Safe disposal and innovative reuse of treated sludge can create value and reduce environmental impact. 

Recommendations: 

 Innovative Reuse Options: Explore and implement innovative reuse options for treated sludge, such as co-
composting, which can generate valuable products like fertilizer. 

 Disposal of Treated Sludge: In the current context, burning and burying dry treated sludge outside the camps 
seems to be the best solution. Ensure that disposal methods are environmentally safe and comply with 
regulatory standards. 

 Effluent Management: Improve effluent management systems to ensure treated liquid waste meets discharge 
standards, thereby minimizing environmental contamination. 

10.7.5. Strategy 5: Strengthening Policy and Regulatory Frameworks 

Rationale: Strong policy and regulatory frameworks are essential to ensure the effective implementation and 
sustainability of FSM systems. 

Recommendations: 

 Alignment with National Policies: Ensure that FSM strategies in the camps align with national policies and 
regulatory frameworks, such as the National Strategy for Water Supply and Sanitation and the Institutional 
Regulatory Framework for FSM. 

 Capacity Building: Promote capacity building and training initiatives for stakeholders involved in FSM to 
enhance their technical skills and operational knowledge. 

 Monitoring and Evaluation: Establish robust monitoring and evaluation systems to track the performance of 
FSM systems, identify gaps, and implement continuous improvements. 

By implementing these strategies, the FSM systems in the Rohingya camps can be significantly improved, leading to 
better public health outcomes, environmental sustainability, and overall efficiency. Continuous assessment and 
adaptation of these strategies will be crucial to address evolving challenges and leverage new opportunities in FSM. 

10.8. Enhancing treatment capacity, reducing operational costs, improving community involvement 

10.8.1. Enhancing Treatment Capacity 

Increasing the treatment capacity of Fecal Sludge Treatment Plants (FSTPs) in the Rohingya camps is crucial for 
managing the high volumes of fecal sludge generated. The following strategies are recommended: 

Modular Expansion of Existing Plants: 

 Recommendation: Implement modular systems such as Upflow Filters (UFFs) and Aeration plants that allow 
for incremental capacity increases as demand grows. 

 Technical Analysis: Modular systems can be expanded by adding more units in parallel, making them scalable 
and adaptable to changing needs. 
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Upgrading Current Infrastructure: 

 Recommendation: Retrofit and upgrade existing FSTPs to improve their efficiency and capacity. This includes 
enhancing the capacity of anaerobic baffled reactors (ABRs) and centralizing solids treatment processes. 

 Technical Analysis: Retrofitting existing plants can significantly improve their performance and extend their 
lifespan without the need for entirely new infrastructure. 

10.8.2. Reducing Operational Costs 

To ensure the sustainability of FSM systems, it is essential to minimize operational costs. The following measures are 
recommended: 

Energy Efficiency Improvements: 

 Recommendation: Implement energy-efficient technologies such as solar-powered pumps and aerators to 
reduce reliance on fuel and electricity. 

  Technical Analysis: Utilizing solar energy can reduce operational costs and ensure a more sustainable and 
resilient energy supply for FSM operations. 

Optimizing Desludging Operations: 

 Recommendation: Streamline desludging operations by improving the scheduling and logistics of sludge 
collection and transportation. 

 Technical Analysis: Efficient desludging operations reduce the frequency of sludge collection trips and lower 
transportation costs, which are significant components of Opex. 

Utilizing Low-Cost Materials: 

 Recommendation: Use locally available and low-cost materials for construction and maintenance of FSTPs. 
  Technical Analysis: Reducing the cost of materials can lower the overall Capex and Opex, making FSM systems 

more affordable and sustainable. 

10.8.3. Improving Community Involvement 

Effective FSM systems require active community engagement to ensure their success and sustainability. The following 
strategies are recommended: 

Community Education and Awareness Campaigns: 

 Recommendation: Conduct regular education and awareness campaigns to inform the community about the 
importance of proper sanitation practices and their role in the FSM value chain. 

 Technical Analysis: Educating the community helps in fostering ownership and compliance with sanitation 
practices, reducing instances of open defecation and improper waste disposal. 

Involving Community Members in FSM Operations: 

 Recommendation: Engage community members in FSM operations, such as monitoring, maintenance, and 
management of FSTPs. 

 Technical Analysis: Community involvement can improve the efficiency of FSM systems and ensure that local 
knowledge and needs are considered in the management processes. 

Feedback Mechanisms: 

 Recommendation: Establish feedback mechanisms to gather input from the community regarding the 
performance and issues related to FSM systems. 

 Technical Analysis: Feedback from the community can provide valuable insights into operational challenges 
and areas for improvement, leading to more effective and responsive FSM systems. 

Enhancing the treatment capacity, reducing operational costs, and improving community involvement are critical 
strategies for ensuring the success and sustainability of FSM systems in the Rohingya camps. By implementing these 
recommendations, the FSM systems can become more resilient, cost-effective, and better integrated with the needs and 
capacities of the local community. 
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10.9. Policy Recommendations 

Effective policy frameworks are crucial for the successful implementation and sustainability of fecal sludge management 
(FSM) systems, especially in humanitarian settings like the Rohingya camps. This section outlines policy 
recommendations based on the current FSM practices, challenges, and lessons learned from the Rohingya camps, with 
the goal of enhancing sanitation services and ensuring public health safety. 

10.9.1. Policy Recommendations 

Strengthening Regulatory Frameworks 

 Recommendation: Develop and enforce comprehensive FSM policies that align with international standards 
and local needs. 

 Rationale: The National Strategy for Water Supply and Sanitation for Bangladesh, 2021, includes provisions for 
FSM, but there is a need for more robust enforcement and periodic updates to address emerging challenges. 

 Implementation: Establish clear guidelines and standards for FSM operations, including containment, 
collection, transport, treatment, and disposal. Ensure regular monitoring and evaluation to maintain 
compliance. 

Capacity Building and Training 

 Recommendation: Invest in capacity building and training programs for FSM stakeholders, including 
government officials, NGO workers, and community members. 

 Rationale: Effective FSM requires skilled personnel to manage and operate treatment plants, ensure proper 
maintenance, and handle emergencies. 

 Implementation: Develop training modules and certification programs in collaboration with educational 
institutions and international organizations. Provide continuous professional development opportunities to 
keep the workforce updated with the latest technologies and practices. 

Promoting Public-Private Partnerships 

  Recommendation: Encourage public-private partnerships (PPPs) to leverage resources and expertise from 
both sectors for sustainable FSM solutions. 

  Rationale: PPPs can bring in innovative technologies, enhance operational efficiencies, and provide financial 
resources for large-scale FSM projects. 

 Implementation: Create a conducive environment for PPPs through incentives such as tax breaks, subsidies, 
and streamlined regulatory processes. Engage private companies in the design, construction, and operation of 
FSM infrastructure. 

Enhancing Community Engagement and Ownership 

 Recommendation: Foster community engagement and ownership of FSM systems to ensure sustainability and 
effectiveness. 

 Rationale: Community involvement is crucial for the acceptance and proper use of FSM facilities. It helps in 
promoting hygiene practices and ensuring the long-term success of sanitation programs. 

 Implementation: Establish user committees for each FSM facility to oversee operations and maintenance. 
Conduct regular awareness campaigns and educational programs to inform communities about the importance 
of proper sanitation and their role in maintaining FSM systems. 

Incentivizing Innovation and Research 

 Recommendation: Support innovation and research in FSM technologies and practices to address specific 
challenges in humanitarian settings. 

 Rationale: Technological advancements and innovative practices can improve the efficiency and effectiveness 
of FSM systems. Research can provide insights into the best practices and emerging trends in FSM. 

 Implementation: Allocate funding for research and development in FSM. Collaborate with universities, research 
institutions, and international organizations to explore new technologies and methodologies. Encourage pilot 
projects and field trials to test and refine innovative solutions. 

Ensuring Financial Sustainability 

  Recommendation: Develop financial strategies to ensure the long-term sustainability of FSM operations. 
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  Rationale: Sustainable financing is essential for the continuous operation and maintenance of FSM systems, 
particularly in resource-constrained settings like refugee camps. 

 Implementation: Explore diverse funding sources, including government budgets, international aid, and private 
sector investments. Implement cost-recovery mechanisms such as user fees and service charges, ensuring 
affordability for low-income populations. 

Implementing these policy recommendations will strengthen the FSM systems in the Rohingya camps and similar 
humanitarian settings, ensuring effective sanitation services and safeguarding public health. A collaborative approach 
involving government agencies, NGOs, the private sector, and the community is essential to achieve these goals. 

10.10. Strengthening regulatory frameworks, promoting sustainable technologies, ensuring worker safety 

10.10.1. Strengthening Regulatory Frameworks 

Development of Comprehensive Policies: 

 Recommendation: Strengthen and implement comprehensive policies that govern FSM in humanitarian 
settings. Policies should be aligned with national strategies and local context, ensuring consistency and 
enforcement across all camps. 

 Justification: Consistent and robust regulatory frameworks are essential for effective FSM. They provide the 
necessary guidelines and standards for all stakeholders, ensuring compliance and fostering a coordinated 
approach. 

Institutional Support and Capacity Building: 

 Recommendation: Establish dedicated FSM support cells within local government bodies such as the 
Department of Public Health Engineering (DPHE) to plan, design, monitor, and evaluate FSM activities. 

 Justification: Institutional support enhances the capability to manage FSM systems effectively, ensuring that all 
activities are conducted according to established standards and practices. 

Regular Monitoring and Evaluation: 

 Recommendation: Implement regular monitoring and evaluation protocols to assess the performance of FSTPs 
and other FSM components. Use data-driven insights to inform policy adjustments and improvements. 

 Justification: Continuous monitoring ensures that FSM systems remain effective and can adapt to changing 
conditions and challenges. 

10.10.2. Promoting Sustainable Technologies 

Adoption of Low-Cost, Low-Complexity Technologies: 

 Recommendation: Promote the use of technologies such as Anaerobic Baffled Reactors (ABR) and Upflow 
Filters (UFF) that are cost-effective, require minimal maintenance, and are suitable for high-density settings. 

 Justification: These technologies offer a balance of efficiency and cost-effectiveness, making them suitable for 
the resource-constrained environments typical of refugee camps. 

Incorporation of Renewable Energy Sources: 

 Recommendation: Utilize renewable energy sources, such as solar power, to reduce operational costs 
associated with FSM systems. 

 Justification: Renewable energy sources can significantly lower operational costs and enhance the 
sustainability of FSM systems in the long term. 

Research and Innovation: 

 Recommendation: Encourage research and innovation in FSM technologies, focusing on improving efficiency, 
reducing costs, and minimizing environmental impact. 

 Justification: Continuous innovation ensures that FSM systems evolve to meet emerging challenges and 
leverage new technologies for better outcomes. 
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10.10.3. Ensuring Worker Safety 

Provision of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): 

 Recommendation: Ensure all FSM workers are provided with appropriate PPE, including face masks, gloves, 
aprons, and safety boots. Regular training on the proper use of PPE should also be conducted. 

 Justification: Protecting the health and safety of FSM workers is paramount. Proper PPE reduces the risk of 
exposure to harmful pathogens and hazardous conditions. 

Health and Safety Training: 

 Recommendation: Implement comprehensive training programs for FSM workers, focusing on hygiene 
practices, emergency response, and the safe handling of fecal sludge. 

 Justification: Training equips workers with the knowledge and skills needed to perform their duties safely and 
effectively, reducing the risk of accidents and health issues. 

Vaccination and Health Monitoring: 

 Recommendation: Ensure that all FSM workers are vaccinated against common diseases such as tetanus, polio, 
cholera, typhoid fever, and hepatitis. Regular health check-ups should also be provided. 

 Justification: Vaccinations and health monitoring protect workers from potential infections and maintain a 
healthy workforce, essential for the continuous operation of FSM systems. 

Strengthening regulatory frameworks, promoting sustainable technologies, and ensuring worker safety are crucial 
components for the successful implementation of FSM in the Rohingya camps. These recommendations aim to create a 
resilient, efficient, and sustainable FSM system that can adapt to the unique challenges of humanitarian settings. 

11. Conclusion 

The evaluation of Fecal Sludge Treatment Plants (FSTPs) in the Rohingya camps provides critical insights into the 
performance, challenges, and opportunities associated with managing fecal sludge in humanitarian settings. This 
section summarizes the key findings from the case study, highlighting the successes, areas for improvement, and 
implications for future FSM projects. 

11.1. Key Findings 

11.1.1. Performance of FSTP Technologies 

 Treatment Efficiency: The analysis revealed that technologies such as Aeration Plants and Anaerobic Lagoons 
exhibit superior treatment performance, consistently meeting effluent standards for Chemical Oxygen Demand 
(COD), Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD), and pathogen reduction. Upflow Filters (UFF) and Anaerobic Baffled 
Reactors (ABR) also perform well, particularly in pathogen removal, but their efficiency in nutrient removal 
varies. 

 Cost-Effectiveness: While centralized systems like Aeration Plants have higher Capital Expenditure (Capex) and 
Operational Expenditure (Opex), their long-term cost-effectiveness is justified by their high treatment 
efficiency and scalability. Decentralized systems such as ABRs and UFFs offer a balance between cost and 
performance, making them suitable for smaller-scale applications. 

11.1.2. Operational Challenges 

 Environmental Conditions: The challenging environmental conditions, including heavy rainfall and flooding, 
significantly impact the operation and maintenance of FSM facilities. These conditions necessitate robust and 
resilient FSM systems capable of withstanding adverse weather. 

 Maintenance and Skilled Labor: Regular maintenance and the need for skilled labor are critical for the efficient 
operation of FSM technologies. Ensuring consistent operation requires ongoing training and capacity-building 
initiatives for FSM personnel. 
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11.1.3. Community Engagement and Acceptance 

Community Involvement: Effective community engagement and education are vital for the success of FSM projects. 
Awareness campaigns and involving community members in planning and operation can enhance ownership and 
compliance with sanitation practices. 

11.1.4. Policy and Regulatory Frameworks 

Regulatory Compliance: Strengthening regulatory frameworks and ensuring compliance with sanitation policies are 
crucial for sustainable FSM management. Regular monitoring, evaluation, and enforcement of guidelines help maintain 
high standards of sanitation and public health. 

11.1.5. Sustainability and Innovation 

 - Sustainable Technologies: Investing in research and development of sustainable FSM technologies is essential. 
Innovative solutions that are environmentally friendly, cost-effective, and suitable for high-density populations can 
significantly improve sanitation outcomes in humanitarian settings 

The case study of FSM in the Rohingya camps highlights the importance of selecting appropriate technologies based on 
specific conditions and requirements. Centralized systems like Aeration Plants and Anaerobic Lagoons, despite their 
higher costs, offer superior treatment performance and scalability, making them suitable for large-scale, long-term 
operations. Decentralized systems like ABRs and UFFs provide flexible, cost-effective solutions for smaller-scale 
applications and areas with space constraints. 

Addressing operational challenges through capacity building, robust maintenance practices, and resilient system 
designs is critical for sustaining FSM operations. Effective community engagement and compliance with regulatory 
frameworks further enhance the success and sustainability of FSM projects. Investing in sustainable technologies and 
continuous innovation will ensure that FSM systems can adapt to the evolving needs of humanitarian settings, providing 
safe and effective sanitation solutions for vulnerable populations. 

13. Future Directions for FSM in Humanitarian Contexts 

The case study of Fecal Sludge Management (FSM) in the Rohingya camps provides valuable insights into the 
implementation and operation of sanitation systems in humanitarian settings. Building on these findings, this section 
outlines future directions for FSM in similar contexts, focusing on innovative approaches, sustainability, and scalability. 

11.1.6. Emphasis on Innovation and Technology 

Advancement of Sustainable Technologies 

 Recommendation: Invest in the research and development of innovative FSM technologies that are sustainable, 
cost-effective, and efficient in high-density populations. 

 Analysis: Future FSM projects should prioritize technologies such as modular treatment units, mobile 
treatment facilities, and energy-efficient systems. These innovations can enhance the adaptability and 
resilience of FSM systems in dynamic humanitarian environments . 

 Action: Establish partnerships with academic institutions, NGOs, and the private sector to fund and conduct 
research on new FSM technologies and pilot projects to test their viability. 

Integration of Digital Tools 

 Recommendation: Utilize digital tools for data collection, monitoring, and management of FSM systems to 
improve efficiency and transparency. 

 Analysis: Digital solutions, including mobile applications for real-time data monitoring and GIS mapping for 
tracking sludge transport, can significantly improve operational efficiency and decision-making . 

 Action: Develop and implement digital platforms that integrate with existing FSM systems, providing real-time 
analytics and reporting to enhance system management. 



International Journal of Science and Research Archive, 2024, 12(01), 2747–2810 

2808 

11.1.7. Enhancing Community Engagement 

Community-Centered Approaches 

 Recommendation: Foster community involvement in FSM planning, implementation, and monitoring to ensure 
sustainability and local ownership. 

 Analysis: Engaging the community through participatory approaches can improve compliance with sanitation 
practices, enhance system maintenance, and ensure that FSM solutions meet local needs and preferences . 

 Action: Conduct regular community meetings, workshops, and feedback sessions to involve residents in 
decision-making processes and build their capacity to manage and sustain FSM systems. 

Education and Awareness Campaigns 

 Recommendation: Implement education and awareness campaigns to promote understanding and acceptance 
of FSM practices. 

 Analysis: Educating the community about the importance of proper sanitation and the benefits of FSM can lead 
to better compliance and support for FSM initiatives . 

 Action: Develop and distribute educational materials, organize training sessions, and utilize local media to 
disseminate information on FSM best practices. 

11.1.8. Policy and Institutional Strengthening 

Strengthening Regulatory Frameworks 

 Recommendation: Develop and enforce robust regulatory frameworks to ensure the consistent implementation 
and operation of FSM systems. 

 Analysis: Clear regulations and guidelines can provide a standardized approach to FSM, ensuring that all 
stakeholders adhere to best practices and maintain high standards of sanitation . 

 Action: Collaborate with national and local governments to develop comprehensive FSM policies, conduct 
regular inspections, and enforce compliance with established standards. 

Capacity Building and Training 

 Recommendation: Enhance the capacity of local authorities, NGOs, and community members to manage FSM 
systems effectively. 

 Analysis: Building the technical and managerial skills of stakeholders is essential for the long-term 
sustainability of FSM systems . 

 Action: Implement targeted training programs, provide technical assistance, and establish knowledge-sharing 
platforms to build local capacity. 

11.1.9. Financial Sustainability 

Exploring Funding Mechanisms 

 Recommendation: Identify and leverage diverse funding sources, including international aid, government 
funding, and private sector investment, to support FSM projects. 

 Analysis: Sustainable funding mechanisms are crucial for the continuous operation and expansion of FSM 
systems in humanitarian contexts . 

 Action: Develop financial models that include cost-sharing arrangements, public-private partnerships, and 
donor engagement strategies to secure long-term funding. 

Cost-Effectiveness and Efficiency 

  Recommendation: Optimize operational processes to reduce costs and improve the efficiency of FSM systems. 
  Analysis: Streamlining operations, adopting energy-efficient technologies, and implementing cost-saving 

measures can enhance the financial sustainability of FSM projects . 
  Action: Conduct regular operational audits, implement energy-saving technologies, and explore innovative 

approaches to reduce operational expenses. 

The future of FSM in humanitarian settings lies in the integration of innovative technologies, community engagement, 
robust regulatory frameworks, and sustainable financial practices. By addressing these areas, FSM systems can become 
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more resilient, efficient, and effective in providing safe sanitation solutions for vulnerable populations. The lessons 
learned from the Rohingya camps can guide the development of scalable and adaptable FSM models that can be 
replicated in other humanitarian contexts, ensuring better health outcomes and improved quality of life for affected 
communities. 
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